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FPB drops heartbreaker in opening round. - C1

Thursday, August 8, 2019

weather
81

66

TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

TONIGHT A slight chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Eddie Rico

WILL VRASPIR

wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

Community busi-
nesses and individuals 
are rallying behind a 
Hastings woman re-
covering from a shoot-
ing attack in June with 
a benefit set to start 
4 p.m. Saturday at the 
Eagles Club, 107 N. Den-
ver Ave.

Named “Love for 
Lana,” the event is rais-
ing money for the fam-
ily of  Lana Langenberg. 
Langenberg is known 
by many people in the 
community through her 
employment at Head 
Start.

One of  the benefit or-
ganizers, Scott Har-
wick of  Hastings, said 
he got involved because 
he has known Langen-
berg since the seventh 
grade. They graduated 
together and had many 
of  the same friends.

“She’s always been one 
of  the sweetest people 
you could ever meet,” 
Harwick said. “If  any-
body deserves it, she 
does. The community 
has been very support-
ive and generous.”

Langenberg was shot 
multiple times at her 
home at 1011 Hill St. on 
June 26 by her ex-hus-
band, David Langen-
berg of  810 N. Bellevue 
Ave. David Langenberg 
died later that night of  
a self-inflicted gunshot 
wound outside his resi-
dence following a stand-
off with police.

Lana Langenberg was 
flown by air ambulance 
to Bryan West in Lin-
coln for surgery and is 
expected to have a long 
recovery. She was in the 
hospital’s intensive care 
unit about three weeks 
after the shooting. 
She recently has been 
moved to a rehabilita-

tion facility in Lincoln.
The attack on Langen-

berg shocked the com-
munity, which Harwick 
said rallied behind her 
recovery process. Up-
dates on her progress 
have been posted to a 
Facebook page titled 
Prayers for Lana, which 
has seen comments in 
support of  her recovery.

“She’s got a great at-
titude,” Harwick said. 
“She’s doing amazingly 
well, all things con-
sidered. Lana’s got an 
amazing family as far as 
a support group.”

Harwick is among a 
dozen or so people who 
volunteered to help or-
ganize the benefit for 
Langenberg’s family. 
Committee members 
have gone to local busi-
nesses to gather dona-
tions and make plans 
for the benefit.

Another of  the orga-
nizers, Rashell Hillis 
of  Hastings, said she 
wanted to help as a way 
to assist the family. She 
said that funds raised 
will go to Langenberg’s 
family to be used how-
ever they see fit.

“It’s to help with re-
covery or whatever they 
need,” she said.

Saturday’s benefit will 
start with a dinner for 
a free-will offering at 
4 p.m., all donated by 
local businesses. Enter-
tainment for the event 
will begin at 7 p.m. with 
Smokey B & the XYZs, 
and the Queen City Ren-
egades.

Through the evening, 
there will be silent auc-
tion items and raffle 
ticket sales for prizes as 
well as a 50/50 cash raf-
fle.

Hillis said organiz-
ers have had a great re-
sponse from businesses 
in the community. More 
than $30,000 in items 
has been donated to the 
cause.

Items donated for the 

Benefit to help woman 
wounded in shooting

‘LOVE FOR LANA’ 
EVENT SATURDAY  
AT EAGLES CLUB

JOHN HUTHMACHER  

AND JARAD JOHNSON

johnh@hastingstribune.com

A thunderstorm packing 
wind gusts of  70 miles per 
hour in Hastings downed 
trees like dominoes in areas 
of  the Lochland neighbor-
hood and heavily treed por-
tions of  town early Wednes-
day morning, with small hail 
and heavy rain contributing 
to the breakage of  multiple 
tree branches, toppling of  
yard ornaments, power out-
ages and assorted property 
damage.

Developing over South Da-
kota, the fast-moving storm 
rolled into south central 
Nebraska early Wednes-
day morning, producing 
winds that reached 87 mph 
in Grand Island as it tracked 

through Doniphan, Hastings 
and Clay County, snapping 
power poles and lines and tip-
ping over pivots in its wake, 
Shawn Rossi of  the National 

Weather Service in Hastings 
said Wednesday.

Although wind damage was 

‘Significant storm’
CLAY COUNTY REQUESTING 

DISASTER DECLARATION  
AS RESIDENTS, BUSINESSES 

PICK UP PIECES

JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

Brenda Welch’s house received some of the worst damage in Fairfield after a tree was top-
pled by over 80 mile per hour winds Wednesday morning.

JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

McKenzie Peter, 14, and Morgan Peter, 9, drive an ATV with 
a trailer of tree debris along one of the roads in Glenvil 
Wednesday morning. 
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Fans attending this year’s 
American Legion Mid-South 
Regional Tournament ex-
pressed various reasons for 
making the trip — be it long 
or short — to Duncan Field to 
watch the top teams battle for 
top honors on the diamond.

From supporting sons, 
grandsons and entire state 
champion teams to getting to-
gether with friends from long 
ago to revisit memories of  
previous championship runs, 
all shared a common goal as 
they packed the ballpark on a 
warm and sticky Wednesday 
afternoon: To see baseball 
played at a high level of  com-
petition.

“We’re excited about be-
ing here,” said Mark Bow-

ers of  Omaha. Retired from 
Fremont after more than 32 
years of  teaching, he made 
the tournament an occasion 
to get together with familiar 
faces from the school.

“I know a few of  the parents 
and I just wanted to follow 
the team,” he said. “I went 
to the state tournament and 
watched a couple games and 
kind of  got hooked and said 
‘If  they make to the regionals 
we’re going to come out for 
the games,’ so I’m here.

“They’ve played very well. 
They don’t make very many 
mistakes, just a good all-
around baseball team.”

Joined in the parking lot by 
a former Fremont head foot-
ball coach and player, Bowers 
said he was looking forward 
to seeing some high-level 
baseball played at what on 
paper looked like an amazing 
facility, he said. Though he’d 
seen photographs of  Dun-
can Field online, he had not 
as yet set foot inside the hal-

lowed ballpark.
“I looked it up on the inter-

net and it looks like an awe-
some place,” he said. “I’m ex-
cited to be here.”

Joining Bowers for the 
game was birthday boy Gerry 
Gdowski Sr., a former var-
sity football coach at Wis-
ner-Pilger, Pierce and Fre-
mont who served as athletic 
director and coach at Fremont 
from 1979-2001. The father of  
Gerry Gdowski Jr., former 
Husker quarterback and cur-
rent coach at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, his reason for attend-
ing the tournament was to 
support longtime friends with 
ties to Fremont players.

“We went to all the games 
for the state tournament at 
Creighton Prep and it was just 
a lot of  fun watching these 
kids,” Gdowski said. “They’ve 
come together as a great 
team, and they can hit the 
ball and really run the bases. 
There’s a lot of  speed, which 
is kind of  surprising because 

our track team just won the 
state championship and now 
our baseball team wins the 
state championship and both 
of  them have a lot of  speed. 
That’s a nice thing to see.

“It’s been since 1946 that 
they won a state champion-
ship, so it’s a huge deal. The 
Fremont people are pretty ex-
cited about this team. Having 
our young kids be success-
ful like that is a good thing. 
Being a coach myself, seeing 
kids come together as a team 
and being able to accomplish 
things like that is huge for 
your community.”

Gdowski said the only pres-
ent he was hoping for on his 
birthday at the ballpark was 
a win from Fremont.

“That’s what I’m looking 
for,” he said.

Dick and Peggy Wetjen of  
Omaha came to see their 
grandson, Brody Sintek of  
Fremont, pitch. The couple 

Fans share common goal at tournament
THOSE WATCHING  

MID-SOUTH LEGION 
TOURNAMENT JUST WANT  

TO SEE SOME GOOD BASEBALL

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Chris Thomsen of the Hast-
ings Eagles Auxiliary cheers 
for the Oklahoma Three Riv-
ers Bandits in their Ameri-
can Legion Mid-South Re-
gional Tournament game 
against the Texarkana Bull-
dogs Wednesday at Duncan 
Field. SEE BASEBALL/page B1
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