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Tiger bats come alive late to beat AC. - B1

Friday, September 18, 2020

weather

76

54

TODAY Mostly sunny. Wind gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Southeast 
wind 10-15 mph.
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The South Heartland 
Health District’s running 
tally of  positive cases of  
the novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, increased 
by a total of  17 Tuesday 
through Thursday.

The newly confirmed 
cases were reported by 
the health department in 
a news release Thursday 
night. The health district 
encompasses Adams, Web-
ster, Clay and Nuckolls 
counties.

The additional cases in-
clude 15 among Adams 

County residents and one 
apiece for Clay and Web-
ster counties.

The additional cases 
bring to 590 the total re-
ported among health dis-
trict residents since the 
first case was announced 
on March 18. By county, 
the running totals are 491 
in Adams, 70 in Clay, 17 in 
Webster and 12 in Nuck-
olls.

Of  the 590 total cases, 479 
are classified as recovered. 
Twenty-nine of  the pa-
tients have spent time in a 
hospital, and 12 have died.

The health department 
announced Wednesday 
that the risk dial needle 
assessing the likelihood 
of  additional virus spread 
in the health district this 

week stands at 2.0, right on 
the line between moderate 
and elevated risk. The risk 
reading was 2.0 for last 
week, as well.

The health department 
generally announces new 
confirmed cases twice 
each week, on Monday and 
Thursday nights.

In Thursday’s news re-
lease, Michele Bever, 
South Heartland executive 
director, reiterated some 
of  the measures district 
residents can take to re-
duce the risk the corona-
virus poses to themselves, 
their families and their 
communities.

The key, Bever said, is re-
ducing opportunities for 
the virus to spread from 
person to person in any 

situation.
“This means keeping 

physically distanced from 
others, wearing cloth face 
coverings when we are 
around others, staying 
home when we have any 
symptoms, washing our 
hands, and disinfecting 
frequently-touched sur-
faces,” she said.

In the neighboring Two 
Rivers Public Health Dis-
trict, which encompasses 
seven counties to the west 
of  the Hastings area, five 
new cases were confirmed 
among Kearney County 
residents and four were 
reported among Har-
lan County residents on 
Wednesday.

Health district sees 17 new COVID-19 cases in 3 days
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The sky was the limit for Hastings 
native Jacque Breeden Boyd as she 
learned to fly and make her place in 
the world.

Now living in New Mexico, Boyd 
was recognized in October 2019 by the 
Ninety-Nines Inc., the world’s oldest 
and largest organization for female 
pilots, with the Award of  Achieve-
ment for Contributions to Aviation. 
The award recognized Boyd for 45 
years of  excellence in aviation educa-
tion, research and dedication to im-
proving women’s roles in the aviation 
industry.

“I was very humbled and sur-
prised,” she said. “It’s a tremendous 
honor. This group has been very im-
portant in my life.”

Boyd has been a trustee of  the Ame-
lia Earhart Memorial Scholarship 
Fund since 1997 and its chairwoman 
since 2013. She spearheaded the Fly 
Now Award.

The Amelia Earhart Memorial 
Scholarship Fund is an endowed 
trust affiliated with the Ninety-Nines. 
The scholarship was established in 
1941 to honor and memorialize the or-
ganization’s first president. The fund 

Flying high

Courtesy

Hastings native Jacque Boyd is 
the chairman of the Amelia Ear-
hart Memorial Scholarship Fund 
and recently received the Award of 
Achievement for Contributions in 
Aviation.
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WASHINGTON — 
The Trump adminis-
tration is claiming “re-
sounding vindication” 
from an independent 
commission’s report on 
the coronavirus crisis 
in nursing homes, but 
some panel members 
say that’s a misinterpre-
tation of  their conclu-
sion that much remains 
to be done to safeguard 
vulnerable residents.

People in long-term 
care facilities represent 
less than 1% of  the U.S. 
population but more 
than 40% of  the corona-
virus deaths, according 
to the COVID Track-
ing Project, which has 
tallied 77,000 deaths 
among residents and 
staff. Those harsh num-
bers are a sensitive po-
litical issue for Pres-
ident Donald Trump, 
who is trying to hang on 
to support from older 
voters.

Vice President Mike 
Pence met with some of  
the commission mem-
bers Thursday and 
called their report “a 
significant contribution 
to our ongoing effort to 
ensure the health and 
well-being of  our se-
niors in nursing homes 
and long-term care fa-
cilities around the coun-
try.”

The commission was 
set up by the Centers 
for Medicare and Med-
icaid Services, or CMS. 
Agency administrator 
Seema Verma called its 
findings “an invaluable 
action plan for the fu-
ture and a resounding 
vindication of  our over-
all approach to date.”

But with 27 major rec-
ommendations in the 
commission report, it’s 
not time for for officials 
to take a bow, several 
members noted.

“There’s an enormous 
to-do list in front of  us,” 

Much needs doing to shield nursing homes from virus
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In this July 17 file photo, a senior citizen holds the hand of a care coordinator at a Health facility in Miami.
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One year after adopting 
major changes in its aca-
demic program and mak-

ing major in-
vestments in 
student suc-
cess, Hast-
ings College 
has received 
high marks 
for innova-
tion in an oft-
cited national 

report.
The college announced 

Monday that U.S. News 
and World Report has 
ranked it third on its list 
of  Most Innovative Schools 
in the Midwest.

HC also was ranked third 
in the publication’s Mid-
west list for Best Under-
graduate Teaching.

The lists are part of  US-
NWR’s 2021 Best Colleges 
rankings, which are cited 
frequently by colleges 
and universities across 
the United States seeking 

to promote themselves to 
prospective students and 
their families.

Overall, Hastings College 
ranked 20th in the Mid-
west among all colleges 
and 12th in the same re-
gion on the publication’s 
list of  Best Value Colleges.

Effective with the 2019-20 
academic year, the college 
adopted a batch of  new ini-
tiatives known commonly 
as “Hastings College 2.0.” 
The changes included a 
new academic calendar 
featuring block schedul-
ing; an opportunity for 
study abroad for all stu-
dents; and the provision of  
an iPad tablet and Apple 
Pencil for all students. The 
cost of  all required books 
now is covered by tuition.

HC also established a new 
orientation course for first-
year students and an ac-
ademic program that fea-
tures a major, minor and 
interdisciplinary minor.

Former HC President 
Travis Feezell, who over-
saw the planning and im-
plementation of  the Hast-
ings College 2.0 initiatives, 
resigned in March to be-
come provost at Belmont 

Abbey College in North 
Carolina. On Sept. 1, Rich 
Lloyd, president of  the 
Bryan College of  Health 
Sciences in Lincoln, took 
on the dual role of  Hast-
ings College executive 
president.

“It is wonderful to see the 
incredible work put in by 
faculty and staff over the 
last 18 months be recog-
nized nationally,” Lloyd 
said in a news release. 
“Hastings College is an in-
novative community, and 
I’m looking forward to 
what’s to come as we con-
tinue to invest in new pro-
grams and initiatives.”

According to HC, the Most 
Innovative Schools rank-
ings are based on results of  
a peer assessment survey 
conducted last spring and 
over the summer.

“College presidents, 
provosts and admissions 
deans were asked to nom-
inate up to 15 schools in 
their ranking category 
that are making the most 
innovative improvements 
in terms of  curriculum, 
faculty, students, campus 
life, technology or facili-
ties,” the college said in its 

news release. “These rank-
ings enable top college 
officials to pick schools 
that the public should be 
watching because of  the 
cutting-edge changes the 
colleges are making on 
their campuses.”

The Best Undergraduate 
Teaching rankings like-
wise are developed with 
input from college officials 
by region.

The Best Value rankings 
take into account the ra-
tio of  academic quality to 
price, the percentage of  
full-time students who re-
ceive need-based scholar-
ships or grants, and other 
criteria for the various in-
stitutions.

Hastings College is a pri-
vate, four-year liberal arts 
institution affiliated with 
the Presbyterian Church 
(USA). According to a fact 
sheet on the college web-
site, the total cost of  at-
tending HC, including tu-
ition, fees, and room and 
board charges, is about 
$41,550 per year. But schol-
arship and grant awards 
last year exceeded $18 mil-
lion, and 100% of  students 
receive financial aid.

HC gets high marks for innovation, teaching
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