
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B5
Comics B4
Crossword B6
Dear Abby B4

Entertainment A6
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices B3

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 161 © 2021

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Broncos move on to semifinals. - B1
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TODAY Mostly sunny. Breezy. 
Winds could gust as high as 30.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
North-northwest wind 5-15 mph.
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Lincoln Journal Star

LINCOLN — Lin-
coln’s defenses against 
Salt Creek flooding 
will face a stiffer test 
against heavier rains in 
the future, a study com-
missioned by the city 
found.

The city installed the 
Salt Creek levee system 
in the 1960s to with-
stand a 50-year flood, 
or a flow that has a 2% 
annual chance of  occur-
ring, the study said.

Since then, the city 
has had three floods 
equal to or exceeding a 
50-year flood level and 
one, in May 2015, that 
exceeded the 100-year 
flood level.

“It’s protected us 
pretty well so far,” Lin-
coln’s Assistant Direc-
tor for Utilities Donna 
Garden told the Lincoln 
Journal Star in an in-
terview last week.

But the city remains 
vulnerable, she said, 
and the May 2015 
storm highlighted the 
risk when floodwaters 
overtopped the levees, 
swamped the South Bot-
toms neighborhood and 
prompted evacuations.

Successive floods in 
2014 and 2015, updated 
rain models from the 
National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Adminis-
tration and the looming 
concerns of  future cli-
mate impacts prompted 

the city in late 2018 to 
seek guidance on how to 
mitigate flood potential 
in future years.

The models and pro-
jected flood risk antici-
pate Lincoln would see 
an 0.8-foot rise in flood-
waters on Salt Creek 
during a 100-year event, 
said Brian Dunnigan of  
Olsson, which did the 
analysis for the $262,000 
study.

Armed with that infor-
mation, Olsson recom-
mended a host of  strate-
gies to bolster the city’s 
flood defenses, but just 
what proposals from the 
Salt Creek Floodplain 
Resiliency Study should 

Lincoln considers steps to avoid flooding

GWYNETH ROBERTS/Lincoln Journal Star via AP

Salt Creek and the Salt Creek levee trail pass under two train trestles near 
Haymarket Park on April 2 in Lincoln. Lincoln’s defenses against Salt 
Creek flooding will face a stiffer test against heavier rains in the future, a 
study commissioned by the city found.
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A
nyone with a flag 
no longer fit to 
display can take it 
to Parkview Ceme-
tery for retirement 

thanks to Brayden Lockling.
Lockling, an 18-year-old Hast-

ings High School senior, put 
the finishing touches Saturday 
morning on a flag retirement 
box near the cemetery entrance 
as part of  an Eagle Scout proj-
ect. Fellow Troop 207 members 
aided his endeavor.

“I wanted to get this out, so 
that people would have a place 
to bring them, so that they 
wouldn’t hold onto them for-
ever,” he said.

People have brought old flags 
to Lockling’s parents because of  
the family’s involvement in Boy 
Scouts of  America.

“I’ve heard from other people 
that they’ve been given flags if  
they are a part of  Scouts,” he 
said. “So I made a box so that 
people could just bring them 
here.”

It was important to Lockling to 
respect the country and veter-
ans by providing this flag retire-
ment option.

“I know most people don’t, 
they don’t know how to prop-
erly retire them or they don’t 
properly retire them, so having 
a place they can bring them and 
get them properly retired in re-
spect of  our soldiers, country 
and America and do it the right 
way (is important),” Lockling 
said.

Handling flags
‘the right way’

HASTINGS SCOUT BUILDS  

RETIREMENT BOX  FOR OLD 

GLORY AT PARKVIEW

AMY ROH/Tribune

Brayden Lockling is pictured with his Eagle Scout project, a 
drop box for American flags to be retired, Saturday at Parkview 
Cemetery.
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Hastings Utilities is 
looking to improve in-
terchangeability cri-
teria for its propane 
plant.

The plant, in west 
Hastings, allowed Hast-
ings Utilities to reduce 
its gas usage during the 
February freeze, supple-
menting propane, sav-
ing Hastings Utilities 
more than $1 million.

Standardizing pro-
cesses and indexes, as 
well as tracking data, 
will aid the plant.

“This will enable us to 
gather data better and 
make better decisions,” 
said Keith Leonhardt, 
Hastings Utilities direc-
tor of  capital manage-
ment.

Improving inter-
changeability criteria 
for the propane plant 
was one of  several stra-
tegic initiative updates 
that HU superinten-
dents gave at the Hast-
ings Utility Board meet-
ing on Thursday.

Leonhardt also spoke 
about developing a tur-
bine performance mon-
itoring program for the 
Whelan Energy Cen-
ters. An Asset 360 per-

formance monitor is be-
ing used to gather and 
filter data.

“This will allow us to 
automate tracking of  
turbine performance 
over time,” Leonhardt 
said. “As we gather this 
information we’ll have 
a better idea of  how dif-
ferent components of  
the turbine are work-
ing.”

This will assist in 
planning outage work 
and spare parts needed.

Director of  Engineer-
ing Lee Vrooman gave 
an update on the Fisher 
Fountain renovation, 
saying it is still on pace 
for completion by July 
4.

Safety director Bob 
Davis spoke about elec-
tronic field inspection 
software.

The city will be able to 
track leading indicators 
and discussions to im-
prove observations.

The safety director 
will use and get the sys-
tem up and running.

Once the system is up 
and running, it will roll 
out to utility supervi-
sors.

Davis also is working 
on hands-free phone de-
vices.

He will purchase a few 
devices to sample.

Once a device is se-
lected, the city will start 
installing it in all HU 
vehicles to be in compli-
ance with all laws and 
policies.

Rich Kleinhample, HU 
director of  electric pro-
duction, spoke about his 
department’s efforts to 
improve Lock Out Tag 
Out practices, which 
safeguard workers from 
hazardous energy re-
leases.

He said Hastings Util-
ities is looking at the 
Lock Out Tag Out policy 
itself  and how HU is ad-
ministering it at electric 
production facilities.

He is reviewing soft-
ware packages so Hast-
ings Lock Out Tag Out 
practices comply with 
federal Occupational 
Safety and Health Ad-
ministration standards.

Kleinhample also 
talked with represen-
tatives from other re-
gional power plants.

“We’re trying to make 
sure we’re focusing 
in the right areas,” he 
said.

He also is focusing on 

Utility board gets update 
about multiple projects

The Associated Press

OMAHA — The 
Omaha economy will 
get a significant boost 
from hosting the en-
tire NCAA volleyball 
championship tourna-
ment over the next two 
weeks.

For instance, when the 
NCAA decided to move 
the entire tournament 
to the city instead of  
just holding the Final 
Four in Omaha, the de-
mand for hotel rooms 
for the teams and offi-
cials jumped from 900 
nights to 9,400 nights, 
according to the Omaha 
World-Herald

Those added hotel 
rooms alone are ex-
pected to generate an 
$18 million economic 

impact for the city, said 
Deborah Ward of  Visit 
Omaha, the city’s con-
vention and visitors 
bureau. That doesn’t in-
clude the money spent 
by family and friends 
who come to the city to 
cheer on their favorite 
teams.

The economic boost is 
welcome after so many 
events have been can-
celled in the past year 
because of  the corona-
virus pandemic. The 
major events cancelled 
last year included the 
College World Series, 
the U.S. Olympic Swim 
Trials and the Berk-
shire Hathaway annual 
meeting.

“This is the high-
est level of  business 

we have seen in a long 
time,” said Steve Hilton, 
general manager of  the 
Marriott Omaha Down-
town at Capitol District, 
right across the street 
from the CHI Health 
Center Omaha. “It’s a 
step in the right direc-
tion for the recovery 
process and prepares us 
for bigger things in the 
future.”

Several other events 
are expected to follow 
the volleyball tourna-
ment. In June, the Swim 
Trials will be held after 
a one-year delay and 
the College World Se-
ries will return. Then 
in July, the U.S. Senior 
Open golf  champion-
ship will be held in the 
city.

NCAA volleyball tournament 
will boost Omaha’s economy
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