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TODAY A 30% chance of rain, 
mainly after noon.
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TONIGHT A 20% chance of rain 
before midnight.
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Calling the rising 
number of  novel coro-
navirus, COVID-19, 
cases a crisis, members 
of  the Hastings Board 
of  Health recommended 
approval of  an ordi-
nance requiring masks 
indoors when maintain-
ing 6 feet of  separation 
isn’t possible.

The Board of  Health 
voted 5-0 during an 
emergency meeting Fri-
day to make that rec-
ommendation to the 
Hastings City Council, 
which meets 5:30 p.m. 
Monday in the Hastings 
City Building.

Friday’s meeting 
marked the first meet-
ing of  the Board of  
Health in decades. The 
board includes the 
mayor, council presi-
dent, police chief, a phy-
sician and member at 
large.

Dr. Mackenzie Hemje, 
a family physician with 
Family Medical Center 
of  Hastings who also 
serves as the city phy-
sician, and City Admin-
istrator Dave Ptak were 
appointed at the coun-
cil’s April 13 meeting 
to fill the physician and 
member-at-large posi-
tions.

The meeting’s only 
agenda item was to 
review Ordinance 
No. 4650 dealing with 
COVID-19 and a face 
mask policy for the city 
of  Hastings.

Michele Bever, exec-
utive director of  the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Depart-
ment, began the meet-
ing summarizing a 
letter she wrote Thurs-
day to Mayor Corey 
Stutte recommending a 
masking policy for the 
city of  Hastings that 
coincides with the pas-

sage of  similar policies 
in Kearney and Grand 
Island. The Kearney 
City Council approved 
its policy Tuesday, and 
the Grand Island City 
Council is scheduled to 
act during its meeting 
Nov. 24.

“Our regional hospi-
tals are very close to 
capacity,” Bever said. 
“Patients, who under 
normal circumstance 
would be cared for in 
ICUs, are now being 
managed in medical 
surgical units because 
there are either no beds, 
or not enough staff in 
ICUs, or nowhere to 
transfer them.”

For the week ending 
Oct. 3, Adams County 
averaged 12 new cases 
daily.

Just one month later, 
for the week ending 
Nov. 7, the average 
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C
onstruction con-
tinued this week as 
a new greenhouse 
at Adams Central 
High School took 

shape with hopes of  having 

students using the building 
by January 2021.

The new structure is located 
to the west of  the school and 
south of  the track. Contrac-
tors on Friday started add-
ing the distinctive panels 
that will help distinguish the 
metal frame as a greenhouse.

Brandon Jacobitz, agri-
culture instructor and FFA 
adviser at Adams Central, 

said that once the structure 
is enclosed, the process will 
be protected from inclem-
ent weather. He expects con-
struction to finish within the 
next four weeks.

The greenhouse features an 
underground heat transfer 
system that will help reduce 
energy costs.

‘A group effort’
ADAMS CENTRAL 

GREENHOUSE TAKES SHAPE
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Brandon Jacobitz talks about the greenhouse being constructed at Adams Central Thursday.
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Watson Elementary 
School will be closed 
Monday and Tuesday 
due to multiple staff 
members recently test-
ing positive for the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19.

The announcement 
was made Friday after-
noon by Jeff Schneider, 
superintendent of  Hast-
ings Public Schools.

All other HPS build-
ings will be in session 
those two days, Schnei-

der said. All schools 
will be closed Wednes-
day through Friday for 
Thanksgiving break.

According to the 
COVID-19 data dash-
board posted to the HPS 
website, a total of  nine 
Watson staff members 
and three Watson stu-
dents have tested posi-
tive for the virus since 
Nov. 9.

Five of  the staff mem-
bers and all three stu-
dents have received 
their positive test re-
sults since Nov. 14.

Watson School closed 

next week due to virus

Hastings Board of Health recommends mask policy
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Members of the Board of Health listen to fellow board member and phy-
sician Mackenzie Hemje (second from right) speak during an emergency 
meeting Friday where board members recommended a mask policy for the 
city of Hastings.SEE HEALTH/page A3

SEE GROUP/page A3
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Pfizer formally asked 
U.S. regulators Friday 
to allow emergency use 
of  its COVID-19 vaccine, 
starting the clock on a 
process that could bring 
limited first shots as 
early as next month and 
eventually an end to 
the pandemic — but not 
until after a long, hard 
winter.

The action comes days 
after Pfizer Inc. and its 
German partner BioN-
Tech announced that 

its vaccine appears 95% 
effective at preventing 
mild to severe COVID-19 
disease in a large, ongo-
ing study.

The companies said 
that protection plus 
a good safety record 
means the vaccine 
should qualify for 
emergency use autho-
rization, something 
the Food and Drug Ad-
ministration can grant 
before the final test-
ing is fully complete. 

Pfizer, BioNTech seek emergency 
use of COVID-19 shots in U.S.
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Patriots miscues costly 
in championship loss. - B1

Eagles back on top  
with state title victory. - B1


