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TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

$1.75 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Mostly clear. North 
wind 5-15 ph, with 20 mph gusts.

Details, page A5 Art by Bo Petr
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T
raffic access 
from U.S. 
Highway 6/34 
onto Adams 
Central Ave-

nue won’t open before 
school starts, according 
to a news release issued 
Friday by the Nebraska 
Department of  Trans-
portation.

While the project to 
add a roundabout at the 
intersection isn’t sched-
uled to be substantially 
completed until Novem-
ber, NDOT had hoped to 
have Adams Central Av-
enue open for north and 
south traffic before Aug. 
12, the first day of  school 
for Adams Central Pub-
lic Schools.

Superintendent Shawn 
Scott said the district is 
examining its options, 
one of  which could be 
adjusting start times to 
reduce traffic conges-
tion.

“This is very unfor-
tunate for our families 
and everyone who has 
to travel to Adams Cen-
tral,” he said. 

As soon as schools 
were closed in March 
due to the novel corona-
virus disease, Scott said, 

he started calling people 
involved in the project 
to see about moving the 
timetable up so it could 
be completed before the 
start of  school.

Eric Klein, NDOT Dis-
trict 4 construction engi-
neer, said officials tried 
to accommodate the 
school, but there wasn’t 
a lot of  extra time avail-
able.

They hoped to be 
able to start the proj-
ect sooner, but had to 
wait for utilities to be 
moved in the areas in-
volved in the first phase 

of  construction. Recent 
weather conditions also 
caused delays.

“Our hope was we 
would have access avail-
able on the 10th,” Klein 
said. “It was always go-
ing to be a challenge.”

Weather permitting, 
Klein said, the north and 
south legs of  the inter-
section hopefully will be 
completed before the La-
bor Day holiday.

East and west traffic on 
U.S. Highway 6/34 will 
remain open throughout 
the project.

The delay to opening 

access to the school from 
the highway will affect 
traffic around the school 
for about 17 days, but 
Scott said the benefits 
of  the construction out-
weigh the cost.

“It will be a short-term 
headache for a long-term 
gain,” he said.

A 2016 traffic study 
recommended a round-
about on Adams Central 
Avenue in anticipation 
of  the new elemen-
tary school being built 
across the road to the 

Working around roundabout
INTERSECTION WON’T BE 
OPEN WHEN AC STARTS 

SCHOOL AUG. 12

AMY ROH/Tribune

The completed portion and the current construction of the roundabout on 
Highway 6 is pictured looking south on Adams Central Avenue Friday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

The completed portion of the roundabout on Adams Central Avenue that will connect to Highway 6 is 
pictured Friday.
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Hastings residents have an opportu-
nity to influence the city’s transpor-
tation and parking plan and help set 
goals for years into the future.

Representatives from Denver en-
gineering firm Kimley-Horn will be 
in Hastings next week for a series of  
meetings — including a public focus 
group 6 p.m. Wednesday at the City 
Auditorium, 400 N. Hastings Ave. — 
to discuss factors that would go into 
the transportation and parking plan 
and gather public input.

“The city administrator and exec-
utive committee for transportation 
plans really wanted to get full feed-
back from the community involved in 
this,” said Lisa Parnell-Rowe, devel-
opment services director for the city 
of  Hastings. “This is a big deal. This 
transportation plan is going to lay out 
things for the future regarding trans-
portation. It’s going to provide a road 
map.”

Members of  the Hastings City 

City looking 
for input on 
transportation, 
parking plan 

PUBLIC KICK OFF MEETING TO BE 
6 P.M., WEDNESDAY AT THE 

HASTINGS CITY AUDITORIUM 

RICARDO ALONSO-ZALDIVAR 

AND MATTHEW PERRONE
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WASHINGTON — Dr. An-
thony Fauci said Friday that 
he remains confident that 
a coronavirus vaccine will 
be ready by early next year, 
telling lawmakers that a 
quarter-million Americans 
already have volunteered to 
take part in clinical trials.

But if  the future looks en-
couraging, public health 
alarms are still going off in 
the present. Officials testi-
fying with Fauci at a con-
tentious House hearing ac-
knowledged that the U.S. 
remains unable to deliver all 
COVID-19 test results within 
two or three days, and they 
jointly pleaded with Amer-

icans to comply with basic 
precautions such as wear-
ing masks, avoiding crowds, 
and washing their hands fre-
quently.

Those simple steps can de-
liver “the same bang for the 
buck as if  we just shut the 
entire economy down,” said 
a frustrated Dr. Robert Red-
field, director of  the Centers 
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention, adding that he has 
studies to back that up.

Looking ahead, Fauci said 
he’s “cautiously optimistic 
that we will have a vaccine 
by the end of  this year and as 
we go into 2021. I don’t think 
it’s dreaming ... I believe it’s 
a reality (and) will be shown 
to be reality.” As the govern-
ment’s top infectious disease 

expert, Fauci heads the Na-
tional Institute of  Allergy 
and Infectious Diseases.

Under White House orders, 
federal health agencies and 
the Defense Department are 
carrying out a plan dubbed 
Operation Warp Speed to 
deliver 300 million vaccine 
doses on a compressed time-
line. That will happen only 
after the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration determines that 
one or more vaccines are safe 
and effective. Several candi-
dates are being tested.

Don’t look for a mass na-
tionwide vaccination right 
away, Fauci told lawmakers. 
There will be a priority list 
based on recommendations 

Fauci confident virus vaccine will get to Americans in 2021

KEVIN DIETSCH/Pool via AP

Dr. Anthony Fauci, director of the National Institute for Al-
lergy and Infectious Diseases, adjusts his face mask during 
a House Subcommittee on the coronavirus crisis hearing 
Friday on Capitol Hill in Washington. 
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Area residents in need of  free test-
ing for the novel coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, in coming weeks will be 
able to have that test at Mary Lan-
ning Healthcare under a new part-
nership between Mary Lanning and 
the state of  Nebraska.

To determine their eligibility for the 
free test, Nebraska residents will take 
an online assessment through the 
TestNebraska portal. Those who are 
eligible will be able to come to Mary 
Lanning and get it under an estab-
lished schedule.

The detailed schedule will be avail-
able closer to Aug. 17, the start date 
for the new arrangement.

Earlier this year, the state of  Ne-
braska contracted with private ven-
dors including Nomi Health, a Utah 
company, to ramp up the availability 
of  COVID-19 testing statewide under 

Mary Lanning joins 
TestNebraska initiative

FREE COVID-19 TESTING TO BE 
AVAILABLE BEGINNING AUG. 17
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