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Chiefs beat Raiders, take control of division. - B1

Monday, December 2, 2019

weather
44
27

TODAY Sunny. West wind 5-10 
mph becoming south-southwest.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. South- 
southwest wind around 10 mph.
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W
andering 
through the 
snow among 
rows of  
evergreen 

conifers, the Walston chil-
dren searched for the perfect 
Christmas tree to start the 
season.

Siblings Addie, 11, Thatcher, 
8, and Elias, 3, wanted a tree 
that was not too tall but not 
too small. A full tree without 
holes through the middle.

“The kids are always on the 
hunt for the best tree,” said 
their mother, Jessica.

They found one just the 
right fit during a visit Satur-
day to the Pine Patch Tree 
Farm in Hastings, where Eric 
and Jessica Walston of  Hast-
ings have brought the family 
to find a Christmas tree every 
year since 2007.

“We like coming here be-
cause it has a nice family 
feel,” Jessica said. 

During the annual outing, 
the family took a picture hid-
ing among the evergreens to 
be posted on Facebook for 

relatives to try to find each of  
the children.

For Addie, that is the best 
part of  coming out every 
year.

Jessica said that while she 
was growing up, her family 
would make a trip to find a 
tree for the holiday season.

“It was a family tradition 
for my family,” she said. “I’ve 
tried to bring that to my chil-
dren, as well.”

Sara Thompson of  Law-

rence brings her children, 
Kaden, Konnor and Kole, ev-
ery year to pick out a tree 
for the season. She said it’s a 
way to make memories with 
her own children, similar to 
those in her own childhood.

“I grew up with it,” Thomp-
son said. “Mom wanted to al-
ways have a real tree. She’s 
not here anymore, so this is a 
way to honor her memory.”

Finding the perfect tree
Visits to local christmas 

tree farm all about 
making family memories
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A sign at the Pine Patch Tree Farm Saturday lists instruc-
tions for shoppers.
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Nine-year-old Chloe Consbruck of Giltner picks a Christmas tree at the Pine Patch Tree 
Farm in Hastings while shopping with her family Saturday.

Associated Press
SAN FRANCISCO 

— Shoppers, many 
of  them using smart-
phones, spent $3.6 bil-
lion buying online from 
small businesses on Sat-
urday.

Adobe Analytics, 
which tracks online 
sales, says that’s up 
18% from a year earlier. 
Adobe reports that hol-
iday season sales are 
on track to grow 14.9% 
from 2018. Small busi-
nesses garnered $68.2 

billion in online sales 
from Nov. 1 to Nov. 30.

More people are shop-
ping on their phones. 
Adobe said Sunday that 
smartphone revenue 
made up 41.2% of  all 
e-commerce revenue 
on Saturday. That is up 
22% from a year ago.

Saturday’s top-selling 
products included toys 
from Disney’s “Frozen 
2,” “Madden 20” and 
“FIFA 20” video games, 
Amazon’s Fire TV and 
Apple AirPods.

Looking ahead to Cyber 
Monday, Adobe expects a 
record $9.4 billion in on-
line retail sales, up 19% 
from last year.

Online shoppers boost 
small business sales

shoppers spent 
$3.6b buying online 

on saturday
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NEW YORK — Hun-
dreds of  flights were 
canceled and thousands 
delayed for travelers 
heading home after 
the Thanksgiving hol-
iday as a deadly win-
ter storm moved to the 
Northeast on Sunday, 
packing one last punch 
of  snow and ice.

The National Weather 
Service predicted more 
than a foot of  snow in 
swaths of  upstate New 
York and New England, 
as well as ice accumula-
tions in parts of  Penn-
sylvania.

“We’ve got our shov-
els ready. We’ve got 
the snowblower ready. 
We’re prepared,” 
said Paul Newman of  
Wethersfield, Connecti-
cut.

In New York, numer-
ous schools announced 
closings and Gov. An-
drew Cuomo advised 
non-essential state em-
ployees to stay home as 

the storm was forecast 
to bring snow, sleet, 
wind and rain through 
the day Monday.

State police had re-
sponded to more than 
550 storm-related 
crashes across New 
York by 7 p.m. Sun-
day and Cuomo placed 
National Guard per-
sonnel on standby. Icy 
roads caused numerous 
crashes on Interstate 
84 in Pennsylvania on 
Sunday and a section of  
Interstate 81 north of  
Binghamton was closed 
because of  icy condi-
tions for a while.

The same storm has 
been pummeling the 
U.S. for days as it moved 
cross country, dumping 
heavy snow from parts 
of  California to the 
northern Midwest and 
inundating other areas 
with rain.

It has been blamed for 
several deaths.

The bodies of  a boy 
and a girl, both 5, were 
found in central Ari-
zona after their vehicle 
was swept away Friday 
while crossing a swollen 
creek.

Two adults and four 

Deadly storm
taking aim 
at Northeast
a powerful winter 

storm bedeViling 
thanksgiVing 

weekend traVelers 
across the country
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GENEVA — Resi-
dents of  Geneva and 
the surrounding area 
were treated to a unique 
concert experience 
Sunday evening at the 
Geneva Veterans of  
Foreign Wars Club: A 
TubaChristmas event.

TubaChristmas is a 
musical concert that 
takes place in cities and 

towns worldwide to cel-
ebrate those who play, 
teach and compose mu-
sic for instruments in 
the tuba family — in-
cluding the tuba, sou-
saphone, baritone and 
euphonium. Young and 
old musicians come to-
gether and learn from 
each other. Sometimes 
two or three genera-
tions of  family mem-
bers come together, play 
and make memories. 
Group size can vary 
from a quartet to sev-
eral hundred players.

While instruments 

in the tuba family typ-
ically are known for 
what they add to the 
“background” of  a mu-
sical performance, in 
TubaChristmas events 
they furnish the melody 
and are the stars of  the 
show, doing things they 
don’t normally do. It’s 
a unique sound most 
people don’t ever get to 
hear.

Sunday’s event, along 
with a soup supper, was 
a fundraiser for the 
Geneva Rotary Club’s 

Low brass friends high note
of Geneva Christmas concert

tubachristmas 
musicians giVe season 

distinctiVe sound
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Fourteen musicians participate in a TubaChristmas event Sunday at the 
Geneva Veterans of Foreign Wars Club.
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