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Blue Devils win 5-set thriller. - B1
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TODAY Patchy fog before 10 a.m. 
Otherwise, mostly sunny.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind 5-10 mph.
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Shawn Hartmann is 
running for the vacant 
Ward 4 seat on the Hast-

ings City 
Council 
because he 
believes 
it’s im-
portant 
to boost 
represen-
tation of  
Hastings’ 

manufacturing and 
small business commu-
nity on the council.

Hartmann, 48, of  150 
E. 12th St. is vice pres-
ident and chief  operat-
ing officer of  Hastings 
HVAC.

“I grew up in manu-
facturing in Hastings 
Nebraska, working in 
several different local 

different manufactur-
ers,” he said. “I know 
important it is, and I 
know how hard it can 
be for those businesses 
to survive sometimes 
when things get rough.”

He has lived in Hast-
ings for 30 years and 
in Adams County his 
whole life.

Not only does he rep-
resent local manufac-
turers, but also locally 
owned small businesses 
and detail shops.

He and his wife, Eliz-
abeth, are owners of  
Avani Day Spa and Yoga 
Studio in downtown 
Hastings.

“People aren’t always 
aware of  the importance 
of  the small businesses, 
especially the ones that 
are downtown, but also 
that local manufactur-

ers are a big part of  the 
reason why Hastings is 
such a great place to live 
and we need to make 
sure we always keep 
them in mind when 
we’re making decisions 
that have to do with the 
city’s welfare,” he said. 
“After being on the util-
ity board Like I have 
been, the larger cus-
tomers that are in town 
which make our resi-
dential utility rates a lot 
more affordable because 
we have such a good 
manufacturing base and 
they are the large cus-
tomers that keep those 
rates down.”

When it comes to the 
future of  the 16th Street 
viaduct, Hartmann is 
for repairing the struc-
ture, but only if  it can 
be done economically, 

so that it doesn’t crip-
ple the city financially 
or cause an increase in 
taxes to fund it.

“That being said, now 
that it is on the ballot, 
the voters will decide, 
and I will support that 
outcome whatever it 
may be,” he said.

Hartmann started 
working at HVAC in 
2007. He was hired to 
work as a purchasing 
agent and worked his 
way up through the re-
search and development 
lab, service and sales 
and ended up as plant 
manager, general man-
ager and now vice pres-
ident and chief  operat-
ing officer.

He sees his role at 
Hastings HVAC as a 
benefit because he is in 
contact with many peo-

ple in town on a regular 
basis.

“Personally and pro-
fessionally I have ac-
quaintances from all 
walks of  life and Hast-
ings and look forward to 
doing all I can to repre-
sent them,” he said.

He has served on the 
advisory Hastings Util-
ity Board since it was 
created in 2017 and is 
the current vice chair-
man of  the board.

He is also the current 
vice president of  the 
Hastings Economic De-
velopment Corporation’s 
Board of  Directors.

He is a member of  the 
Hastings Area Manufac-
turers Association and 
Manufacturing Path-
ways Advisory Team.

“The main reason I’m 
a member of  that is ob-

viously one of  the big-
gest issues in town is 
work force,” Hartmann 
said. “Anything we can 
do to make that better 
then I’d like to stay in-
volved in it because not 
only does it help me but 
it helps everybody else.”

Hartmann factored in 
all of  his commitments 
in deciding to running 
for the council.

“I don’t do anything 
halfway. When I made 
the decision to run for 
City Council I had al-
ready taken into ac-
count the extra time it 
would take and I will 
make time to be the best 
council member I can 
be,” he said.

Hartmann faces Robin 
Vodehnal in the Ward 4 
council race. Ward 4 is 
in east Hastings.

Hartmann running to boost business and industry representation

Hartmann

EDITH M. LEDERER

Associated Press

UNITED NATIONS — Kept 
apart by a devastating pan-
demic and dispersed across 
the globe, world leaders con-
vened electronically Tuesday 
for an unprecedented high-
level meeting, where the U.N. 
chief  exhorted them to unite 
and tackle the era’s towering 
problems: the coronavirus, 
the “economic calamity” it 
unleashed and the risk of  a 
new Cold War between the 
United States and China.

As Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres opened the first 
virtual “general debate” of  
the U.N. General Assembly, 
the yawning gaps of  politics 
and anger became evident. 
China and Iran clashed with 
the United States — via pre-
recorded videos from home 
— and leaders expressed 
frustration and anger at the 
handling of  the COVID-19 
pandemic, which the U.N. 
chief  has called “the number 
one global security threat in 
our world today.”

As he began his speech, the 
secretary-general looked out 
at the vast General Assem-
bly chamber, where only one 
mask-wearing diplomat from 
each of  the U.N.’s 193 mem-
ber nations was allowed to 
sit, socially distanced from 
one another.

“The COVID-19 pandemic 
has changed our annual 
meeting beyond recognition,” 
Guterres said. “But it has 
made it more important than 
ever.”

While the six-day mainly 
virtual meeting is unique in 
the U.N.’s 75-year history, the 
speeches from leaders hit on 
all the conflicts, crises and 
divisions facing a world that 
Guterres said is witnessing 
“rising inequalities, climate 
catastrophe, widening soci-
etal divisions, rampant cor-
ruption.”

In his grim state of  the 
world speech, he said “the 
pandemic has exploited these 
injustices, preyed on the most 
vulnerable and wiped away 
the progress of  decades,” in-
cluding sparking the first rise 
in poverty in 30 years.

The secretary-general called 
for global unity, foremost 
to fight the pandemic, and 
sharply criticized populism 
and nationalism for failing to 
contain the virus and for of-
ten making things worse.

Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan criticized 
how “countries were left on 
their own” at the onset of  
the pandemic, stressing that 
“effective multilateralism re-
quires effective multilateral 
institutions.” He urged rapid 
U.N. reforms, starting with 
the Security Council, the 
most powerful body with five 
veto-wielding members — the 
U.S., China, Russia, Britain 
and France.

By contrast, Brazilian Pres-
ident Jair Bolsonaro, whose 
country has reported the 
second-highest coronavirus 
death toll after the U.S., trum-
peted his focus on the econ-
omy in dealing with the pan-
demic.

Bolsonaro lambasted “seg-
ments of  the Brazilian me-
dia” for “spreading panic” 
by encouraging stay-at-home 
orders and prioritizing pub-
lic health over the economy. 
He’s downplayed the severity 
of  the coronavirus and re-
peatedly said shutting down 
the economy would inflict 
worse hardship on people.

Guterres told the virtual 
audience that “too often, 
there has also been a discon-
nect between leadership and 
power.”

A year ago, he warned 

World powers clash
KEPT APART BY A 

DEVASTATING PANDEMIC, 
WORLD LEADERS HAVE 

CONVENED ELECTRONICALLY 
FOR AN UNPRECEDENTED 

HIGH-LEVEL U.N. MEETING

RICK BAJORNAS/United Nations via AP

Volkan Bozkir, president of the 75th session of the United Nations General Assembly, 
opens the general debate Tuesday at U.N. Headquarters in New York. 
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After a 17-year hia-
tus, the University of  
Nebraska at Kearney 
plans to re-establish 
a presence at College 
Park in Grand Island.

UNK, which pulled 
out of  College Park in 
2003 amid budget cuts 
throughout the Univer-
sity of  Nebraska sys-
tem, announced Tues-
day it once again will be 
offering classes there, 
offering convenience 
to commuter students 
from Grand Island, 
Hastings and the sur-
rounding area.

College Park is located 
at U.S. Highway 281 and 
U.S. Highway 34 on the 
south side of  Grand Is-
land, just west of  the 
Central Community 
College-Grand Island 
campus.

According to a news 
release from UNK, the 
university and College 
Park finalized an agree-
ment earlier this month 
“that re-establishes the 
university’s presence 
in the center for higher 
education and affirms 
its commitment to sup-
porting and growing the 
greater Grand Island 
area.”

“We are thrilled to 
once again be part of  

UNK to be a ‘partner’ at 
College Park once again

MOVE FOLLOWS 
DOANE’S DEPARTURE 
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Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Votes in hand, Senate Re-
publicans are charging 
ahead with plans to con-
firm President Donald 
Trump’s pick to fill the 
late Justice Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s Supreme 
Court seat before the 
Nov. 3 election, launch-
ing a divisive fight over 
Democratic objections 
before a nominee is even 
announced.

Trump said Tuesday 
he will name his choice 
Saturday, confident of  
support. Democrats say 
it’s too close to the elec-
tion, and the winner of  
the presidency should 
name the new justice. 
But under GOP plan-
ning, the Senate could 
vote Oct. 29.

“I guess we have all 
the votes we’re going 
to need,” Trump told 
WJBX FOX 2 in Detroit. 
“I think it’s going to 
happen.”

Republicans believe 
the court fight will en-
ergize voters for Trump, 
boosting the party and 
potentially deflating 
Democrats who can-
not stop the lifetime 
appointment for a con-
servative justice . The 
Senate is controlled 
by Republicans, 53-47, 
with a simple majority 
needed for confirma-
tion. The one remain-
ing possible Republican 
holdout, Mitt Romney 
of  Utah, said Tuesday 
he supports taking a 
vote.

Still, with early pres-
idential voting already 
underway in several 
states, all sides are 
girding for a wrench-
ing Senate battle over 
health care, abortion ac-
cess and other big cases 
before the court and 
sure to further split the 
torn nation.

It is one of  the quick-
est confirmation efforts 
in recent times. No 

Senate GOP plans 
Oct. 29 vote on 
Trump’s court pick
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