
16 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B6
Comics A7
Crossword B8
Entertainment B5

Markets A3
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices B4

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 8 © 2020

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

HHS drops regular season home finale. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. South-southwest 
wind 10-15 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. South wind 5-10 
mph becoming north-northeast.
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M
uch-need-
ed im-
prove-
ments to 
the Jacob 

Fisher Rainbow Foun-
tain planned for next 
spring are anticipated 
to delay the start of  the 
fountain’s 2021 operat-
ing season.

Derek Pfeifer, a me-
chanical engineer for 
Hastings Utilities, spoke 
about the planned foun-
tain renovations at the 
Hastings Utility Board 
meeting on Thursday.

The iconic lighted 
fountain stands near 
Hastings Utilities head-
quarters at 12th Street 
and Denver Avenue.

E.R. Howard, Hastings 
Water and Light Depart-
ment commissioner, su-
pervised the construc-
tion of  the fountain 
for the Adams County 
Fair of  1932. More than 
$2,200 was spent in 

Fixing
Fisher

Fountain
HASTINGS LANDMARK 

TO UNDERGO MAJOR 
RENOVATION; 

REOPENING 
ANTICIPATED  

FOR LATE JUNE
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Fisher Fountain is pictured July 17, 2019.
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FAIRFIELD — A grant from 
the Nebraska Department of  
Education will be used to de-
velop a student-run business 
at Sandy Creek High School 
near here.

The reVISION Action Grant 
obtained by South Central Ne-
braska Unified School District 
No. 5 will provide $85,362 to 
help get the business up and 
running, and thereby enhance 
the Career and Technical Ed-

ucation programs offered 
to Sandy Creek and Law-
rence-Nelson students.

South Central Unified op-
erates the school system for 
both the Sandy Creek and 
Lawrence-Nelson local school 
districts, with high school 
campuses at Sandy Creek and 
in Nelson.

The reVISION program, 
established in 2012, is coor-
dinated by the Department 
of  Education to help schools 
analyze and improve their 
current CTE offerings, with 
the goal of  addressing the 
workforce needs of  industries 
trying to compete in the ev-
er-changing economy.

The reVISION grant for 

South Central Unified will be 
used to establish a business 
capable of  creating NCN la-
ser engraving, T-shirt design, 
vinyl signage, graphic design 
and video production, said 
Stan Essink, associate princi-
pal at Sandy Creek and direc-
tor of  the Nebraska Center for 
Advanced Professional Stud-
ies, which is housed on the 
Sandy Creek campus east of  
Fairfield.

The business, tentatively 
named 74 Creative, is mod-
eled on a successful, long-run-
ning enterprise called School 
House Graphics at Arnold 
Public School, Essink said. It 
will pull together collabora-
tors from the school indus-

trial technology, business and 
digital media programs.

The concept is that the busi-
ness will sell an array of  stan-
dard products through an 
online store, plus provide the 
wider community with cus-
tom designs and services, he 
said.

The business will be orga-
nized in a way that places stu-
dents in management roles 
similar to those found in a 
business setting.

Action Grant dollars will be 
used to purchase industrial 
laser engraving machines and 
high-tech video equipment.

Essink predicted the 

Grant to help area students launch school-based business
PLANS FOR ‘74 CREATIVE’ 

BEING LAID BY SOUTH 
CENTRAL USD STAFF, 

STUDENTS
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Fifty-six additional 
residents of  the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict have been con-
firmed positive for the 
novel coronavirus since 
Tuesday, the district 
health department an-
nounced Thursday 
night.

The 56 new patients 
include 28 from Adams 
County, 11 from Clay 
County, 13 from Nu-
ckolls County and two 
from Webster County.

Since March 18, a run-
ning total of  838 cases 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
have been diagnosed 
among district residents 
based on laboratory 
testing results. The dis-
ease is caused by infec-
tion with the new virus, 
which is on the move 
throughout the four-
county area.

Running case tallies 
by county to date in-
clude 659 in Adams, 115 
in Clay, 39 in Nuckolls 
and 25 in Webster.

Individuals testing 
positive for the virus 
may have no symptoms, 
or may have anything 
from mild symptoms to 
a severe case of  the dis-
ease. To date, 14 health 
district residents have 
died in connection with 
COVID-19.

Three of  the 56 newly 
diagnosed patients 
for Tuesday through 
Thursday have required 
hospital care.

To date, a total of  43 
district residents have 
spent time in a hospi-
tal in connection with 
COVID-19.

Michele Bever, health 
department executive 
director, used her reg-
ular Thursday night 
update news release to 
encourage vigilance 
among district residents 
in protecting them-
selves and others from 
illness wherever they 
go.
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When members of  the 
Hastings Board of  Edu-
cation meet in Novem-
ber, they will determine 
the future of  e-learning 
in the district.

Superintendent Jeff 
Schneider spoke about 
the district’s experi-
ences with e-learning so 
far at the school board’s 
work session on Thurs-
day.

“We’re going to pres-
ent data to you and 
make a recommenda-
tion and see what route 
you want us to go sec-
ond semester,” he said.

Schneider thanked the 
e-learning teachers.

“We’ve got a lot of  peo-
ple doing things they’ve 

never done before,” he 
said. “I’m telling you 
they’ve worked ex-
tremely hard to make 
this work. It’s not easy.”

Schools have tried to 
accommodate families 
where they are in this 
current situation.

“We’re not 100% sure 
we’re seeing great re-
sults from our e-learn-
ing,” he said. “What I 
mean by that, I think, 
is not a shock to any-
body. We believe very 
strongly that the best 
place for a student is in 
school.”

A lot of  factors are 
out the of  the teachers’ 
hands when it comes to 
e-learning.

“I think especially for 
some of  youngest learn-

ers this is a very diffi-
cult situation,” Schnei-
der said

Deciding in November 
what form e-learning 
will take in the spring 
semester would allow 
schools to adequately 
address staffing needs.

“If  we were seeing 
perfect results across 
the board, I probably 
wouldn’t be bringing 
this up tonight, but 
that’s not what we’re 
seeing,” he said.

If  the district would 
decide not to allow 
e-learning in second 
semester, the district 
would have to adjust 
staffing for e-learning.

Schneider said there 
are two first-grade 
e-learning teachers.

“If  we don’t offer that 
second semester, one of  
them is going back to 
kindergarten,” Schnei-
der said. “That’s what 
she was originally hired 
to do. There’s things like 
that you can’t tell them 
the week before the se-
mester starts they are 
going to switch. There’s 
more to it than that.”

No other schools in 
Educational Service 
Unit No. 9 are offering 
e-learning to the ex-
tent of  Hastings Public 
Schools; Grand Island 
Public Schools offers 
e-learning, but Kearney 
doesn’t, he said.

Schneider said the dis-
trict should be less will-
ing to allow students to 
switch.

“We cannot deal with 
all the changes we are 
getting,” he said.

Hastings Public 
Schools would always 
accommodate a medical 
situation, however.

Schneider said it 
might be possible to 
have a hybrid situation, 
allowing e-learning for 
high school students 
but not at the elemen-
tary level.

The district will have 
more data available by 
the November board 
meeting to make a de-
cision.

The school year began 
with about 12% of  the 
student body enrolled 
in e-learning. Schnei-
der said that number is 
slightly less now.

He said 36 elementary 
students came back to 
in-person schooling 
for the second quar-
ter. Schneider said the 
middle school numbers 
were less than that.

There are more re-
quests at the high school 
level for e-learning.

“We have a few, after 
visiting with Dr. (HHS 
Principal Tom) Slzanda 
today, who we know are 
excelling in this role,” 
Schneider said.

The district has 
learned to be flexible, 
creating learning op-
tions for students. How-
ever, Schneider said 
HPS staff will have to be 
more rigid in not allow-
ing students to switch 
in mid-term.
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HPS school board to decide future of e-learning

Health district 
records 56 new 
COVID-19 cases

3 OF THE PATIENTS  
ARE HOSPITALIZED
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