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Chiefs finish long week with sweep. - C1

Friday, July 3, 2020
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TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before noon.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Weston Lipovsky
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Associated Press

FORT LAUDER-
DALE, Fla. — Four 
U.S. states — Arizona, 
California, Florida and 
Texas — reported a 
combined 25,000 new 
confirmed coronavirus 
cases Thursday as the 
infection curve rose in 
40 of  the 50 states head-
ing into the July Fourth 
holiday weekend.

With the number of  
daily confirmed corona-
virus cases nationwide 
climbing past 50,000, an 
alarming 36 states saw an 
increase in the percent-
age of  tests coming back 
positive for the virus.

“What we’ve seen is a 
very disturbing week,” 
Dr. Anthony Fauci, the 
government’s top in-
fectious-disease expert, 
said in a livestream 
with the American 
Medical Association.

In a major retreat that 
illustrated how dire 
things have become in 
Texas, Republican Gov. 
Greg Abbott ordered 
the wearing of  masks 
across most of  the state 
after refusing until re-
cently to let even local 
governments impose 
such rules.

The surge has been 
blamed in part on 
Americans not cover-
ing their faces or fol-

lowing other social dis-
tancing rules as states 
lifted their lockdowns 
over the past few weeks. 
Fauci warned that if  
people don’t start com-
plying, “we’re going to 
be in some serious diffi-
culty.”

The U.S. recorded 
51,200 new confirmed 
cases Wednesday, ac-
cording to a tally kept 
by Johns Hopkins 
University. That rep-
resents a doubling of  
the daily total over 
the past month and is 
higher even than what 
the country witnessed 
during the most lethal 
phase of  the crisis in 
April and May, when 

the New York metro-
politan area was easily 
the worst hot spot in the 
U.S.

All but 10 states are 
showing an upswing in 
newly reported cases 
over the past 14 days, 
according to data com-
piled by the volunteer 
COVID Tracking Proj-
ect. The outbreaks are 
most severe in Arizona, 
Texas and Florida, 
which together with 
California have reclosed 
or otherwise clamped 
back down on bars, 
restaurants and movie 
theaters over the past 
week or so.

Nebraska and South 
Dakota were the only 

states outside the 
Northeast with a down-
ward trend in cases.

While some of  the 
increases may be ex-
plained by expanded 
testing, other indicators 
are grim, too, includ-
ing hospitalizations and 
positive test rates. Over 
the past two weeks, the 
percentage of  positive 
tests has doubled in 
Georgia, Kansas, Mon-
tana, Michigan, Mis-
souri, Tennessee, Mis-
sissippi, South Carolina 
and Ohio. In Nevada, it 
has tripled. In Idaho, it 
is five times higher.

In Texas, where new 
cases in the past two 
weeks have swelled 

from about 2,400 a 
day to almost 8,000 on 
Wednesday, the positive 
rate ballooned from 8% 
to 14.5%. In Arizona, it 
has gone from 5.7% to 
10.3%.

Abbott, who in May 
began one of  the most 
aggressive reopen-
ing schedules of  any 
governor, ordered the 
wearing of  masks in all 
counties with at least 20 
COVID-19 cases.

Abbott said in a video 
posted on Twitter that 
the state’s lower infec-
tion rate and case counts 
after his stay-home or-
der in April might have 

Confirmed coronavirus cases are rising in 40 of 50 states
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T
hree Tribland 
rodeo compet-
itors achieved 
the dream of  
competing 

in the National High 
School Finals Rodeo.

Hunter Heath of  Min-
den and Chance Mign-
ery and Caitlin Tibbs, 
both of  Hastings, will 
compete July 17-23 in 
Guthrie, Oklahoma.

CAITLIN TIBBS

“It has been something 
I have dreamed of  doing 
ever since I was little, 

little, little — even being 
able to compete in high 
school rodeo, and then 
as I got older nationals 
was my goal in the long 
run and I’m just really 
happy I made it,” Tibbs 
said of  the National 
High School Finals Ro-
deo.

She said within the 
amateur ranks of  high 

school rodeo, compet-
ing in nationals is the 
biggest accomplishment 
there is. She said the na-
tional competition actu-
ally is an international 
competition, with sev-
eral other countries rep-
resented as well.

Tibbs finished fourth in 

Living the dream
TRIBLAND RODEO 

COMPETITORS GOING  

TO NATIONALS

AMY ROH/Tribune

Caitlin TIbbs competes in pole bending during the 
Nebraska High School Rodeo state finals Thurs-
day at the Adams County Fairgrounds.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Chance Mignery competes in cutting during the Nebraska High School Rodeo state finals June 13, 
2019, at the Adams County Fairgrounds.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Hunter Heath competes in team roping during the 
Nebraska High School Rodeo Finals June 14, 2018 
at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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LINCOLN — Nebraska voters will 
likely get to weigh in on measures 
to legalize medical marijuana and 
casino gambling after advocates for 
both causes announced Thursday 
that they have enough signatures to 
put them on the November ballot.

Organizers of  the Nebraskans for 
Medical Marijuana campaign said 
they’ve gathered 182,000 signatures. 
To qualify for the ballot, the cam-
paign needed to turn in more than 
121,000 valid signatures, representing 
more than 10% of  the voters in the 
state. Campaign officials also needed 
to collect signatures from at least 
5% of  voters in at least 38 Nebraska 
counties.

“Today represents a huge step for-
ward for thousands of  Nebraskans 
who deserve compassion,” said state 
Sen. Anna Wishart, of  Lincoln, who 
co-chaired the campaign committee. 
“We are confident that we’ve met the 
requirements for ballot qualification, 
and after seeing the outpouring of  
support for our petition, we’re even 
more confident that Nebraska’s vot-
ers will approve this initiative in No-
vember.”

Meanwhile, the pro-gambling group 
Keep the Money in Nebraska an-
nounced that it will submit 475,000 
signatures for its three petitions to 

Medical marijuana, 
gambling likely 
headed to ballot
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Five new positive cases of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, COVID-19, were 
recorded Wednesday and Thursday 
in the South Heartland Health Dis-
trict, the district health department 
announced Thursday.

Four of  the new cases involve Ad-
ams County residents, and one is a 
Webster County case. All five were 
confirmed through laboratory test-
ing.

The new cases bring Adams Coun-
ty’s running tally of  positive cases 
since March 18 to 299. Clay County has 
recorded 27 cases; Webster County, 
six; and Nuckolls County, one.

The new Adams County patients 
include a man in his 30s and three 
women — one in her 20s, one in her 
40s and one in her 50s. The Webster 
County patient is a man in his 40s.

Of  the 334 total cases recorded in 
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South Heartland 
reports five new 
COVID-19 cases
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