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Planning for a poten-
tial new jail dominated 
discussion at Coffee and 
Conversation with the 
Adams County Board of  
Supervisors.

The event, sponsored 
by the Hastings Area 
Chamber of  Commerce, 

took place Saturday 
morning at Pastime 
Lanes in front of  an au-
dience of  about 15 peo-
ple.

Supervisor Scott 
Thomsen, who chairs 
the county’s building 
and grounds committee, 
introduced on Saturday 
the planning steps for 

a new jail that have oc-
curred.

He assembled a 
15-member citizen com-
mittee that will begin 
meeting next month 
and look at different 
facets of  the project, in-
cluding how it will be 
paid for.

Members of  the Ad-

ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 6-1 
in June to proceed with 
phase 2 of  a formal jail 
study with Prochaska 
Associates architec-
ture firm of  Omaha 
for $15,000. Supervisor 
Chuck Neumann dis-
sented, expressing con-
cern that it hadn’t been 

determined yet how the 
jail would be paid for.

Neumann reiterated 
that concern Saturday.

“How are we going to 
pay for it? That’s prob-
ably the biggest thing,” 
he said. “I look out here. 
There’s not that many 
taxpayers but each one 
it’s pretty important to 

them. How are we going 
to pay for it? I hope it’s 
not with property tax.”

Thomsen on Saturday 
called Neumann the 
smartest member of  the 
county board.

“When he raises con-
cerns you have to listen,” 
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B
efore announcing 
final placing of  the 
nine round robin 
showmanship par-
ticipants, Adams 

County extension educator 
Elizabeth Janning told the 
4-H’ers they should all be 
proud to have even qualified 
for the competition.

“Being able to represent 
means you put a lot of  
time in, you worked hard 
throughout the summer 
and most likely throughout 
the years to be able to get to 
where they are,” she said in 
an interview after the com-
petition Sunday afternoon. 
“So, this is just one day, one 
glimpse of  their work they 
put together for years.”

To qualify for round robin, 
participants need to place as 
grand or reserve champion 
in senior showmanship in 
one of  the livestock catego-
ries during Adams County 
Fairfest earlier in the week.

In each of  the species 
shown during round robin 
— goats, sheep, cattle and 
swine — the nine competi-
tors were divided into two 
heats, one with five compet-
itors and one with four.

The competitors drew 
to see who participated in 
which heat each time. Those 
in the second heat had to 
stay in the livestock office, 
away from the show arena, 
during the first heat.

The competitors also could 
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4-H’ers including (right to left) Alexis Anderson, Mikeayla Samuelson, Claire Binfield 
and Elizabeth Trausch are judged during the meat goat portion of the Round Robin 
Showmanship competition Sunday at the Adams County Fair.

ANDY RAUN/Tribune

Smith County 4-H’ers take a lifeskills judging quiz under the watchful eye of 
Sherrill Sasse of Athol, Kansas, who was running the event, Saturday after-
noon as part of the 2019 Smith County Free Fair in Smith Center, Kansas. 
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SMITH CENTER, 
Kan. — While “4-H 
Throwback” has proven 
to be a popular theme 
at this year’s Smith 
County Free Fair here, 
4-H’ers say that’s not 
because they fear for 
the future of  the pro-
gram in their county.

In fact, the Smith 
County 4-H program is 

on an upswing, said two 
soon-to-be 4-H alumni 
as they were busy filling 
water balloons for an 
all-club water fight on 
the fairgrounds Satur-
day afternoon.

“I feel like there are 
a lot more kids par-
ticipating than usual 
and a lot more kids are 
getting involved,” said 
Adalynne Haresnape 
of  Lebanon, Kansas, 
a member of  the Solo-
mon Valley Beavers 4-H 
Club and president of  
the Jewell County 4-H 
Council.

Kyle Sasse of  Athol, 

Kansas, a member of  
the Heart of  America 
Club who also serves 
on the 4-H Council, said 
after some years when 
participation seemed to 
be ebbing, 4-H in Smith 
County has new blood 
and new life.

“There’s finally more 
younger kids coming 
in,” Sasse said.

Haresnape and Sasse 
both graduated in May 
from Smith Center High 
School and are complet-
ing their final county 
fair as 4-H members 
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GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Organiz-
ers of  a petition drive to 
legalize medical mari-
juana in Nebraska say 
they’re hitting their 
early signature goals 
with help from an 
all-volunteer network, 
but opponents are mo-
bilizing to fight the mea-
sure if  it appears on the 
2020 ballot.

Volunteers have al-
ready gathered more 
than 15,000 signatures 
in their quest to place 
the issue before voters 
in the 2020 general elec-
tion, and campaign or-
ganizers haven’t even 
started using paid sig-
nature collectors, who 
are generally needed to 
ensure a successful pe-
tition drive.

“We keep picking up 
momentum, and we 
feel like we’re hitting 
our goals,” said state 
Sen. Anna Wishart, a 
co-chair of  Nebraskans 
for Sensible Marijuana 
Laws. “Right now, we’ve 
got people volunteering 
in many counties across 
the state. That’s how 
popular this is.”

The ballot measure 
would guarantee a con-
stitutional right to buy, 
use and grow marijuana 

Medical 
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‘Throwback’ fair no sign 
of 4-H weakness in Smith Co.
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