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Ricketts warns he may reimpose spring virus restrictions
GRANT SCHULTE
AND JOSH FUNK

Associated Press

NATI HARNIK/AP

In this Jan. 15, 2019, file photo, Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts, with first lady Susanne Shore behind him, acknowledges veterans sitting in the visitor’s balcony during his
annual State of the State address to lawmakers in Lincoln.

OMAHA — Nebraska Gov.
Pete Ricketts threatened
Thursday to reimpose the
same social-distancing restrictions that forced some
businesses to close this
spring if the record number of coronavirus cases and
hospitalizations continues
to rise, but he remained opposed to a statewide mask
mandate.
Ricketts said he’s concerned
that the sharp increase in
cases over the last month will
soon overwhelm the state’s
hospitals, a chaotic situation
that would almost certainly
lead to more deaths.
“If we see hospitalizations
continue to increase, we will

be taking additional restrictive measures,” he said at a
news conference via a video
link, after he and Nebraska
first lady Susanne Shore
were exposed to the virus
earlier this week.
Ricketts, a Republican,
never issued a formal stayat-home order as most other
states did, but his “directed
health measures” earlier this
year had a similar effect.
Public gatherings were limited to 10 people. Salons, tattoo parlors and nearly all
bars were forced to close.
Schools, daycares, gyms and
libraries had to cap the number of people in a room at
one time. Restaurants were
restricted to take-out or delivery service only, and all
but the very smallest church

services, weddings, funerals and sporting events were
canceled.
“All of those options are
on the table,” Ricketts said
as he implored residents to
follow the state’s voluntary
guidelines, which encourage
mask-wearing, social distancing and frequent hand-washing.
Ricketts said he’s still opposed to a statewide mask
mandate, arguing previously
that it breeds resentment
among residents and may be
difficult to enforce.
His dire warning came as
Nebraska reported more
than 2,000 new coronavirus
cases for the second day in
a row Wednesday and the
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Lincoln bishop
returning to work
CONLEY COMPLETES
11-MONTH LEAVE
TO DEAL WITH HEALTH
ISSUES
ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

Eleven months to the
day after beginning a
leave of absence to address medical and
mental
health ailments, the
bishop of
the Catholic Diocese
of Lincoln
Conley
will resume his duties Friday.
The word that Pope
Francis has authorized
the Most Rev. James
Conley to return to
work was announced
Thursday in a news release from the diocesan chancery, as well
as in letters to the people of the diocese from
Conley and from Archbishop George Lucas of
Omaha, who has been
standing in for Conley
as apostolic administrator of the Lincoln diocese.
Conley said it would
be “with great joy” that
he resumes his work
in the diocese, which
encompasses all of Nebraska south of the
Platte River and involves more than 90,000
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Customers use the drive-thru window at Hastings Utilities Thursday.

A new way to pay
CUSTOMER SERVICE
REMODEL AT UTILITY
OFFICE NOW COMPLETE
TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com
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Laci Reiners helps a customer at the Hastings Utilities drivethru window Thursday.
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TODAY Sunny. Breezy. Winds
could gust as high as 30 mph.
TONIGHT Mostly clear. Wind
gusts as high as 20 mph.
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South Heartland
surpasses 2,000 mark
for COVID-19 diagnoses
LAST THREE DAYS
BROUGHT 169 NEW
POSITIVE TESTS
ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

The South Heartland
Health District recorded
a combined total of 169
new cases of the novel
coronavirus disease,
COVID-19, in residents
Tuesday, Wednesday
and Thursday.
The case tally update
was provided in a news
release from the district health department
Thursday night.
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astings Utilities
customers have
a new way to
submit payments.
The new drive-up window at North Denver Station, 1228 N. Denver Ave.,
opened Thursday.
Contractor Farris Construction of Hastings
started work April 13 on
the business office remodel. The total estimated
cost for the project was
$675,562.
“We’re very encouraged
that we have the opportunity and very appreciative of the council and the
advisory board giving us
the approval to spend the
money to have this option
available to customers,”
Utility Manager Kevin
Johnson said in an interview Thursday morning.
He said a lot of customers may just want to drop
off their payment or have
a quick comment or ask a
quick question.
“To give them that opportunity to stay in their
car, especially during bad
weather, would be an ideal
situation,” Johnson said.

Catholics in more than
130 parishes — including all parishes in the
Nebraska portion of
Tribland.
“Because of the
COVID-19 pandemic, we
live in uncertain and
unprecedented times,
times when many have
lost hope,” Conley said.
“While it pained me to
be away this long from
my flock — the good
people of the Diocese of
Lincoln — I am eager to
preach the message of
Christian hope during
these difficult times.”
Pope Francis granted
Conley a medical leave
of absence beginning
Dec. 13, 2019, after Conley was medically diagnosed with depression
and anxiety, along with
chronic insomnia and
debilitating tinnitus, a
constant ringing of the
ears.
Conley traveled to
the Diocese of Phoenix
in Arizona, where he
lived and received treatment in the intervening
months, all the while
requesting privacy. In
the spring, he wrote a
letter to the people of
the Lincoln diocese that
was published in the
diocesan newspaper,
The Southern Nebraska
Register, updating
them on his progress
and offering words of
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The additional cases
pushed beyond the
2,000 mark the running
tally of COVID-19 cases
confirmed in the fourcounty health district
since March 18. As of
Thursday night, the
case tally to date stood
at 2,031.
To date, the district
has recorded 1,380
cases in Adams County
along with 299 in Clay,
194 in Nuckolls and 158
in Webster. New cases
for Tuesday through
Thursday include 130
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