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Area golfers shine on gloomy day. - B1

Friday, April 16, 2021

weather

42

34

TODAY Snow before 10 a.m., then 
rain. Gusts as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT A chance of rain and 
snow before 2 a.m., then rain.

Details, page A5 Art by Isabella Schmidt
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OMAHA — Nebraska 
health officials continue 
to find more coronavi-
rus cases caused by dif-
ferent strains of  the vi-
rus in the state.

Health officials said 
291 cases of  variants 
of  the virus have been 
confirmed in Nebraska, 
up from 237 a week ago. 
Most of  those cases 
were caused by a vari-
ant that was first iden-
tified in the United 
Kingdom that is more 
contagious than the 
original strain of  the vi-
rus and more deadly.

The state said the 
number of  people hospi-
talized with the virus in 
the state has generally 
been increasing since 
late March although the 
number has declined 
slightly in the past few 
days and it remains well 

below the peak of  987 
reached in November. A 
total of  155 people were 
hospitalized with the vi-
rus Wednesday.

Nebraska reported 
309 new cases of  the vi-
rus on Wednesday to 
give the state a total 
of  215,383 cases. There 
have been 2,205 deaths 
since the pandemic be-
gan.

The seven-day rolling 
average of  daily new 
cases in Nebraska de-
creased over the past 
two weeks from 343.86 
new cases per day on 
March 30 to 327.00 new 
cases per day on Tues-
day.

Nebraska has now 
vaccinated 32.2% of  its 
population over the age 
of  16 for the virus. Any-
one over the age of  16 
is eligible to receive the 
vaccine in the state.

Nebraska identifies more 
variants of the coronavirus
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Donors to the 2021 
Campaign for the 
United Way of  South 

Central 
Nebraska 
blew the 
lid off the 
largest 
goal ever 
set for the 
yearly 
fundrais-
ing drive.

United Way officials 
announced Thurs-
day that this year’s 
campaign brought in 
$584,199 — well more 
than the established 

goal of  $550,000.
The money is allocated 

to more than 40 health 
and human service or-
ganizations in Adams, 
Clay, Webster and Nu-
ckolls counties.

Campaign leaders said 
the success of  the fund 
drive is all the more 
impressive given the 
troubled times in which 
it occurred. The novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, pandemic 
has disrupted the oper-
ations and finances of  
many local businesses, 
organizations and 
households over the 
past 13 months.

In a statement, David 
and Brandee Schram 
of  Hastings, 2021 cam-
paign chairs, paid trib-
ute to donors’ response.

“We are so humbled 

by the continued gener-
osity of  this area,” said 
David, a local family 
physician, and Brandee, 
a doctor of  pharmacy. 
“Businesses, employees 
and private donors con-
tinued to step up and 
give to help others in 
need, even in such un-
certain, hard times. We 
thank you all very much 
for the successful cam-
paign this year. You all 
have proven that there 
is nothing we can’t do or 
overcome when we Live 
United together.”

Jodi Graves, United 
Way executive director, 
said 2020 was a difficult 
time for many area res-
idents, but also was a 
time when the impor-
tance of  nonprofit or-
ganizations’ work was 
apparent.

“When we launched 
this campaign last fall, 
we had no idea what 
the outcome would be,” 
Graves said. “So many 
people had a rough year 
that we just weren’t 
sure how this would 
turn out, but so many 
people recognized the 
need, and stepped up. 
We are so incredibly 
thankful to live in an 
area that is so generous. 
We truly want to thank 
everyone that supported 
the 2021 campaign.”

The United Way didn’t 
have an annual meeting 
this year, so Thursday’s 
news release serves to 
inform the community 
of  the campaign’s suc-
cess.

The organization also 

United Way celebrates record-breaking campaign
EVEN AMID 

COVID-19, AREA 
DONORS STEPPED UP TO 

SUPPORT NONPROFITS
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David and Brandee Schram served as co-chairs 
of the 2021 fundraising campaign for the United 
Way of South Central Nebraska.

Graves
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A
t age 20, Christian 
Yost already was 
a mover and shak-
er in the world of  
show production.

Since launching his profes-
sional career at age 18 as a 
stagehand for a long-running 
magic show in the Bahamas, 
Yost, now 26 and in his first 
year teaching vocal music at 
Hastings High School, has 
put together quite the theat-
rical resumé in the world of  
television and live stage pro-
duction.

Yost ascended to the role of  
stage manager and produc-
tion manager during his stint 
with “The Grand Illusions 
of  Rob Lake” show at the At-
lantis Resort. His substantial 
body of  work in the enter-
tainment industry includes 
performances on Broadway, 
the Las Vegas Strip, Lake 
Tahoe’s stages and more than 
15 countries. His production 
and touring escapades fea-
ture work with Disney, ABC, 

NBC, Hallmark and Armed 
Forces Entertainment.

So what is the Omaha native 
and son of  worship leader 
Steve and music teacher Ti-
maree Yost doing in Hastings 
with seemingly endless op-
portunities beckoning in the 
industry?

Paying it forward.
“I hate the saying that 

‘Those who can’t do, teach,’ ” 
he said. “I want to do the ex-
act opposite. I say those who 
can do and have the heart 
come back and teach.”

In pursuing his dream of  
teaching, Yost believes he 
has found his calling in the 
classroom. The glitter and 
glamor of  working shows in 
New York City, Los Angeles 
and around the globe merely 
served to help ready him for 
his ultimate role as teacher.

“I never wanted to be a 
Broadway star,” he said. “I 
just wanted to get some ex-
perience. My philosophy is to 
be a teacher who is teaching 
from experience, not from a 
textbook.

“I never intended it was go-
ing to take me on the ride 
that it did. It was just a bless-
ing. The stones just kept get-
ting laid in front of  me, and 
I just kept on walking, and 

here I am.”
Hailing from a long line 

of  music instructors and 
live theater experiences, 
Yost found himself  drawn to 
drama at an early age. Join-
ing his three older brothers 
onstage in Easter produc-
tions at his father’s church at 
age 5 sparked an interest in 
performance art that has car-
ried on to becoming his ca-
reer aspiration.

“My mom is a music 
teacher, so I grew up with 
music in the house,” he said. 
“There were these big Eas-
ter productions at church, 
and my three brothers and 
I all ended up being musi-
cal in some way. We were in 
the shows and all sang and 
danced.

“My dad’s parents were mu-
sic educators and choir direc-
tors, and both of  my mom’s 
parents were very musical, so 
that’s just kind of  my family 
(dynamic): We do music and 
we teach.”

Though he entertained 
the idea of  becoming a pro-
fessional timpani player 
through middle school, his 
career aspiration turned 
to education by the time he 

He’s a magic man
HHS VOCAL TEACHER 

CHRISTIAN YOST HAS A 
HAND IN ILLUSION AND 
HEART FOR TEACHING

AMY ROH/Tribune

Christian Yost is pictured in the auditorium at Hastings High School before a rehearsal for 
its production of “The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee” Thursday.

MATTHEW LEE

AP Diplomatic Writer

KABUL, Afghani-
stan — U.S. Secretary 
of  State Antony Blinken 
made an unannounced 
visit to Afghanistan on 
Thursday to sell Afghan 
leaders and a wary 
public on President 
Joe Biden’s decision to 
withdraw all American 
troops from the country 
and end America’s lon-
gest war.

Blinken sought to as-
sure senior Afghan pol-
iticians that the United 
States remains commit-
ted to the country de-
spite Biden’s announce-
ment a day earlier that 
the 2,500 U.S. soldiers re-
maining in the country 
would be coming home 
by the 20th anniversary 
of  the Sept. 11 terrorist 
attacks that led to the 
U.S. invasion in 2001.

“I wanted to demon-
strate with my visit the 
ongoing commitment of  
the United States to the 
Islamic Republic and 
the people of  Afghani-
stan,” Blinken told Af-

ghan President Ashraf  
Ghani as they met at 
the presidential palace 
in Kabul. “The partner-
ship is changing, but 
the partnership itself  is 
enduring.”

“We respect the deci-
sion and are adjusting 
our priorities,” Ghani 
told Blinken, expressing 
gratitude for the sacri-
fices of  US troops.

Later, in a meeting 
with Abdullah Abdul-
lah, who heads the Na-
tional Reconciliation 
Council, Blinken re-
peated his message, say-
ing that “we have a new 
chapter, but it is a new 
chapter that we’re writ-
ing together.”

“We are grateful to 
your people, your coun-
try, your administra-
tion,” Abdullah said.

NATO immediately 
followed Biden’s lead 
on Wednesday, say-
ing its roughly 7,000 
non-American forces in 
Afghanistan would be 
departing within a few 

Blinken in Afghanistan 
to sell troop withdrawal
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