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TODAY A chance of snow before 1 
p.m., then a chance of rain and snow.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Wind 
gusts as high as 25 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Allison Mussman
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The Hastings Rural 

Fire District plans to 
solicit bids Jan. 27 for 
construction of  its pro-
posed new fire station 
and would like for the 
Adams County Board of  
Supervisors to approve 
a levy for that project in 
March.

That was the timeline 
presented by Randy 
Kort, a board member 
for Hastings Rural Fire, 
during the supervisors’ 
meeting on Tuesday. 
Bids are due Feb. 26.

“At that point we 

would like the county 
to approve that levy on 
March 3 at your meet-
ing,” Kort said. “When 
that is approved the ru-
ral fire board will award 
the contract to the con-
tractor and construc-
tion will begin shortly 
after that.”

Hastings Rural Fire 
is looking at building a 
new fire station east of  
the old Wallace School 
building along U.S. 
Highway 281, where 
the Adams County Ex-
tension office now is 
housed.

The rural fire depart-

ment currently is rent-
ing space for equipment 
and assistance from 
the Hastings Fire De-
partment for which the 
Hastings Fire Depart-
ment currently charges 
$54,000 per year.

Kort was joined at the 
supervisors’ meeting 
by Cody Wickham from 
Omaha firm D.A. David-
son, which is handling 
financing of  the new 
fire station.

Wickham said D.A. 
Davidson has looked at 
15- and 20-year bonds to 
determine what would 
be not only most fiscally 

responsible for the fire 
district, but also would 
keep the levy as low as 
possible.

“We’re in a very low 
interest rate environ-
ment, so both scenarios 
have looked good,” he 
said.

A 15-year bond likely 
would carry a 1.25-cent 
levy and a 20-year bond 
would have a 1-cent 
levy.

“It really comes down 
to which one is more 
palatable for the county 
and the fire district,” he 
said.

Wickham estimated 

the interest rate on a 
15-year bond would be 
2.67% and 2.89% on a 20-
year bond. He padded 
both of  those figures, 
saying they are higher 
than if  the levy was ap-
proved now, but are still 
lower than historical 
averages.

The first principle pay-
ment would be due Dec. 
15, 2021. So it wouldn’t 
be added to the county’s 
levy until the 2020-2021 
fiscal year.

“The big underlier is 
what this project is going 
to cost?” Kort said. “Un-
til we put it out to bid we 

really don’t know.”
The fire district has 

been estimating $1.25 
million as the cost for 
the project.

The amount of  inter-
est on a 20-year bond 
would be quite a bit 
higher than a 15-year 
bond.

Wickham estimated 
$268,387 would be spent 
on interest over 15 years 
versus $396,630 over the 
course of  20 years.

“It’s pretty significant 
adding five years,” he 
said.
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S
ignage and usage by 
feeding ministries 
are helping First 
Presbyterian Church 
re-establish the iden-

tity of  its building on Hast-
ings Avenue formerly used 
as the manual arts or annex 
building by former owners 
Hastings Public Schools.

Now named the PEACE 
Center, an acronym for Pres-
byterian Emmanuel Arts 
Community Engagement 
Center, the building some-
times still is called by one of  
its former names by longtime 
Hastings residents, though 
the Rev. Greg Allen-Pickett 
anticipates that will change 
with the passage of  time.

“We felt that the old middle 
school annex was not a par-
ticularly descriptive name 
for what we were doing over 
there anymore,” said Al-
len-Pickett, senior pastor of  
First Presbyterian Church. 
“Trying to transition the 
community, I now refer to 
it as the PEACE Center/old 
middle school annex. I fig-
ure if  I do that for a few years 
the PEACE Center name will 
catch on.”

The center was purchased 
by First Presbyterian in 2008 

in a package deal that in-
cluded the former Hastings 
Middle School building and 
parking lot. When the con-
gregation decided the offset 
building was large enough to 
meet its need for additional 
space, it sold the middle 
school building in 2009.

An open contest to rename 
the building was initiated 
through a social media cam-
paign in March 2019. More 
than 100 suggestions were 
submitted, with church offi-
cials thinning the list down to 
a select few choices that were 
then voted upon by the con-
gregation.

“It came down to two,” Al-
len-Pickett said. “One was a 
play on words on the fact that 
it used to be called the man-

ual arts building: Emmanuel 
Arts Building. Someone else 
said, ‘Let’s call it what it is, 
a community center.’ So we 
were able to combine those 
two ideas.”

Vinyl banners now identify 
the building, with plans for 
more permanent signage to 
be added at some point.

In addition to food services, 
the building also houses mul-
tiple opportunities for fellow-
ship and fitness. A partial list 
of  hosted activities includes 
youth basketball, pickle ball, 
junior and senior high youth 
group meetings, Spanish 
language classes, quilting 
classes, dog obedience, Boy 
Scout activities and Mexican 

Rural Fire getting ready to bid out new station 

Let there be PEACE 
Old manual arts building 

gets new name, purpOse

Courtesy

The Rev. Greg Allen-Pickett installs a sign for the PEACE Center at First Presbyterian Church 
of Hastings. The former Hastings Middle School manual arts building has been renamed to 
PEACE Center, which stands for Presbyterian Emmanuel Arts Community Engagement.

MATTHEW BROWN
Associated Press

BILLINGS, Mont. 
— The Trump adminis-
tration on Wednesday 
approved a right-of-way 
allowing the Keystone 
XL oil sands pipeline 
to be built across U.S. 
land, pushing the con-
troversial $8 billion 
project closer to con-
struction though court 
challenges still loom.

The approval signed 
by Interior Secretary 
David Bernhardt and 
obtained by The Asso-
ciated Press covers 46 
miles of  the pipeline’s 
route across land in 
Montana that’s con-
trolled by the Bureau of  
Land Management and 
the U.S. Army Corps of  
Engineers, said Casey 
Hammond, assistant 
secretary of  the Interior 
Department.

Those segments of  
federal land are a small 
fraction of  the pipe-
line’s 1,200-mile route, 
but the right-of-way 
was crucial for a project 
that’s obtained all the 
needed permits at the 
state and local levels.

The pipeline would 
transport up to 830,000 
barrels (35 million gal-
lons) of  crude oil daily 
from western Canada 
to terminals on the U.S. 
Gulf  Coast.

Project sponsor TC 
Energy said in a court 
filing that it wants to 
begin construction on 
the U.S.-Canada border 
crossing in Montana in 
April. Opponents prom-
ised to challenge those 
plans in court.

First proposed in 2008, 
the pipeline has become 
emblematic of  the ten-
sions between economic 
development and curb-
ing the fossil fuel emis-
sions that are causing 
climate change. The 
Obama administration 
rejected it, but Presi-
dent Donald Trump re-
vived it and has been a 
strong supporter.

The stretch approved 
Wednesday includes 
all federal land crossed 
by the line, Hammond 
said. Much of  the rest 
of  the route is across 
private land, for which 

Trump administration 
approves Keystone 
pipeline on U.S. land
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WASHINGTON 
— House Democrats 
launched into mara-
thon arguments in Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial 
Wednesday, appealing 
to skeptical Republican 
senators to join them in 
voting to oust Trump 
from office to “protect 
our democracy.”

Trump’s lawyers sat 
by, waiting their turn, 
as the president blasted 
the proceedings from 
afar, threatening jok-
ingly to face off with the 
Democrats by coming 

to “sit right in the front 
row and stare at their 
corrupt faces.”

The challenge before 
the House managers is 
clear. Democrats have 
24 hours over three days 
to prosecute the charges 
against Trump, trying 
to win over not just fid-
gety senators sitting si-
lently in the chamber 
but an American public, 
deeply divided over the 
president and his im-
peachment in an elec-
tion year.

Rep. Adam Schiff, 
chairman of  the House 
Intelligence Commit-
tee, outlined what the 

Democrats appeal 
for GOP help to convict 
‘corrupt’ president 
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