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STC avenges loss vs. Monarchs. - B1

Tuesday, January 28, 2020

weather
32
22

TODAY A 20% chance of snow 
before noon. Cloudy.

TONIGHT Cloudy, then gradually 
becoming partly cloudy.

Details, page A5 Art by Kyler Koch
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W
hen Drew Dilly 
looks at a data 
set or spread-
sheet, he isn’t 
trying to solve 

a problem; he is looking to 
find an answer.

“I feel you make the best 
decisions you can with the 
information you have at the 
time. But I started to realize 
that isn’t how other people 
make their decisions. I was 
puzzled by decisions of  oth-
ers when the data so clearly 
pointed a different direction,” 
Dilly said. “The data already 
have the answers.”

Dilly, a Hastings High 
School graduate and onetime 
Tiger student-athlete, became 
Wyoming’s first Chief  Data 
Officer Oct. 1, 2019, joining 
the Department of  Enter-
prise Services as part of  their 
information technology team.

Dilly, 49, grew up in Hast-
ings, attending Alcott Ele-
mentary and participating in 
football, swimming, and as a 
thrower in track and field. He 
graduated from HHS in 1989 
and went to to Colorado State 
University to study computer 
science.

Now, he oversees Wyo-
ming’s large sets of  data, in-
cluding its over half-a-million 
residents’ addresses, driver 
licenses or anything someone 
shares with the state.

But Dilly isn’t focused on 

each individual’s informa-
tion, he said. Instead, his job 
is to organize the data so that 
it can be used between differ-
ent agencies.

“When agencies want to 
share data with another state 
agency, I help them do that,” 
Dilly said.

Dilly said that when a 

resident applies for a driv-
er’s license, he or she must 
provide name, address, date 
of  birth, etc. The same resi-
dent then can get a hunting 
license and must provide 
the same information. Dilly 
said this is inefficient and 

Seeking
answers

Hastings HigH alum 
breaking ground              

as state of Wyoming’s 
first cHief data officer 

COURTESY

Drew Dilly, a 1989 Hastings High School graduate, is the 
chief data officer for the state of Wyoming.
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The city of  Hastings’ 

new development ser-
vices di-
rector 
didn’t have 
far to come 
for the job.

Mem-
bers of  the 
Hastings 
City Coun-
cil voted 
7-0 during 
their regular meeting 
Monday to appoint Lisa 
Parnell-Rowe to the po-

sition. Councilman Paul 
Hamelink was absent.

Parnell-Rowe will 
start with the city on 
Feb. 10.

Parnell-Rowe has lived 
in Hastings since 2016 to 
be closer to her parents 
and work at Royal En-
gineered Composites in 
Minden where she was 
contracts administrator.

“Who would’ve 
thought we’d have 
found someone right 
under our nose; it’s 
wonderful in terms of  
that,” City Administra-
tor Dave Ptak said in an 
interview Monday af-
ternoon. “She checks all 
the boxes as far as what 
we were hoping for. 

I’m excited to give her 
a chance to spread her 
wings and see what she 
can do.”

Parnell-Rowe grew up 
in Hastings and is a 1991 
graduate of  Hastings 
High School.

Her father owned and 
ran C.L. Wimer Con-
struction in Hastings 
from the 1970s to late 
1990s.

“He was known for 
being a quality carpen-
ter, and I’m very proud 
of  my dad,” she said in 
an interview after the 
meeting. “He has done a 
lot of  things in the city 
of  Hastings.”

She said it means a lot 
to now help shape de-

velopment in her home-
town.

“I really believe if  you 
listen to the public they 
give you a sense of  what 
needs to happen,” she 
said. “They are the driv-
ing force. We are doing 
this for them. Coming 
back and doing that and 
doing that in my home-
town, it’s really like the 
cherry on top for me. 
It’s going to be chal-
lenging, obviously, but 
I’m up for a challenge, 
and I enjoy Hastings. I 
want to see it become 
its full potential and 
what everyone wants it 
to become, not just one 
group but collectively.”

She succeeds Don 

Threewitt, who was 
the city’s development 
services director from 
April 2017 until Dec. 20, 
2019, when he left to be-
come planning manager 
for Larimer County in 
Colorado with an office 
in Fort Collins and sat-
ellite office in Estes Park 
and be closer to family.

Parnell-Rowe has a 
diverse background in 
both the public and pri-
vate sector.

Before Royal, she 
worked two years as city 
administrator/clerk/
treasurer for the city of  
Creighton, Nebraska.

Before Creighton, she 
worked as a planning 
administrative assistant 

and then city planner 
for the city of  Woodland 
Park, Colorado.

“So she’s got the back-
ground,” Ptak said.

She also was in the 
aeronautics industry 
previously, in Colorado, 
doing contract adminis-
tration.

Through all of  her 
professional stops, Par-
nell-Rowe developed a 
love for a specific aspect 
of  public service.

“What I have loved 
the most that I’ve done 
in the past is city plan-
ning,” she told the 
council.

Ptak said the city re-
ceived six applications 

New development official knows city well
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STEFANIE DAZIO, 
DAVID KOENIG AND 
BERNARD CONDON

The Associated Press
CALABASAS, Ca-

lif. — The pilot of  the 
helicopter that crashed 
near Los Angeles, kill-
ing former NBA super-
star Kobe Bryant and 
eight others, told air 
traffic controllers in 
his last radio message 
that he was climbing to 
avoid a cloud layer be-
fore plunging more than 
1,000 feet into a hillside, 
an accident investigator 
said.

Radar indicated the 
helicopter reached a 
height of  2,300 feet Sun-
day morning before 
descending, and the 
wreckage was found 
at 1,085 feet, Jenni-

fer Homendy of  the 
National Transporta-
tion Safety Board said 
during a news confer-
ence Monday afternoon.

NTSB investigators 
went to the crash site in 
Calabasas on Monday to 
collect evidence.

“The debris field 
is pretty extensive,” 
Homendy said.

“A piece of  the tail is 
down the hill,” she said. 
“The fuselage is on the 
other side of  that hill. 
And then the main ro-
tor is about 100 yards 
beyond that.”

Some experts sug-
gested that the pilot 
might have gotten dis-
oriented because of  
fog but Homendy said 

Bryant’s helicopter
tried to climb out
of fog before crash

VIA AP

This undated photo provided by Group 3 Avia-
tion shows pilot Ara Zobayan, who was at the 
controls of the helicopter that crashed in South-
ern California on Sunday, killing all nine aboard 
including former Lakers star Kobe Bryant. 
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WASHINGTON — 
Senators faced mount-
ing pressure Monday to 
summon John Bolton 
to testify at President 

Donald Trump’s im-
peachment trial even as 
Trump’s lawyers mostly 
brushed past extraor-
dinary new allegations 
from the former na-
tional security adviser 
and focused instead on 
corruption in Ukraine 
and historical argu-
ments for acquittal.

Outside the Senate 
chamber, Republicans 
grappled with claims 

in a forthcoming book 
from Bolton that Trump 
had wanted to with-
hold military aid from 
Ukraine until it helped 
with investigations into 
Democratic rival Joe 
Biden. That assertion 
could undercut a key 
defense argument — 
that Trump never tied 
the suspension of  secu-
rity aid to political in-
vestigations.

The revelation clouded 
White House hopes for 
a swift end to the im-
peachment trial, fu-
eling Democratic de-
mands for witnesses 
and possibly pushing 
more Republican law-
makers to agree. It also 
distracted from hours 
of  arguments from 
Trump’s lawyers, who 
declared anew that no 
witness has testified to 

direct knowledge that 
Trump’s delivery of  aid 
was contingent on in-
vestigations into Demo-
crats. Bolton appeared 
poised to say exactly 
that if  called on by the 
Senate to appear.

“We deal with tran-
script evidence, we deal 
with publicly available 
information,” Trump 
attorney Jay Sekulow 
said. “We do not deal 

with speculation.”
Trump is charged with 

abusing his presiden-
tial power by asking 
Ukraine’s leader to help 
investigate Biden at the 
same time his adminis-
tration was withholding 
hundreds of  millions 
of  dollars in security 
aid. A second charge 
accuses Trump of  

Trump defenders get full day before Senate jurors
bolton book neWs 

presses gop            
on Witness issue
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