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Huskers set to meet Badgers. - B1

Tuesday, January 21, 2020

weather
34
29

TODAY Increasing clouds. Wind 
chill values between -7 and 3.

TONIGHT A chance of snow be-
fore 2 a.m., then rain and snow.

Details, page A5 Art by Rylan Trapp
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J
im Krebsbach, lo-
gistics manager for 
Hearts and Hands 
against Hunger of  
Hastings, rarely 

stopped moving Monday 
morning as he replenished 
supplies during a meal-pack-
ing event at the First Presby-
terian Church PEACE Center.

The packing of  meals — a 
nutritious rice-soy casserole 
that contains 21 essential vi-
tamins and minerals, dehy-
drated vegetables, chicken 
flavoring, rice and soy pro-
tein — was scheduled in con-
junction with Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Day. This was 
the third year volunteers 
had a “day on” instead of  a 
day off on the holiday help-
ing with a Hearts and Hands 
against Hunger of  Hastings 
meal-packing event.

“I think we started with 30 
or 40 people at the most (two 
years ago), and we’re well 
over 80 people today, and 
11 different organizations 
represented by those peo-
ple working on the lines,” 
Krebsbach said. “I think the 
response has been very good. 
People have bought into the 
service aspect with Martin 
Luther King.”

Hearts and Hands against 
Hunger of  Hastings is run by 
Hastings Noon Kiwanis.

The YWCA of  Adams 
County helped plan Mon-
day’s event.

“We want to make sure peo-
ple are giving back to the 

community on a daily ba-
sis, but especially when they 
aren’t working we want to 
make sure they are having 
a day on versus a day off,” 
YWCA Executive Director 
Laura Stutte said.

She was pouring rice into 
meal bags at a table where 
she was joined by Anne Can-
non, director of  the Hastings 
Literacy Program; Sonia 
Klouse, assistant director of  
the YWCA of  Adams County; 
and Kim Wilder, who works 
with the Adams County Vet-

erans Office Service.
“It’s just a win-win,” said 

Cannon as she poured soy 
protein. “We’re doing some-
thing good for other people; 
you’re visiting with your 
friends from other service 
agencies.”

Wilder, who was pouring 
dehydrated vegetables, said 
volunteers also were count-
ing their blessings to be liv-
ing in the United States of  
America.

Some of  the packaged meals 

Hearts, hands for service
More than 80 people 

pack thousands of Meals 
during Mlk ‘day on’     

to help others
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A meal packet is assembled by a volunteer at Hearts and Hands Against Hunger Monday.
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Melodee Spady, 9, catches a meal packet tossed to her by 
Ashley Fitzgerald (right) while they volunteer at Hearts and 
Hands Against Hunger Monday in honor of Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day.
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The Associated Press

ATLANTA — Ag-
ainst the backdrop of  
a presidential election 
year, Monday’s Martin 
Luther King Jr. holi-
day found leaders still 
wrestling over how to 
best embody the slain 

civil rights leader.
In Atlanta, Republi-

cans told a sometimes 
cool crowd at Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, King’s 
onetime church, that 
they were honoring 
King’s legacy of  ser-
vice and political em-
powerment. But Dem-
ocrats found more 
favor by highlighting 
the ways they said the 
current political and 
social order calls for 
more radical action in 

line with King’s prin-
ciples.

Monday’s speeches at 
Ebenezer Baptist were 
just one slice of  the polit-
ical struggle in Georgia, 
where Democrats believe 
they can make further 
inroads in the Repub-
lican-controlled state, 
aided by diverse in-mi-
gration and a suburban 
backlash against Presi-
dent Donald Trump.

Up for re-election this 
year, Trump sought to 

stamp his own mark on 
the commemoration. 
He and Vice President 
Mike Pence made a 
brief  visit to the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memo-
rial in Washington. Ear-
lier in the day, Trump 
sent a tweet noting that 
it was the third anni-
versary of  his inaugu-
ration: “So appropriate 
that today is also MLK 
jr DAY. African-Amer-
ican Unemployment is 
the LOWEST in the his-

tory of  our Country, by 
far. Also, best Poverty, 
Youth, and Employment 
numbers, ever. Great!”

Black unemployment 
has reached a record 
low during the Trump 
administration, but 
many economists note 
economic growth since 
2009 has driven hiring. 
The most dramatic drop 
in black unemployment 
came under President 
Barack Obama. De-
spite economic success, 

polls find most African 
American voters regard 
Trump with distaste.

In Atlanta, Republican 
U.S. Sen. Kelly Loeffler, 
appointed last month 
by Georgia Gov. Brian 
Kemp, said her upbring-
ing on an Illinois farm 
was touched by King.

“Dr. King’s call to ser-
vice, to sacrifice, to put 
others first, it shaped 
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Hastings residents will 

be voting May 12 on a $6 
million bond issue to re-
purpose the Morton El-
ementary building into 
a preschool center and 
administrative offices.

The Hastings Public 
Schools Board of  Ed-
ucation approved the 
motion 8-0 during its 
Monday evening meet-

ing. All members except 
Brady Rhodes were in 
attendance. Rhodes is 
on a trip outside of  the 
country and is not ex-
pected back until May.

Voters will be asked 
a two-part question 
on their May ballot: 
whether or not to ap-
prove the district issu-
ing general obligation 
bonds, and whether or 
not to collect a special 
levy of  taxes for the 
purpose of  improving 
the Morton building.

Voters can vote for 
the bonds and tax or 

Morton bond
issue headed
to May ballot
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WASHINGTON —
On the eve of  Presi-

dent Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial, the 
Senate leader proposed 
a compressed calendar 
for opening statements, 
White House lawyers ar-
gued for swift rejection 
of  the “flimsy” charges 
and the Capitol braced 
for the contentious pro-
ceedings unfolding in an 
election year.

Final trial prepara-

tions were underway 
Monday on a tense day 
of  plodding develop-
ments with Trump’s 
legacy — and the judg-
ment of  both parties in 
Congress — at stake.

The president’s legal 
team, in its first full 
filing for the impeach-
ment court, argued 
that Trump did “abso-
lutely nothing wrong” 
and urged the Senate 
to swiftly reject the 
“flawed’’ case against 
him.

McConnell wants
swift trial for Trump
featuring long days 

hps plan would 
turn old school into 

central preschool, 
district offices
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American flags blow in the wind around the 
Washington Monument with the U.S. Capitol in 
the background at sunrise on Monday in Wash-
ington.

Faith, politics mix on day to honor civil rights icon
truMp aMong 

officials weighing  
in on Mlk holiday
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