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As the general elec-
tion date of  Nov. 3 nears 
and more and more 
people are voting early, 
the League of  Women 
Voters is there as a non-
partisan resource for 
voters.

The 2020 election cycle 
marks the first time the 
League voter resource 
website vote411.org 
has included informa-
tion about local races 
throughout greater Ne-
braska.

Several deadlines per-
taining to the general 
election are coming up.

Friday is the last day 
to register or update 
voter information on-
line. The deadline for 
in-person registration 
at the county clerk’s of-
fice is Oct. 23.

Applications for early 
ballots must be turned 
in by 6 p.m. Oct. 23.

Nebraska League 
co-president Dianne 

Bystrom of  Plattsmouth 
moved to Nebraska in 
2018 after retiring from 
Iowa State University, 
where she directed the 
Carrie Chapman Catt 
Center for Women and 
Politics. Catt was the 
U.S. founder of  the 
League of  Women Vot-
ers.

A decision was made 
in 2019 in the Nebraska 
League of  Women 
Voters organization 
to invest more funds 
into and build up the 
state infrastructure of  
vote411.org.

“It was not only look-
ing forward to the 2020 
election, but also the 
fact that we really just 
wanted to expand our 
education of  voters in 
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W
ork began 
Monday re-
building the 
storefronts of  
the Cameron 

Building at First Street and 
Hastings Avenue in what 
will include six first-floor 
commercial bays and 11 
upper-level, one-bedroom 
apartments.

“That will be the progress 
that happens over the next 
several weeks here, working 
around the corner, coming 
back in with these new store-
fronts and then ultimately 
the new windows upstairs, as 
well,” said Dave Rippe, man-
aging partner of  development 
group THOAR LLC.

The addition of  the residen-
tial units is consistent with 
the 2013 Downtown Revi-
talization Plan and the 2016 
Hastings Housing Study pri-
orities to add an additional 84 
housing units downtown by 
2021.

THOAR already has 19 
apartment units at the Block 
27 Lofts, southwest of  the 
Cameron Building, also on 
the 700 block of  West First 
Street. Rippe said the Block 
27 Lofts routinely has a wait-
ing list of  prospective ten-
ants.

The target is to have apart-
ments ready in the Cameron 
Building by Aug. 1, 2021.

“We are seeing the demand 
from people who want to be 
part of  the lifestyle down-
town,” Rippe said. “That re-
ally occurs regardless of  age. 
We see that kind of  pre-fam-
ily demographic, but we also 
see more and more of  that 
empty-nest demographic — 
people who want to be able to 
walk to the coffee shop, walk 
to their favorite restaurants, 
people who really enjoy being 
part of  the downtown com-
munity.”

The first phase of  construc-
tion includes cleaning up the 
façade, replacing the win-
dows upstairs and adding 
new storefronts along the 
main level.

The façade reconstruction 
is made possible through the 
Community Redevelopment 
Authority and a downtown 
revitalization grant.

Rippe expects construction 
to start inside the building in 
January 2021.

THOAR is actively looking 
for commercial tenants to go 

in the building. Potential ten-
ants can contact the devel-
opers at block27lofts.com, or 
on social media pages for the 
Cameron Building.

Commercial spaces will be 
about 1,500 square feet for of-
fice use or retail. Rippe antic-
ipates having those available 
by the middle of  next year.

“For our ownership we have 
really viewed the project as a 
continuation of  our commit-
ment to First Street,” he said. 
“We would have never imag-
ined that when we started 
here with the first building 
where Steeple (Brewing) and 
Wave (Pizza) are at. Obvi-
ously we’re committed to im-
proving downtown Hastings. 
We’re invested in downtown 
Hastings. This is a continua-
tion of  that. A lot of  credit to 
the Redevelopment Author-
ity for the improvement of  
the parking lots here. Park-
ing is key to the development 
of  housing and commercial 

Commitment to downtown 
FAÇADE IMPROVEMENTS 

BEGIN AT CAMERON 
BUILDING
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Work began Monday to repair storefronts of the Cameron Building at First Street and Hast-
ings Avenue.

This drawing shows plans for the Cameron Building.

Source: Cannon-Moss Brygger Architects

Cameron Building renovation
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While Nebraskans 
may be surprised to see 
the subject of  slavery 
appearing on their gen-
eral election ballot this 
year, a proposed state 
constitutional amend-

ment would eliminate 
language that histor-
ically allowed prison-
ers to be forced to work 
without pay.

Nebraska Amendment 
No. 1 would eliminate a 
caveat in the state con-
stitution that allowed 
slavery or involuntary 
servitude to be imposed 
on an individual as pun-
ishment following his 
or her conviction of  a 
crime.

A proposed resolution 
calling for the constitu-
tional amendment was 

introduced in the Ne-
braska Legislature in 
January 2019 by state 
Sen. Justin Wayne of  
Omaha. Ten of  Wayne’s 
legislative colleagues 
subsequently signed on 
as co-sponsors.

In March 2019, the res-
olution was approved 
by the Legislature on a 
final-reading vote of  44-
0-5. All senators repre-
senting portions of  Tri-
bland voted yes.

As a result of  that 
vote, the question now 
comes before the state’s 

voters.
Although slavery has 

been outlawed in Ne-
braska since territorial 
days and prohibited 
by the state Constitu-
tion since 1875, the sub-
ject nonetheless is wo-
ven like a bad thread 
through Nebraska his-
tory.

After all, the Kan-
sas-Nebraska Act, 
which was approved 
by the U.S. Congress in 
1854 and established the 
Kansas and Nebraska 
territories, left it to the 

settlers of  each jurisdic-
tion to decide whether 
slavery would be al-
lowed within its bound-
aries.

Whereas the slavery 
issue became the sub-
ject of  violent conflict 
in neighboring Kansas, 
slaveholding report-
edly never occurred in 
Nebraska except in iso-
lated cases. And in 1861, 
Nebraska’s territorial 
legislature banned slav-
ery, in which human be-
ings are treated as the 
property of  others.

The slavery ban re-
mained in place after 
Nebraska was admitted 
to the Union as the 37th 
U.S. state in 1867.

Now, voters are being 
asked to strike hedg-
ing language stating 
that neither slavery 
nor involuntary servi-
tude shall be allowed in 
Nebraska, “otherwise 
than for punishment 
of  crime, whereof  the 
party shall have been 
duly convicted.”

Nebraska voters to decide slavery question on ballot
AMENDMENT NO. 1 

WOULD DROP 
PUNISHMENT 

EXCEPTION FOR BAN ON 
SLAVERY, INVOLUNTARY 

SERVITUDE
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League of Women 
Voters has the 411
on Nov. 3 election

SEVERAL VOTING 
DEADLINES COMING UP

SEE LEAGUE/page A3
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RED CLOUD — A re-
call petition had been 
filed against Webster 
County Attorney Sara 
Bockstadter prior to her 
recent resignation, but 
she says it wasn’t the 
reason she decided to 
leave her post.

Andrew Alber of  Blue 
Hill filed paperwork for 
the recall petition on 
July 24.

“Webster County At-
torney Sara Bockstad-
ter has miserably failed 
in her duties as an At-
torney and should be 
recalled from office,” 
the petition stated. “She 
has failed to properly 
prosecute the guilty and 

persecuted the inno-
cent. She has failed to 
investigate crimes be-
fore proceeding with tri-
als costing the taxpay-
ers thousands of  dollars 
in unnecessary legal 
fees. She does not prop-
erly represent Webster 
County.”

Bockstadter had 20 
days to respond with a 
statement of  defense, 
which would have been 
included on the petition 
Alber circulated.

Bockstadter declined 
to file a response to 
the petition, and Alber 
started asking county 
voters to sign.

Alber, a truck driver 
by profession, said he 
was only able to go out 
to collect signatures 
on weekends. He said 
many in the community 
wanted to support the 
cause and called, texted 
or emailed to arrange 

Recall petition negated 
by Webster County 
Attorney’s resignation

BLUE HILL MAN 
COLLECTED 398 

SIGNATURES SEEKING 
TO REMOVE 

BOCKSTADTER
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