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TODAY Sunny. West-southwest 
wind 10-15, with 20 mph gusts.
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Longtime newspaper-
man Ted Gill of  Arap-
ahoe was recognized 
last week for his long 
and distinguished ca-
reer in journalism that 
embraced small-town 
newspapers as indis-
pensable in communi-
ties across Nebraska.

Gill, who owned, oper-
ated, and bailed out sev-
eral small newspapers 
beginning in the 1970s 
with his late wife, Cher-
ridah, was inducted 
into the Nebraska Jour-
nalism Hall of  Fame 
at a ceremony Oct. 25 
at the Nebraska Club 
in Lincoln. He contin-
ues to hold the title of  
publisher of  the Clay 
County News, which 

has its offices in Sutton.
Also inducted were 

Les Mann of  Wayne and 
Joe Starita of  Lincoln.

In remarks at the in-
duction ceremony, Gill 
said the honor he was 
receiving “makes me 
feel like I am standing 
on the shoulders of  gi-
ants.”

“This is the great state 
of  Nebraska,” Gill said 
at the induction cere-
mony. “Only here could 
a little squirt from a 
small Kansas High 
school and town receive 
this type of  recognition 
in his second career.”

He mentioned the good 
times and bad times 
he and Cherridah and 
their family had expe-
rienced over the years, 
personally and in the 
newspaper business, 
and acknowledged 
many of  his colleagues 
and counterparts 
from whom they have 
learned, including Don 

Antrobus of  Arapahoe, 
Everett Walters of  Ber-
trand, Doug Duncan of  
Shelton, Don Russell of  
Sutton, Ted Huettman 
of  Wisner, Ken Rhoades 
of  Blair, and Allen 
Beermann, longtime ex-
ecutive director of  the 
Nebraska Press Associ-
ation. He also paid trib-
ute to his late wife, who 
died in May 2018, calling 
her a “super wife.”

“Our family over the 
years has survived 15 
presidents, nine Ne-
braska governors, 
three major floods, one 
major tornado, many 
major snowstorms, 
two careers, six differ-
ent houses, four chil-
dren and a number of  
deaths,” Gill said. “ ... 
We tried to support, 
help and further jour-
nalism in Nebraska. In 
the words of  the late 
Gene Morris of  McCook 
(a true friend): ‘In my 
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Lt. Governor Mike Foley (left) and Amy Struthers, interim dean and profes-
sor at UNL college of journalism and mass communications, pose with in-
ductee Ted Gill (right) at the Nebraska Journalism Hall of Fame ceremony 
in Lincoln Oct. 25.
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L
OS ANGELES 
— Southern 
California Edison 
said Friday that 
it re-energized a 

16,000-volt power line min-
utes before a nearby hilltop 
exploded into a blaze that 
is threatening thousands of  
homes.

SCE and other utilities cut 
off power this week to hun-
dreds of  thousands of  Cal-
ifornians to prevent wind-
storms from knocking down 

or fouling lines and sparking 
devastating fires.

As the winds eased in most 

Wind and fire
re-enerGizinG power line 

leads To fresh blaze on 
day when crews had 

oTherwise Gained Ground
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Firefighter Giannis Giagos battles the Maria Fire in Santa Paula, Calif., on Friday. Accord-
ing to Ventura County Fire Department, the blaze has scorched more than 8,000 acres and 
destroyed at least two structures. 
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Flames from a backfire consume a hillside Friday as fire-
fighters battle the Maria Fire in Santa Paula, Calif.
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Jurors heard clos-

ing arguments Friday 
to cap seven days of  
testimony in the mur-
der trial of  Daniel 
B. Harden in Adams 
County District Court.

Corey O’Brien with 
the Nebraska Attorney 
General’s Office gave 
the closing statement 
for the prosecution.

“Over the last seven 
days of  testimony, 
you’ve heard a tragic 
tale of  a drug transac-
tion that went wrong,” 
he said.

Prosecutors say the 
23-year-old Harden 
was among a group 
who conspired to rob 
19-year-old Jose “Joey” 
Hansen in the early 
morning hours on Sept. 
11, 2017. Harden, Deante 
Mullen and Deonte 
Hayes allegedly agreed 
to participate, but 
Hayes became ill from 
excess drugs and alco-
hol and stayed behind. 
Mullen and Harden al-
legedly drove to meet 
Hansen in a white 
Chevy Tahoe owned 
by Mullen’s girlfriend, 
Katherine Creigh.

Mullen testified he 
was driving the vehi-
cle, which was spotted 
traveling down G Street 
by security cameras at 

2:21 a.m. and 2:23 a.m., 
as he circled the 700 
block of  West G Street. 
He said Hansen got 
into the back seat and 
handed him the drugs 
mentioned in their 
agreement. Then Mul-
len says Harden pulled 
a gun on Hansen, who 
jumped out of  the ve-
hicle and ran. Mullen 
claims Harden shot the 
weapon as Hansen fled 
but didn’t know if  he 
had been hit.

But defense attorney 
Clarence Mock pointed 
out that Mullen cut a 
deal with prosecutors 
to offer testimony and 
pointed the finger at 
Harden to avoid the pos-
sibility of  spending life 
in prison himself. Pros-
ecutors made a similar 
deal with Creigh, who 
has been charged as an 
accessory to the crime. 
He said the deals give 
them motivation to im-
plicate Harden in their 
testimony.

“You have two chief  
witnesses bought and 
paid for by the state,” he 
said.

O’Brien said the plea 
agreements are condi-
tional on Mullen and 
Creigh telling the truth. 
If  caught in a lie, they 
would break the deal 
and the original charges 
would continue.

“The purpose of  any 
officer of  the court is 
to seek the truth,” he 
said. “The truth is what 
we’re after.”

O’Brien said the 
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