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Hawkettes fall in Top 10 battle. - B1

Friday, February 14, 2020

weather
38
26

TODAY Sunny. Wind chill values 
between -7 and 3. Breezy.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy and breezy. 
Winds could gust as high as 30 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Graison Jackson
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A Hastings Public 

School Board of  Edu-
cation member has va-
cated his seat on the 
school board for miss-
ing too many consecu-
tive board meetings, as 
per the board’s policies.

Brady Rhodes, who in-
formed the school board 
in 2019 that he and his 

family would be spend-
ing time in Latin Amer-

ica to ex-
perience 
the culture 
for most of  
this spring 
semester, 
missed two 
meetings 
in Janu-
ary.

The school board pol-
icy says that a board 
member will vacate his 
or her position if  he or 
she misses two board 
meetings consecutive. 
The board then will 
vote during the third 

meeting to determine if  
the member may be ex-
cused.

A resolution to excuse 
Rhodes for four meet-
ings and/or 45 days 
was voted on and failed 
3-4 at the HPS board 
work session Thursday 
night. Board members 
Jim Boeve and Rhodes 
were absent. Board 
members Becky Sulli-
van, Bob Sullivan and 
Sharon Brooks voted 
to excuse Rhodes. 
Board members John 
Bonham, Brent Goll-
ner, Tracey Katzberg 
and Laura Schneider 

elected not to excuse 
Rhodes.

Prior to the vote, Bob 
Sullivan asked the other 
board members if  they 
had received any public 
comment about Rhodes’ 
absence.

“I haven’t heard any, 
and what I thought is 
if  I heard something, 
I would be concerned. 
But I didn’t know if  any-
body else had,” Bob Sul-
livan said.

Several board mem-
bers said they had 
heard several com-
ments from constitu-
ents. Bonham said he 

had about 15 comments 
expressing some con-
cern.

Bob Sullivan then 
motioned for an an 
amendment to have the 
board vote on a meet-
ing-by-meeting basis 
to excuse Rhodes, in-
stead of  the four meet-
ings and/or 45 days. He 
said that way, the public 
would have the opportu-
nity to express concerns 
and the board would 
handle the resolution 
based on public opinion.

Superintendent Jeff 
Schneider said that the 
four-meeting and 45-

day parameter would 
allow the public to pro-
vide feedback and the 
board would not have to 
continue voting on the 
matter.

Bob then changed the 
amendment to excuse 
Rhodes for two meet-
ings and/or 30 days.

Board members voted 
on the amendment, 
which failed 2-5. Due 
to technical errors, the 
amendment was voted 
on again, resulting in 
2-4, with Brooks ab-
staining.

Rhodes loses HPS board seat for absenteeism
He Had notified 

colleagues He would 
be out of country 

witH family for most 
of spring semester

Rhodes

JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com

A
s a singer-song-
writer looking to 
make a name for 
herself, Hannah 
Jensen of  Hast-

ings is hoping her new EP 
will help get her latest work 
into the hands of  artists 
looking for new and original 
material.

And if  you happen to notice 
her distinct alto singing voice 
while listening, she’s OK with 
that, also.

Jensen, whose father is By-
ron Jensen, Hastings Sym-
phony Orchestra maestro, 
has no desire to be the next 
pop or rock superstar. She’d 
much rather write the songs 
and let others make hits of  
them. A gifted multi-instru-
mentalist who plays piano, 
saxophone, ukulele and gui-
tar, the 27-year-old is per-
fectly content working be-
hind the scenes while others 
grab the spotlight.

“I don’t really consider my-
self  much of  a singer,” she 
said. “I can sing, and I think I 
have a nice voice, but I prefer 
to write songs and let other 
people sing them. If  I’m per-
forming, I’d rather just be 

playing piano and not sing-
ing.”

A more mature upgrade 
from her debut extended-play 
record, “Tell Me,” recorded in 
2018, “Light as the Air” fea-
tures a more sophisticated 
layered soundscape that in-
cludes the talents of  her con-
ductor father on bass and 
younger brother, Nathan, 
singing background vocals.

Produced by Dylan Parker 
at the Grid studio in Lincoln, 
the new record is available on 
Spotify, Apple Music, iTunes 
and Amazon Music.

Subject matter focuses 
largely on relationships, both 
personal and those of  friends. 
It’s a topic Jensen feels most 
comfortable writing about, 

one that reflects her longtime 
love of  poetry and storytell-
ing.

“I’ve always loved writ-
ing poetry,” she said “When 
I was in elementary school 
getting familiar with notes 
and rhythms and melodies, 
I eventually put the two of  
them together. I wrote a few 
songs in elementary school 
that were what you’d expect 
from an 8-year-old, but wrote 
my first what I considered a 
good song when I was 16, my 
junior year in high school.

“I played it for a few of  my 
friends and was really ner-
vous about it, but they loved 
it and would ask me to play 

Giving voice to song 
AMY ROH/Tribune

Hannah Jensen teaches piano to Briley Zabel, 12, on Feb. 4.
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Hannah Jensen is pictured for her album “Light as the Air,” 
her 8-song EP released this year.

Hastings’ HannaH Jensen 
releases second ep; sHe 

would ratHer write, sell 
material tHan perform 
beHind tHe micropHone
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The outgoing director 

of  electric production 
and wastewater facili-
ties at Hastings Utilities 
was lauded at his final 
Hastings Utility Board 
meeting Thursday.

Mike Hernandez’s last 
day at Hastings Utilities 
is March 3. He is return-
ing to St. Paul, Minne-
sota, where he worked 
previously and still 
maintains a residence.

Hernandez has worked 
at Hastings Utilities 
since July 2015. He was 
hired as director of  
electric production and 

later also became direc-
tor of  wastewater facil-
ities.

“I wanted to acknowl-
edge Mike for the time 
he’s been here, at least 
while I’ve been here, 
and I’m certain he’s 
benefited our opera-
tions from day one, and 
I wanted to thank him 
publicly,” said HU Man-
ager Kevin Johnson, 
who started with Hast-
ings Utilities in October 
2017.

In his role as director 
of  electric production 
and wastewater facili-
ties, Hernandez oversees 
operations at HU gener-
ation facilities including 
the Whelan Energy Cen-
ters and the Pollution 
Control Facility.

HU losing manager
of energy centers, 
wastewater plant

Hernandez lauded 
at final utility 
board meeting

JOSHUA GOODMAN
The Associated Press

TIBU, Colombia — 
With Colombian mili-
tary snipers in position, 
Howard Buffett de-
scends from a helicop-
ter and trudges through 
the wet grass in steel-
toe boots chewed 
through by his dog’s 
teeth.

Waiting under a tin-
roofed shack is a small 
group of  coca farmers. 
They’ve never heard 
of  multi-billionaire in-

vestor Warren Buffett, 
but after decades of  
neglect by their own 
government they’re 
grateful for the out-
stretched hand of  his 
eldest son, who they 
refer to simply as “the 
gringo.”

“There’s a saying 
here: The less you 
know, the better,” said 
Rubén Morantes, his 
leathery skin and cal-
loused hands a testa-
ment to a lifetime of  

Howard Buffett
helping Colombia
kick cocaine curse

IVAN VALENCIA/AP

In this Jan. 29 photo, Howard Buffett receives 
presents during a visit with Colombia’s President 
Ivan Duque (right) to a cocoa farm in La Gabarra, 
Colombia. 
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