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TODAY Wind chill values between 
zero and 10. Blustery.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. North 
wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Lydia Barrientez
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For the Tribune

Gary Michael’s Clothiers prides 
itself  on creating a tailored and 
personal experience for all its 
customers.

In 1983, Gary Michael’s Cloth-
iers was opened in downtown 
Hastings by Michael Nevrivy and 
Gary Novotny as a men’s spe-
cialty store and a tuxedo rental 
department.

Years later, in 1993, a ladies de-
partment was added to the store.

The current co-owners Trish 
Ludemann and Tammy Valentin 
joined the company during this 
time.

Ludeman was hired to be the 
buyer and manager of  the ladies 
department. Valentin was hired 
to help out in the booking de-
partment and in 1996 was moved 
to sales.

They’ve been a part of  the store 
ever since.

In 2009 they became co-owners 
and not just workers of  Gary Mi-
cheal’s.

As Gary Micheal’s has grown 
so have Ludeman and Valentin. 
They have truly immersed them-

selves in the store.
“We do everything from the ac-

counting, merchandising, buy-
ing, marketing, professional fit-
tings and personal shopping,” 
Valentin said.

They said that Gary Micheal’s 
has things that would be hard to 
find in a big department store, 
whether that be specialty wom-
en’s clothing, specialty men’s 
outerwear or accessories that 
can’t be found elsewhere.

“There’ s pretty 
much something 
for everyone tucked 
into a little corner 
of  the store,” Lude-
man said.

They describe how 
people are surprised by the sheer 
amount of  options from which 
they have to choose.

Not only do they offer a wide 
variety of  apparel choices, but 
they also can have things tai-
lored, as well.

“A lot of  our clothing, our 
men’s clothing especially, can be 
tailored,” Valentin said.

They have two tailors who work 
hard to make sure that every job 

is done well. Once they’re done, 
it truly becomes a tailored-to-fit 
garment.

Having become so immersed in 
the business, the two co-owners 
try to give each customer a per-
sonalized experience by working 
directly with them to try to fill 
their needs.

“ We kind of  take what we learn 
from our customers to market 
with us and that helps us decide 
what to buy,” Ludeman said.

They listen to what their cus-
tomers want to see and when 
they’re buying clothing lines and 
items for the store, they keep their 
customers’ opinions in mind.

“We really do care about our 
customers, and we care that they 
look good,” Valentin said.

They get to know their custom-
ers, and this helps them to help 
their customers pick things out.

“With us having the knowledge 
of  our customer base it makes 
that part really easy,” Valentin 
said.

In other words, they’re not just 
servicing random clientele.

“Our customers are also our 
friends,” she said.

Gary Michael’s takes a tailored approach

AMY ROH/Tribune

Trish Ludemann (left) and Tammy Valentin are 
pictured at Gary Michael’s Clothiers in downtown 
Hastings.
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Community members helped usher 
holiday cheer into downtown Hast-
ings during a Christmas season like 
no other with a Holiday Stocking Dec-
orating Contest.

Organized by the Hastings Down-
town Center Association, the contest 
was a way to celebrate the holidays 
without the traditional gatherings 
that would group people together in 
the midst of  a pandemic.

For Rickie Crandell of  Inland, it was 
a way to provide encouragement to 
the community.

“It was to pick people up,” she said. 
“This year has been a sad, depressing 
year. I did a Nativity scene to remind 
people that there is hope.”

Crandell won the individual award 
with her stocking featuring a painted 
Nativity scene.

Participants purchased the 40-

Stockings 
were hung 
downtown 
with care
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Rickie Crandell is pictured with her winning entry in the Down-
town Center Association’s Holiday Stocking Decorating Contest 
Tuesday.

A
nd ye, beneath life’s 
crushing load,
Whose forms are bending 
low,
Who toil along the climb-

ing way
With painful steps and slow,
Look now! for glad and golden hours
come swiftly on the wing.
O rest beside the weary road,
And hear the angels sing!

— from “It Came Upon the Mid-
night Clear,” by Edmund Sears

Like so many of  you, I grew up un-
derstanding deep in my marrow that 

holidays are family time.
Up through my high 

school days, Thanksgiv-
ing, Christmas and Eas-
ter Sunday brought din-
ner either at our home 
on the farm south of  
Norman or at my aunt 
and uncle’s just down 
the road. In my mind’s 
eye, I still can picture 
every available table set 

for the meal, the long rows of  plat-
ters and bowls filled with food, and — 
most of  all — my grandparents walk-
ing through the door.

Grandpa Chris always wore a suit 
and tie. On Christmas Day, Grandma 

A Christmas 
message 
to our elders
EVEN APART, WE REMAIN TOGETHER 

THIS HOLIDAY SEASON

Andy
Raun

DECORATING CONTEST BROUGHT 
HOLIDAY CHEER
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