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weather
81
62

TODAY Sunny. West wind 5-15 
mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind around 10 mph.
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BLUE HILL — “Go 
Blue Hill!”

For years, Joel Wag-
oner was the loudest 
and most constant voice 
at Blue Hill sporting 
events. The longtime ed-
ucator in Kimball, who 
retired in his hometown 
of  Blue Hill, was at every 
sporting event cheering 
on local athletes. His sup-
port made such an im-
pact that he was deemed 
Blue Hill’s No. 1 fan.

Students past and pres-
ent have been in mourn-
ing for Wagoner since 
they learned of  his death 
Saturday at his home in 
Blue Hill at age 81. The 
school’s online post an-
nouncing his passing 
read: “Joel’s love lan-
guage was to give and 
never expect anything in 
return.”

Wagoner’s most con-
stant phrase, “Go Blue 
Hill,” was one the teams 
became accustomed to 
hearing, maybe even 
took for granted. And 
his support was more 
than just cheering — he 
would buy a water, pop 
or candy for anyone he 

thought might need one, 
from parents to students 
to teachers.

“I will never forget him 
coming on the bus with 
a Mountain Dew and a 
pack of  M&M’s for all of  
us,” said Maci Poe, who 
is a senior this year.

Poe remembers the 
many times Wagoner 
has been to her sporting 
events.

“I will forever miss his 
reassuring hugs at the 
finish line in track,” she 

said. “Joel has made a 
huge impact on so many 
athletes throughout the 
years and will forever be 
remembered by so many 
people.”

Parents appreciated 
the extra support Wag-
oner gave to their stu-
dents. Penny Witte, who 
has sent four students 
through the school sys-
tem, has seen the im-
pact of  this type of  his 
love and attention.
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A potentially treacher-

ous downtown Hastings 
parking lot pockmarked 
with potholes soon will 
see better days again.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
7-0 during their meet-
ing Monday to award a 
contract worth $196,649 
to Werner Construction 
for improvements to the 
Hastings Community 
Redevelopment Author-
ity parking lot 3 at First 
Street and Lincoln Av-
enue. Councilwoman 

Jeniffer Beahm was ab-
sent.

Randy Chick, execu-
tive director of  the Com-
munity Redevelopment 
Authority and Business 
Improvement District, re-
spectively, said during the 
meeting there are several 
“craters” in the former 
private-lot parking lot.

“You might lose a tire 

or something if  you’re 
not careful,” he said.

Of  the $196,649, 
$189,316 is the base bid 
that includes parking lot 
and sidewalk construc-
tion and landscaping ac-
cording to the engineer’s 
scope of  work.

The total amount also 
includes a $7,333 alter-
nate bid for implementa-

tion of  Americans with 
Disabilities Act mobility 
design guidelines for the 
visually impaired — spe-
cifically, a band of  tex-
tured, colored concrete 
around the exterior side-
walk border to demar-
cate the clear travel path 
from the curb and other 
obstacles.

“Not only is it a design 

enhancement, but it in-
creases the look of  the 
parking lot,” said Don 
Threewitt, city develop-
ment services director. 
“It’s going to make a 
safer pedestrian travel 
lane.”

The lot will include 
handicapped parking.

Blue Hill’s ‘No. 1 fan’ remembered
Joel Wagoner retired 
to his hometoWn and 

became one of the 
biggest supoorters  

of the bobcats
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Joel Wagoner is shown here putting up Blue Hill 
flags on a past football game day, probably in 
2018. The school’s football stadium was named 
in his honor in 2012. Wagoner died Saturday at 
age 81.

Downtown parking lot to see repairs
textured concrete 
to benefit visually 

impaired pedestrians
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F
or an hour Tuesday 
afternoon, the library 
wasn’t quiet.

Participants in the 
Mega Brain Kidz Club 

at the Hastings Public Library 
were building islands out of  
Legos and creating a cacophony 
of  voices and plastic pieces mov-
ing around.

Each island was unique. Some 
featured mountains while oth-
ers had underground bunkers. 
One student built a “sky island” 
with only a small anchor hold-
ing it to the ground.

But then disaster struck. Each 
student received a card with a dif-
ferent disaster on it. One island 
was invaded by pirates. Another 
island was hit by a hurricane.

The third- through fifth-grad-
ers in the club had to adapt their 
island to the disaster by using 
more Legos.

The library was putting on the 
after-school program as part 
of  its new Mega Brain Kidz 
Club. 

The club is replacing the 
tween STEAM summer group 
as the new school year begins, 
said Taylor Crawford, a librar-
ian helping to lead the club. 
The STEAM group did pro-
grams that added art to tradi-
tional STEM skills.

Tuesday’s program was de-
signed to be simple and open-
ended. The initial prompt, 
“build an island,” let kids 
use their creativity and make 
whatever they wanted.

After about 15 minutes of  
building, the students received 
their disaster. Crawford said 
the disaster component makes 
young people adapt and prac-
tice their problem-solving 
skills while keeping them en-
gaged.

Garrett and Toby Zabel’s is-
land looked like a house with 
windows and doors but did not 
have a roof. 

Library hosts Lego 
disaster island

Kids learn to develop 
problem-solving sKills

AMY ROH/Tribune

Colt Scott looks over a variety of Legos to build an island while 
playing “Lego Disaster Island” during the opening event Tues-
day for Hastings Public Library’s Mega Brain Kidz Club.
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The Associated Press
LINCOLN — Lan-

caster County officials 
and the state of  Ne-
braska are discussing a 
way to provide intensive 
behavioral health ser-
vices to juvenile offend-
ers who need the help, 
the head of  the state 
Health and Human Ser-
vices Department said.

Department CEO Da-
nette Smith made the 
pronouncement at a 
Lincoln news confer-
ence Monday while 
discussing her depart-
ment’s efforts to better 
serve the teenage girls 
sent to the Geneva cen-
ter that she emptied last 
week.

Two dozen female ju-
venile offenders were 
moved to the boys cen-
ter in Kearney after 
department officials 
learned the girls’ build-
ings in Geneva had fire 
hazards, holes in walls 
and mold and water 
damage.

Staffers are discussing 

leasing a 20-bed portion 
at the Lancaster County 
Youth Services Center, 
Smith said. Discussions 
with the county are still 
preliminary, but she 
said the center could 
house the youths there, 
providing education, 
case management, pro-
bation and therapeutic 
recreation and transi-
tion services.

The department is 
talking to various 
groups about address-
ing the needs of  juve-
nile offenders, Smith 
said.

“The department has 
an obligation to the 
youth we serve, and 
we are committed to 
making the necessary 
changes to provide an 
environment that is 
safe, supportive and 
gives youth the oppor-
tunity to thrive as they 
make the transition 
into adulthood,” she 
said.

Regarding the trou-
bled Geneva center, 

Smith said work has be-
gun to fix the LaFlesche 
Cottage, a building 
that has been awaiting 
sewer line repairs since 
spring, and to assess 
what could be done to 
the other three residen-
tial buildings to make 
them usable.

The campus in ru-
ral, central Nebraska 
serves as a rehabili-
tation center for girls 
ages 14-18 who have 
broken the law and 
been rejected by other 
private treatment fa-
cilities. The problems 
came to a head two 
weeks ago, when one 
girl damaged the sprin-
kler system in one of  
the four residential cot-
tages.

The girls moved to the 
boys center in Kearney 
have mental health ser-
vices and case manage-
ment support available 
there, as well as phy-
sicians who can man-
age medications, Smith 
said.

State eyes county facility 
to treat juvenile offenders


