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Five Points Bank loses heartbreaker at state. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. North wind 5-10 
mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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Firefighters  practice with house fire
WILL VRASPIR

wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

Hastings firefighters 
practiced their skills 
and worked toward 
firefighter certification 
with a live training ses-
sion Saturday at 702 S. 
Chicago Ave.

Firefighters with Hast-
ings Fire and Rescue 
trained at the house 
most of  the day. Train-
ers used the building to 
show firefighters first-
hand about the way 
fires can grow.

“We started looking 
at a fire from the time 
it starts to the way it 
grows to the entire 
room,” said Fire Chief  
Brad Starling.

The training included 
examining the smoke 
and any visible flames 
to predict what is most 
likely occurring inside. 

Armed with that in-
formation, firefighters 
used the correct tools 
and techniques to com-
bat the blaze.

Windows in the build-
ing had been removed 
and boarded up prior 
to the exercises for the 
safety of  the firefighters.

Working with the Ne-
braska State Fire Mar-
shal’s Office, firefighters 
were able to work toward 
Firefighter I certification.

“We don’t get a lot of  
opportunities to be in 
control of  a fire from 
start to finish,” Starling 
said. “It’s still danger-
ous, but not to the level 
of  a real fire. We can ex-
periment with different 
things.”

The department con-
ducted about nine or 10 
exercises in the house 
before it ultimately was 

burned to the ground. 
The single-story house 
had been condemned 
by the city, which took 
ownership of  the prop-
erty with plans to clean 
it up for resale.

Through the day, spec-
tators from the neigh-
borhood came and went 
to watch the progress. 
More people stayed to 
watch as the final fire 
was ignited to burn the 
house down.

Firefighters continued 
practicing as the garage 
then house went up in 
flames. They sprayed 
water on a neighboring 
house and nearby ve-
hicles to prevent dam-
age from the heat of  the 
blaze. They kept the fire 
under control until it 
consumed the house and 
then extinguished the 
smoldering remains.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings Fire and Rescue Capt. Craig Oswald (left) and Lt. Paul Ishii con-
trol the flames while burning a structure at 702 S. Chicago Ave. following 
live training Saturday.
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B
LADEN — The 
Webster County 
Fair was blessed 
with perfect weath-
er.

That includes the rodeo, 
which started 7:30 p.m. each 
night Thursday through Sat-
urday.

“We’ve had great weather, 
were really fortunate,” said 
Wade Gibson, treasurer of  
the Webster County Agricul-
tural Association.

Gibson spoke as rodeo fans 
streamed into the arena on 
Saturday night, the final 
night of  action, when the 
temperature was about 80 de-
grees.

“It went really well,” he 
said.

An arena packed full of  fans 
watched the action in the 

dirt and on the adjoining big 
screen.

The Webster County Rodeo 
is a Kansas Pro Rodeo Associ-
ation sanctioned rodeo.

“It’s a legacy here,” Gibson 
said. “It’s heritage. We’ve 
done it for years. It’s our big-
gest event. It draws a lot of  
people in from a lot of  differ-
ent areas and it’s a good time. 
Good family fun.”

The Webster County Fair 

Weather shines on rodeo

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Dakota Button of Elwood competes in tie-down roping Saturday night at the Webster 
County Fair Rodeo in Bladen.
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GUIDE ROCK — Au-
thorities have recovered 
the body of  one of  two 
men presumed drowned 
near the Guide Rock Di-
version Dam, according 

to the Webster County 
Sheriff’s Office.

The man was found 
Sunday morning about 
a quarter- to a half-mile 
east of  the dam, located 
south of  Guide Rock.

The search contin-
ues for a second man 
also presumed to have 
drowned on Friday. 

The Sheriff’s Office re-
sponded to the call of  
a possible drowning on 
Friday about 3:45 p.m.

Sheriff Troy Schmitz 

said three men were 
fishing near the dam 
when they lost their 
footing, being pulled by 
the undertow. Another 
member of  their group 
used a fishing net to 
help one of  the men get 
to shore, but the other 
two men were pulled 
underwater before the 
net could be cast again.

Authorities haven’t re-
leased the identities of  
the men, but indicated 
one of  the presumed 

drowned men was from 
Grand Island and the 
other lived in the Hast-
ings or Blue Hill area.

The rescued man 
was taken to a hospital 
while the search began.

Law enforcement from 
Webster and Nuckolls 
counties responded Fri-
day, as well as emergency 
responders from Guide 
Rock and Red Cloud and 
rescue divers from He-
bron and Deshler.

The search continued 

into the evening and 
had to be suspended un-
til daylight on Saturday.

The Nebraska Game 
and Parks Commission 
then joined in the hunt 
using a boat with side so-
nar equipment. Rescue 
divers from Grand Island 
also arrived to assist.

“We appreciate all the 
help we’ve gotten from 
everybody,” Schmitz said.

He said rescuers have 
spent hundreds of  man 
hours using kayaks, air 

boats and foot patrol to 
scour the area search-
ing for any sign of  the 
missing men.

About 9:25 a.m., 
searchers found the re-
mains of  one of  the men 
east of  the dam.

Schmitz said the 
search will continue 
Monday morning.

“We’ll keep searching 
and doing everything 
we can to find him to 
get him back to his fam-
ily,” he said.

Body of 1 of 2 missing anglers found Sunday
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The Jonathon Reiber 
Memorial Soccer Fes-
tival may have reached 
its end but its memory 
lives on with a pair of  
new scoreboards at the 
Hastings High School 
soccer fields.

The 19th and final fes-
tival took place Satur-
day.

Festival organizer Ja-
son Marr of  Omaha 
said while normally 
four scholarships are 
given each year, seven 
scholarships totaling 
$16,000 were given away 
this year. The $16,000 
raised is more than dou-
ble the previous-high 
donation mark of  $7,000 

Soccer festival ends with 

dedication of new scoreboards

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Teams play soccer under a newly unveiled score-
board Saturday morning during the 19th annual 
Jonathon Reiber Memorial Soccer Festival.
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