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Sodbusters win wild game against Moo. - B1

JARAD JOHNSON 

jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

Zion Lutheran School 
will change its name to 
“Zion Classical Acad-
emy – Est. by Zion Lu-
theran Church” for the 
2020-21 academic year 
and will adopt a classi-
cal Christian education 
model for its curricu-

lum beginning this fall.
Leaders of  the pre-

school through eighth-
grade institution in 
Hastings hope the classi-
cal education model will 
better serve students 
and families through a 
Christian-based curricu-
lum, supported by Hills-
dale College in Hillsdale, 
Michigan.

Zion Lutheran is work-
ing with the Thom 
Foundation, a nonprofit 

organization support-
ing Christian educa-
tion named after LeRoy 
Thom, to make the 
changes.

LeRoy Thom, who died 
in 2018, was the founder 
of  T-L Irrigation head-
quartered near Hastings.

The school is hosting 
a “Rally in the Park” at 
the Chautauqua Park 
Pavilion at noon Sun-
day to answer questions 
for those interested. The 

event will include food, 
live music and a drawing 
for a half-year of  tuition.

Sara Nielsen, head 
teacher at Zion Lu-
theran, said the classi-
cal Christian education 
will return to a style 
of  teaching that was 
eclipsed about 100 years 
ago. Zion Lutheran 
will be joining other 
Nebraska schools, in-
cluding Zion Lutheran 
School in Kearney, that 

follow the classical 
model.

“We’re going to be 
hearkening back to the 
way that schools were 
actually teaching be-
fore all the 20th and 21st 
century educational re-
forms,” Nielsen said. “A 
lot of  that reform has 
been politically moti-
vated, not necessarily 
in the direction that our 
school and our LCMS be-
liefs would agree with.”

The reintroduced cur-
riculum will include 
subjects like Latin and 
logic and take a differ-
ent approach to other 
subjects, like history. 

The curriculum is 
designed to inter-
weave subjects and 
teach students how to 
draw connections be-
tween them, Nielsen 
said.
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I
n between showing animals at 
the Adams County Fair, 4-H 
exhibitors on the fairgrounds are 
busy keeping their animals and 
stalls clean.

It isn’t just because they want to — 
they are being scored on it.

The herdsmanship contest is an on-
going contest during the fair where 
clubs are judged on how clean they 
keep everything. Only clubs of  three 
or more members participate, and ev-

ery species a group will be judged.
The judging criteria include the 

cleanliness and care of  the animal, 
making sure manure is removed, mak-
ing sure feed is removed when the an-
imal is unattended, and ensuring the 
exhibitors’ share of  the alley is clean.

“Its a competition between the clubs 
to see who does the best job,” said Kirk 
Feeney, a 4-H volunteer.

Feeney has been helping find the 
judges for the contest for four years. 
He says the reason for having the com-
petition is simply to keep the space 
clean, keep animals healthy and create 
some team spirit in the clubs.

“If  you go out to look at the animals, 
you don’t want to step in poo while 
your looking at the pigs. That’s it in a 

nutshell,” Feeney said. “Nobody wins 
in that situation.”

Feeney said the contest happens 
eight times over the course of  the 
fair — once in the morning and once 
in the evening every day. A different 
judge makes the rounds every time. 
The only time an species won’t be 
judged is when it is being shown, be-
cause that is often when the area is at 
its dirtiest.

The 4-H’ers are given two time ranges 
of  when the herdsmanship judges will 
start checking the area, both in the 
morning and evening. The ambiguity 
of  when the judge will show up keeps 
the youths on their toes and their ar-
eas as clean as possible.
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As Ian Barnes looked 
through his micro-
scope at a tiny organ-
ism floating in the 
pond water from the 
Platte River, he wasn’t 
quite sure what he was 
looking at.

“It just ate some-
thing,” he said.

His partner, Joseph 
Meihak, was looking 
through his dichoto-
mous key, a paper with 
several drawings of  or-
ganisms, and thought 
it might be an amoeba, 
but he wasn’t sure 
what kind.

“I think it’s number 
28,” he said, pointing 
to a basic drawing of  

of  an acanthamoeba, 
an amoeba with a rigid 
pellicular covering.

Around them, other 
students from the 
Hastings College 
Crane Trust Academy 
looked at their own 
samples under the mi-
croscope in one of  the 
Morrison-Reeves Sci-
ence Center labs. Ten 

high school seniors 
and two juniors from 
around Nebraska and 
Colorado were finish-
ing up the weeklong 
program.

The group spent its 
time in the laboratory 
Thursday, before leav-
ing the program. 

Earlier in the week, 
participants went out 

to the Crane Trust Na-
ture and Visitor Center 
in Hall County north 
of  Juniata. 

There, they worked 
with the center to 
learn about the ecol-
ogy of  the Platte River 
ecosystem and conser-
vation.
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TODAY Sunny and hot. Heat index 
values as high as 106.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. South 
wind 10-15 mph.
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School changing education model
ZION LUTHERAN ALSO 
MAKING NAME CHANGE

4-H’ERS FOCUSING ON HIGH-QUALITY 
HERDSMANSHIP AS THEY NEVER KNOW 

WHEN A JUDGE WILL COME AROUND

AMY ROH/Hastings Tribune

Atley Parr cleans out soiled hay from the cattle stalls Wednesday during the Adams County Fair.

Kids study tiny organisms near Crane Trust

ANDREW TAYLOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Washington negotia-
tors are closing in on 
a budget and debt deal 
that would stave off the 
chance of  a government 
shutdown this fall and 
allow Congress to speed 
through legislation to 
increase the govern-
ment’s borrowing cap.

The emerging two-
year framework would 
satisfy demands for an 
outline to guide con-
gressional work on 
more than $1.3 trillion 
in agency operating 
budgets. It would still 
need to be fleshed out 
in follow-up legislation, 
and puts off battles over 
political land mines like 
immigration and Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
unfulfilled promises of  
a border wall.

Obstacles remain and 
conservative forces in-
side the White House 
are resisting a quick 
deal and want more 
concessions from Pe-
losi, who says a deal is 
needed this week in or-
der to ensure it passes 
before the summer re-
cess.

The chief  advocates of  
the deal include House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif., and Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell, R-Ky., along 
with top Senate Dem-
ocrat Chuck Schumer 
of  New York. Many 
House conservatives 
are likely to oppose it 
as spending too much 
on Democratic domes-
tic initiatives and ig-
noring budget deficits 
estimated at $1 trillion. 
Treasury Secretary Ste-
ven Mnuchin, focused 
chiefly on the need to 
increase the debt limit, 
is the chief  negotiator 
for the Trump adminis-
tration.

Pelosi and Schumer 
spoke with Mnuchin 
on Wednesday, and the 
talks have gotten down 
to timing issues. Pelosi 
told reporters that “if  
we’re really going to do 
this by next Thursday 
before we leave we have 
to have some agreement 
this week.”

Congress 
close to 
spending, 
debt deal
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