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Schnitzler joins dad as state champion coach. - B1
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TODAY Mostly cloudy. Breezy. 
Winds could gust as high as 30.

TONIGHT Blustery. Winds could 
gust as high as 30 mph.

Details, page A4 Art by Alanis Gallegos Quinonez
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With Thanksgiving 
celebrations this week 
bringing people to-
gether from far and 
wide for food and fel-
lowship, the executive 
director of  the South 

Heartland Health Dis-
trict is pointing out one 
recipe no family will 
want to serve.

“Residents are pre-
paring to gather with 
family and friends for 
upcoming holidays, 
they may be traveling, 
and they may be around 
people they haven’t seen 
for quite some time,” 
Michele Bever said in 
her weekly Tuesday 
update on local con-
ditions related to the 
novel coronavirus dis-

ease, COVID-19, pan-
demic. “This is a recipe 
for additional spread of  
the SARS-CoV-2 virus, 
which is already at high 
(red level) transmission 
in our health district.”

The South Heartland 
district encompasses 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties, 
where local hospitals 
are continuing to see 
COVID-19 afflicting a 
large percentage of  
their in-patients.

As of  Monday morn-

ing, 53% of  all in-pa-
tients at Mary Lanning 
Healthcare in Hastings, 
Brodstone Memorial 
Hospital in Superior 
and Webster County 
Community Hospital 
in Red Cloud — 19 pa-
tients in all — were be-
ing treated for the viral 
infection, which can 
cause mild symptoms 
or no symptoms at all 
in some patients but 
can lead to severe ill-
ness, complications and 
death for others.

Health care systems 
across Nebraska are 
feeling the pressure at 
this time.

“Overall, the availabil-
ity of  staffed ICU (inten-
sive care unit) beds has 
continued to be low lo-
cally, which is adding to 
the increasingly heavy 
burden experienced by 
our rural and urban 
hospitals statewide,” 
Bever said.

South Heartland 
logged 193 new labora-
tory-confirmed cases of  

COVID-19 for the week 
ending Nov. 20 and an-
other 52 new cases on 
Monday. Those new 
cases have pushed the 
district’s running tally 
of  positive cases since 
March 2020 beyond the 
7,000 mark, to 7,006.

Testing numbers were 
up sharply — 31% — 
last week compared 
to the previous week, 
Bever said. But she 
attributed the jump 

Health official urges COVID-19 safety steps for holiday season
MORE THAN HALF OF 

ALL HEALTH DISTRICT’S 

HOSPITAL IN-PATIENTS 

NOW FIGHTING THE 

VIRAL INFECTION
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A
s families gather 
to count their 
blessings for the 
year, the pandem-
ic and the way 

nearly every aspect of  life 
has been affected still looms 
in people’s minds.

Many events, including 
family gatherings, were can-
celed last year due to the pan-
demic. This year, many have 
been brought back, but often 
with a lower attendance.

Mayor Corey Stutte said 
people are easing their way 
back into social gatherings 
after a year of  being away.

“I think people are continu-
ing to do what makes them 
feel comfortable,” he said. “I 
don’t think we are at pre-pan-
demic levels in terms of  at-
tendance at events, but that 
is because people are taking 
individual responsibility and 
taking part in events that 
they feel comfortable partici-
pating in.”

While the development 
of  vaccines against the 
novel coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, has improved 
community life compared to 
a year ago, Stutte said people 
still are being affected by the 
pandemic.

“I think science is a wonder-
ful thing, and it is clear that 

access to the vaccine has im-
proved things over the past 
year,” he said. “It has allowed 
a sense of  pre-pandemic nor-
mality, with an understand-
ing that we aren’t out of  the 
woods yet.”

One thing that hasn’t 
changed is the community’s 
support for local businesses, 
which Stutte said has re-
mained strong over the last 
two years.

“I think the past two years 
— and this past year espe-
cially — have shown that we 
have a resilient community 
that is willing to support our 
local businesses and each 
other,” he said. “The pan-
demic has changed a lot of  
the way that we interact at 

work and in our social lives, 
but it hasn’t changed how our 
citizens support our commu-
nity and believe in it.”

Mikki Shafer, president of  
the Hastings Area Chamber 
of  Commerce, said the devel-
opment of  the vaccine helped 
encourage shoppers back 
into stores.

“Businesses are doing ev-
erything they can to get shop-
pers into their stores, but it 
is a slow return,” she said. 
“This Saturday will be a good 
gauge on what the holiday 
season may be like with Shop 
Small Saturday events going 
on all over town.”

Sales tax reports indicate 

Looking one year back
SOCIAL GATHERINGS  

SLOWLY RETURNING  

TO PRE-PANDEMIC LEVELS

AMY ROH/Tribune

Grand champions and reserve champions for the static entries line up after receiving their 
ribbons at the Adams County Fairfest opening ceremony July 14.

ANDY RAUN/Tribune

At Thanksgiving 2020, no one who had not been part of 
a clinical trial had the benefit of being vaccinated against 
the novel coronavirus disease, COVID-19, as they consid-
ered attending family celebrations. The vaccines are widely 
available this year, as indicated by this marquee sign pro-
moting an upcoming vaccination clinic in the west end of 
the Allen’s building, 1115 W. Second St. 
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With local case num-
bers related to the novel 
coronavirus disease, 

COVID-19, 
again on 
the rise, 
Mary 
Lanning 
Healthcare 
once more 
is reining 
in its hos-
pital visi-

tation policy — and its 
CEO is asking the pub-
lic for grace and under-
standing in a difficult 
time.

Effective Tuesday, 
hospital in-patients 
who aren’t positive for 
COVID-19 once again 
are allowed only a sin-
gle visitor, and that des-
ignated person will be 
the only visitor the pa-
tient can have for the 
duration of  that partic-
ular hospital stay.

With news of  the 
change coming amid 

the Thanksgiving hol-
iday week, when pa-
tients might especially 
appreciate visits from 
family and friends, Eric 
Barber, president and 
CEO of  Mary Lanning 
Healthcare, wants the 
community to know he 
is as frustrated as they 
are by the lingering 
COVID-19 threat and re-
lated problems.

“This is not a punish-
ment,” Barber said of  
the one-visitor policy in 
a news release issued 
Tuesday morning. “We 
have to ensure that our 
local hospital is avail-
able to take care of  you 
when you need us. In 
order to do that, we 
need to have some help 
from the community of  
Hastings. We are asking 
for your understand-
ing, patience and a lit-
tle kindness toward our 
dedicated staff.”

The Mary Lanning vis-
itation rules have been 
altered multiple times 
since the early days of  
the COVID-19 pandemic 
in March 2020.

When conditions 
permitted, the rules 
were relaxed to some 

Mary Lanning CEO asks 
public for grace amid 
visitation policy change
BARBER: HEALTH CARE 

WORKERS FRUSTRATED 

AS ANYONE  

BY CONTINUING 

COVID-19 DANGERS
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WASHINGTON — 
President Joe Biden 
on Tuesday ordered a 
record 50 million bar-
rels of  oil released from 
America’s strategic re-
serve, aiming to bring 
down gasoline and 
other costs, in coordi-
nation with other major 
energy consuming na-
tions including India, 
the United Kingdom 
and China.

The U.S. action is 
focused on helping 
Americans coping with 
higher fuel and other 
prices ahead of  Thanks-
giving and winter hol-
iday travel. Gasoline 
prices are at about $3.40 
a gallon, more than 50% 
higher than a year ago, 
according to the Amer-
ican Automobile Asso-
ciation.

“While our combined 

actions will not solve 
the problems of  high 
gas prices overnight, 
it will make a differ-
ence,” Biden promised 
in remarks at the White 
House. “It will take 
time, but before long 
you should see the price 
of  gas drop where you 
fill up your tank.”

The government will 
begin to move barrels 
into the market in mid- 
to late-December. Gas-
oline usually responds 
at a lag to changes in oil 
prices, and administra-
tion officials suggested 
this is one of  several 
steps toward ultimately 
bringing down costs.

Oil prices had dropped 
in the days ahead of  the 
announced withdraw-
als, a sign that investors 
were anticipating the 
moves that could bring 
a combined 70 million 
to 80 million barrels of  
oil onto global markets. 

Fighting gas prices, 
U.S. to release 50 
million barrels of oil
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