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TODAY Mostly sunny. Winds 
could gust as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Clear. North wind 
around 5 mph becoming south.
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The South Heartland 
Health District has hit 
the red zone for the first 
time on a dial assessing 
risks associated with 
further spread of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19.

In a news release 
Wednesday evening, 

the district health de-
partment announced 
the South Heartland 
risk dial reading has in-
creased to 3.0 from 2.7 a 
week earlier.

A reading of  3.0 is on 
the line dividing the “el-
evated” (orange) and 
“severe” zones on the 
risk dial. Other zones 
on the dial include 
“low” (green) and “mod-
erate” (yellow).

Risk dial readings, 
which are updated 
each Wednesday for the 
South Heartland dis-

trict, range from zero 
to 4.0 and are based on 
various criteria related 
to coronavirus infection 
levels and health care 
system capacity.

In the news release, 
Michele Bever, health 
department executive 
director, said key mea-
sures used to determine 
the level of  risk have 
worsened. These mea-
sures include intensive 
care bed availability in 
the district, ventilator 
availability, number of  
COVID-19 patients re-

quiring hospital care, 
and the average daily 
new cases reported to 
the health department.

In addition, the dis-
trict’s test positivity 
rate is back above 15% 
after one week of  dip-
ping below that mark, 
which indicates wide-
spread community 
transmission of  the 
novel coronavirus.

Infection with the vi-
rus causes the disease 
known as COVID-19, 
which may produce no 
symptoms in some in-

dividuals but severe 
illness and even death 
for others, depending in 
part on factors such as 
old age and underlying 
health problems.

Bever said South 
Heartland’s move from 
the orange zone to the 
red zone on the risk dial 
doesn’t automatically 
result in changes to 
school plans around the 
health district, which 
includes Adams, Web-
ster, Clay and Nuckolls 
counties.

“The school districts 

each have their own 
phased COVID plans,” 
she said. “They use the 
risk dial as one tool in 
making their decisions 
about how best to pro-
vide instruction and ac-
tivities, keeping in mind 
the safety of  students 
and staff. We believe 
that it is best for the 
health of  the students 
and best for the overall 
health of  the commu-
nity to keep students 
in school, and we are 
working closely with 

South Heartland hits red zone on virus risk dial
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S
ervice members of  
all eras were honored 
and remembered for 
sacrificing to protect 
America’s free-

doms during a Veterans Day 
ceremony Wednesday at the 
Hastings City Auditorium.

Hosted by the Adams 
County Veterans Service Of-
fice, the annual event unites 
veterans of  all branches of  

the armed services to recall 
the past and be thanked by a 
grateful community.

Master of  ceremonies 
Duane Norris noted the mo-
tivation and commitment 
shown by veterans as they 
stood in harm’s way and took 
great personal risk in defense 
of  the nation.

“Our veterans didn’t get 
to swear they would protect 
their family and friends from 
harm,” he said. “The oath 
they took was to defend the 
Constitution of  the United 
States of  America, to defend 

the ideas behind it.”
The selfless act of  being 

willing to serve something 
greater than oneself  has 
been crucial to the protec-
tion of  the nation, and Norris 
thanked veterans for being 
willing to do that.

Jeff O’Donnell was the key-
note speaker for the service. 
O’Donnell is a retired Hast-
ings businessman and author 
of  “Starkweather: A Story of  
Mass Murder on the Great 
Plains” and nine other books.

Saluting a selfless act
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Marsha Sukup (left) and Sharon Selley present Milburn Erickson with his Quilt of Valor 
Wednesday during the Veterans Day service at the Hastings City Auditorium.
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HEBRON — Four 
hundred thousand dol-
lars in federal funds are 
being steered toward 
the city of  Hebron to as-
sist with revitalization 
projects in the down-
town area.

In a news release 
Tuesday, the Nebraska 
Department of  Eco-
nomic Development an-
nounced Hebron will be 
one of  five communities 
across the state to share 
in a total of  $2.195 mil-
lion in Community De-
velopment Block Grant 
funding earmarked for 
downtown revitaliza-
tion activities.

The Hebron award in-
cludes $400,000 in proj-
ect funding, plus $35,000 
in general administra-
tion funds and $10,000 in 
construction manage-
ment funds, for a total 
of  $445,000.

The money is to be 
used to address blight 
conditions throughout 
the downtown area, as-
sisting with commercial 
rehabilitation of  pri-
vately owned properties.

Projects could include 
façade improvements, 
repairs needed to cor-
rect code violations, and 
infrastructure improve-
ments needed for com-
pliance with the federal 
Americans With Dis-
abilities Act.

Community Develop-
ment Block Grant dollars 
are released by the U.S. 
Department of  Housing 
and Urban Development 
to the states for economic 
development and com-
munity development ac-
tivities in municipalities 
with populations smaller 
than 50,000 and counties 
with populations of  less 
than 200,000.

Each state then 
awards the block grant 
money to communities 
based on a competitive 
application process. In 
Nebraska, the state De-
partment of  Economic 
Development adminis-
ters the CDBG program.

The city of  Hebron cel-
ebrated the impending 

CDGB announcement 
prospectively on Nov. 6 
with a congratulatory 
post on social media.

“On behalf  of  the City 
and the Downtown Re-
vitalization Committee 
we would like to per-
sonally thank each of  
you that participated in 
the community survey, 
attended the commu-
nity/business meetings 
and provided letters 
of  support,” the post 
reads. “We are also very 
appreciative to all the 
businesses that took the 
time to complete the 
pre-application.

“In a world of  uncer-
tainty, we are certain of  
one thing: Hebron is a 
town that knows how to 
pull together and make 
things happen!”

The Hebron City 
Council designated 
the downtown area as 
blighted and substan-
dard in October 2019. 
The downtown redevel-
opment zone is called 
Redevelopment Area 2.

The CDBG dollars are 
to be matched by con-
tributions of  at least 
$100,000 from local busi-
ness owners, with ad-
ditional support from 
the Hebron Community 
Foundation and/or lo-
cal economic develop-
ment funds as allowed 
under Nebraska law 
with LB840.

Projects that are part 
of  the downtown revital-
ization effort are to re-
sult in no displacements.

Fourteen local res-
idents and business 
owners turned out for 
a public hearing on 
the grant application 
Aug. 27. Questions were 
raised, but no one tes-
tified against the pro-
posed application at 
that hearing.

At that point, 12 letters 
of  support for the pro-
posal had been received 
by the city.

Other cities receiv-
ing funding under this 
round of  CDBG awards 
are Crete ($445,000), 
Plainview ($435,000), 
Ravenna ($435,000) and 
Stanton ($435,000), all 
for downtown revital-
ization. A total of  nine 
communities applied.

Hebron reels in CDBG 
funding for downtown 
revitalization projects
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OKLAHOMA CITY 
— Celebrations mark-
ing Veterans Day gave 
way to somber virtual 
gatherings Wednesday, 

Quiet 
parades, 
somber 
virtual 
events
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A Navy officer joins in a wreath-laying ceremony at the Eternal 
Light Flagstaff in Madison Square Park Wednesday in New York. 
The ceremony preceded a quiet 100-vehicle Veterans Day Pa-
rade, with no spectators, to maintain the 101-year tradition of 
veterans marching on Fifth Avenue.
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