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TODAY Sunny. Breezy. Winds 
could gust as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. South wind 10-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20.

Details, page A3 Art by Darrian Mirelez
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From California to 
Pennsylvania, gover-
nors and mayors across 
the U.S. are ratchet-
ing up COVID-19 re-
strictions amid the 
record-shattering re-
surgence of  the virus 
that is all but certain 
to get worse because 
of  holiday travel and 
family gatherings over 
Thanksgiving.

Leaders are closing 
businesses or curtail-
ing hours and other op-
erations, and they are 
ordering or imploring 
people to stay home 
and keep their distance 
from others to help 
stem a rising tide of  in-
fections that threatens 
to overwhelm the health 

care system.
“I must again pull 

back the reins,” New 
Jersey Gov. Phil Mur-
phy said Monday as he 
restricted indoor gath-
erings to 10 people, 
down from 25. “It gives 
me no joy.”

California Gov. Gavin 
Newsom announced he 
is pulling the “emer-
gency brake” on efforts 
to reopen the economy, 
saying the state is ex-
periencing the fastest 
growth in cases yet, and 
if  left unchecked, it will 
lead to “catastrophic 
outcomes.” The move 
closes many nonessen-
tial indoor businesses 
and requires the wear-
ing of  masks outside 
homes, with limited 

Governors ratchet 
up restrictions ahead 
of Thanksgiving

ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

Two hundred-one 
newly confirmed 
cases of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, recorded 
Friday through Mon-
day pushed the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict’s case tally to date 
to 2,231 and Adams 
County’s running tally 
past the 1,500 mark.

New-case totals for the 
four-day period include 
128 in Adams County, 
39 in Clay County, 20 in 
Nuckolls County and 14 
in Webster County.

Since the first case 
was reported on March 
18, Adams County has 
seen a total of  1,507 
cases of  the viral in-
fection among its resi-
dents. Running tallies to 
date for the other coun-
ties are 338 in Clay, 214 

in Nuckolls and 172 in 
Webster.

The South Heartland 
district’s test positiv-
ity rate for Nov. 8-14 in-
creased to 17.5% from 
15.5% for the previous 
week, Nov. 1-7.

The test positivity rate 
is the percentage of  the 
number of  tests admin-
istered in a given week 
that come back with a 
positive result. Positiv-
ity rates above 15% are 
considered to indicate 
widespread community 
transmission of  the vi-
rus, whereas rates be-
low 5% correlate to low 
spread.

In a news release 
Monday night, Michele 
Bever, executive direc-
tor of  the South Heart-
land health depart-
ment, said she is “very 
concerned” about the 
explosion of  COVID-19 
cases across the health 
district, which is tak-
ing a toll on individuals, 
businesses and institu-
tions in local commu-
nities.

“Many sectors are 

4 days add 201 new 
COVID-19 cases to 
health district tally

SOUTH HEARTLAND 
POSITIVITY RATE LAST 

WEEK WAS 17.5%; 
TWO RIVERS 

ANNOUNCES 5 MORE 
DEATHS
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When members of  the 
Hastings City Council 
meet on Nov. 23, they 
will act on an ordinance 
requiring masks in-
doors when maintain-
ing 6 feet of  separation 
isn’t possible.

Council members dis-
cussed the proposed 
ordinance during their 
work session on Mon-
day, emphasizing it isn’t 
a political matter.

The ordinance draft 
presented at the work 
session states everyone 
5 and older will be re-
quired to wear a face 
covering their mouth 
and nose while indoors 
in premises open to the 
general public.

Among exemptions 
is anyone: seated at a 
bar or restaurant while 
eating or drinking; en-
gaged in an occupation 
preventing the wearing 
of  a face covering; ob-
taining a service or pur-
chasing goods or ser-
vices that requires the 
temporary removal of  a 
face covering; removing 
a face covering to verify 

an identity; providing a 
speech to an audience 
as long as the audience 
is at least 6 feet away; 
or having medical con-
ditions preventing the 
wearing of  masks.

Individuals who are 
alone in an office, offici-
ating at a religious ser-
vice, exercising in an 
indoor facility where 
the level of  exertion 
makes it difficult to 
wear a mask, or com-
municating with other 
individuals who have a 
disability making com-
munication difficult 
also are among those 
exempted.

Mayor Corey Stutte 

discussed a sheet of  
novel coronavirus dis-
ease (COVID-19) sta-
tistics from the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department up-
dated as of  Monday. He 
said the “most disturb-
ing” number was that 
76% of  hospital inpa-
tients within the district 
are COVID-19 positive.

“I was a little bit 
shocked when we 
learned that number,” 
he said.

Throughout the pan-
demic local officials 
have asked the public to 
wear masks, social dis-
tance and practice good 
hygiene.

“It just hasn’t flattened 
the curve. We’re seeing 
some people who aren’t 
maybe complying on 
their own,” Stutte said.

He spoke with officials 
from the cities of  Kear-
ney and Grand Island, 
both of  which are look-
ing to also enact mask 
policies.

Stutte spoke with 
South Heartland Exec-
utive Director Michele 
Bever about what a 
mask policy may look 
like.

He said it’s important 
when looking at a di-
rected health measure 
to have a regional plan.

He had a conference 

call earlier in the day 
Monday with mayors 
from the other Tri-Cit-
ies as well as health dis-
trict officials.

“We decided we really 
should be consistent 
across the Tri-Cities, if  
possible,” Stutte said.

There are a lot of  peo-
ple commuting between 
the three communities.

The policy would go 
through the city’s Board 
of  Health. Stutte said 
the city should receive 
an official recommenda-
tion on Tuesday.

“This isn’t just about 
the virus,” he said. 

Council looks to mull indoor mask mandate for city
POLICY WOULD TAKE 
EFFECT IMMEDIATELY 

AFTER THE ORDINANCE 
WAS PASSED
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C
hief  Ethanol Fuels 
is filling a need 
at its plant east 
of  Hastings to 
produce higher 

grades of  ethanol for use as 
the active ingredient in hand 
sanitizer.

The company is able to pro-
vide a long-term supply of  
higher grades of  ethanol into 
industrial alcohol markets. 
This includes specially de-
natured alcohol that passes 
Food Chemical Codex and 
U.S. Pharmaceutical purity 
testing.

“We were fortunate enough 
that our equipment could be 
adapted and we didn’t have to 
make a lot of  capital invest-
ment,” said Patricia Beard, 
commodities director for 
Chief  Ethanol Fuels.

Chief  Ethanol Fuels be-
gan producing pharmaceu-
tical-grade ethanol in Sep-
tember. Getting there was a 
five-month process, including 
two months from the time 
Chief  Ethanol Fuels obtained 

its gas chromatograph ma-
chine, which made it possi-
ble to make quick process 
changes as Chief  received im-
mediate in-house lab results.

While both fuel-grade 
ethanol and pharmaceuti-
cal-grade ethanol require a 
denaturant to be added to 
make the final product un-
suitable for human consump-
tion, Chief  Ethanol Fuels’ 
pharmaceutical-grade alco-
hol is denatured with a prod-
uct that tastes very bitter. 
Fuel ethanol is denatured 
with a petroleum-based prod-
uct.

The allowable levels of  or-
ganic impurities are much 
lower in ethanol used to 
make hand sanitizer.

Chief  Ethanol Fuels tests 
for about 20 different organic 
impurities.

Acetaldehyde and acetal 
were the two main impuri-
ties that had to be reduced 
for pharmaceutical-grade 
alcohol. This was mostly 
achieved through process 
changes but also by adding a 
carbon filtration system.

Customers also were very 
concerned about smell. The 
carbon filtration system not 
only helped capture some im-
purities but also improved 
the odor profile.

The final product should be 
colorless and nearly odorless.

The Food and Drug Admin-
istration issued a temporary 
guidance in March to allow 
alcohol fuel plants to provide 
ethanol for use in hand san-
itizer.

Beard said methanol, a toxic 
alcohol, made its way from 
Mexico into the U.S. hand 
sanitizer market, which re-
sulted in serious illness and 
even some deaths.

The FDA issued a massive 
recall effort and updated 
the guidance to state etha-
nol must meet either FCC or 
USP grade requirements. The 
FDA later issued another up-
date to add additional testing 
requirements specifically to 
prevent methanol from get-
ting into hand sanitizer.

Chief  Ethanol Fuels first 
met the FCC grade require-
ments in July and produced 
its first certified tank of  phar-
maceutical-grade ethanol in 
September.

“It’s just process improve-
ment,” Beard said. “It was 
amazing how the industry re-
acted so quickly and also to 
have the government come 
out. That’s kind of  hard for 
them to come out with emer-
gency action like that.”

The plant is capable of  pro-
viding close to 10 million gal-
lons per year of  higher purity 

Chief filling a need
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PHARMACEUTICAL-GRADE 

ALCOHOL FOR HAND 
SANITIZER
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Chief Ethanol Fuels employees (from left) Kevin Wheeland, Rick Fielder and Randy Kothe 
pose for a photo while loading a tanker truck of ethanol for hand sanitizer. Chief has been 
producing a pharmaceutical-grade ethanol that can be used in hand sanitizer.
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