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TODAY A chance of drizzle, 
mainly before 9 a.m. Cloudy.

TONIGHT Patchy fog after 9 p.m. 
Otherwise, mostly cloudy.
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GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Ne-
braska lawmakers 
kicked off a new session 
Wednesday with plans 
to redraw the state’s 
political districts and 
promises to minimize 
the dysfunction that has 
creeped into the Legis-
lature over the last sev-
eral years.

The new session began 

on a cordial note, with 
newly elected Speaker 
of  the Legislature Mike 
Hilgers pledging to treat 
all senators equally and 
ensure full and fair de-
bate on all measures 
that come before them.

“I will do everything I 
possibly can within my 
power to make sure this 
place runs smoothly,” 

Nebraska begins 2021 
session focused on 
districting, prison

JUSTIN WAN/Lincoln Journal Star via AP

Sen. Mike Hilgers speaks before being elected as the speaker of Ne-
braska Legislature during the first day of the 2021 legislative session 
Wednesday at Nebraska State Capitol.
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ATLANTA — Democrats 
won both Georgia Senate seats 
— and with them, the U.S. 
Senate majority — as final 
votes were counted Wednes-
day, serving President Donald 
Trump a stunning defeat in his 
turbulent final days in office 
while dramatically improving 
the fate of  President-elect Joe 
Biden’s progressive agenda.

Jon Ossoff and Raphael War-
nock, Democratic challengers 
who represented the diversity 
of  their party’s evolving coa-
lition, defeated Republicans 
David Perdue and Kelly Loef-
fler two months after Biden 
became the first Democratic 
presidential candidate to 
carry the state since 1992.

Warnock, who served as pas-

tor for the same Atlanta church 
where civil rights leader the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
preached, becomes the first Af-
rican American from Georgia 
elected to the Senate. And Ossoff 
becomes the state’s first Jewish 
senator and, at 33 years old, the 
Senate’s youngest member.

This week’s elections were 
expected to mark the formal 
finale to the tempestuous 2020 
election season, although the 
Democrats’ resounding suc-
cess was overshadowed by 
chaos and violence in Wash-
ington, where angry Trump 
supporters stormed the U.S. 
Capitol to stop Congress from 
certifying Biden’s victory.

Wednesday’s unprecedented 
siege drew fierce criticism 
of  Trump’s leadership from 
within his own party, and com-
bined with the bad day in Geor-

gia, marked one of  the darkest 
days of  his divisive presidency.

Still, the Democrats’ twin vic-
tories in Georgia represented a 
striking shift in the state’s pol-
itics as the swelling number of  
diverse, college-educated voters 
flex their power in the heart 
of  the Deep South. They also 
cemented the transformation 
of  Georgia, once a solidly Re-
publican state, into one of  the 
nation’s premier battlegrounds 
for the foreseeable future.

In an emotional address 
early Wednesday, Warnock 
vowed to work for all Geor-
gians whether they voted for 
him or not, citing his personal 
experience with the American 
dream. His mother, he said, 
used to pick “somebody else’s 
cotton” as a teenager.

“The other day, because this 
is America, the 82-year-old 

hands that used to pick some-
body else’s cotton picked her 
youngest son to be a United 
States senator,” he said. “To-
night, we proved with hope, 
hard work and the people by 
our side, anything is possible.”

Loeffler, who remains a sen-
ator until the results of  Tues-
day’s election are finalized, 
returned to Washington on 
Wednesday morning to join a 
small group of  senators plan-
ning to challenge Congress’ vote 
to certify Biden’s victory. She 
didn’t get a chance to vocalize 
her objection before the violent 
protesters stormed the Capitol.

Georgia’s other runoff elec-
tion pitted Perdue, a 71-year-
old former business executive 
who held his Senate seat un-
til his term expired Sunday, 
against Ossoff, a former con-
gressional aide and journalist.

Warnock, Ossoff win in Georgia, handing Dems Senate control
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The death toll in 
the South Heartland 
Health District related 
to the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
has grown to 49 with 
Wednesday’s announce-
ment that two senior 
citizens in Clay County 
have lost their lives to 
the virus.

In a news release 
Wednesday night, the 
district health depart-
ment reported the 
deaths of  a man in his 
80s and of  a man in his 
70s who was hospital-
ized.

“Our sincere con-
dolences to the fami-
lies and friends who 
lost their loved ones 
to COVID-19,” said Mi-
chele Bever, the health 
department executive 
director.

The laboratory con-
firmation of  both 
men’s positive cases of  
COVID-19 had been re-
ported in district sta-
tistics previously. The 
health department 
doesn’t report deaths 
as being related to the 
virus until the cause 
is confirmed on death 
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WASHINGTON — A vio-
lent mob loyal to President 
Donald Trump stormed the 
U.S. Capitol on Wednesday 
and forced lawmakers into 
hiding, in a stunning attempt 
to overturn America’s presi-
dential election, undercut the 
nation’s democracy and keep 
Democrat Joe Biden from re-
placing Trump in the White 
House.

The nation’s elected rep-
resentatives scrambled to 
crouch under desks and don 
gas marks, while police fu-
tilely tried to barricade the 
building, one of  the most jar-
ring scenes ever to unfold in 
a seat of  American political 
power. A woman was shot 
and killed inside the Capitol, 
and Washington’s mayor in-
stituted an evening curfew in 
an attempt to contain the vi-
olence.

The rioters were egged on 
by Trump, who has spent 
weeks falsely attacking the 
integrity of  the election  and 
had urged his supporters 
to descend on Washington 
to protest Congress’ formal 
approval of  Biden’s victory. 
Some Republican lawmakers 
were in the midst of  raising 
objections to the results on 
his behalf  when the proceed-

ings were abruptly halted by 
the mob.

Together, the protests and 
the GOP election objections 
amounted to an almost un-
thinkable challenge to Amer-
ican democracy and exposed 
the depths of  the divisions 
that have coursed through 

the country during Trump’s 
four years in office. Though 
the efforts to block Biden 
from being sworn in on Jan. 
20 were sure to fail, the sup-
port Trump has received for 
his efforts to overturn the 
election results have badly 
strained the nation’s demo-

cratic guardrails.
Congress reconvened in the 

evening, lawmakers decrying 
the protests that defaced the 
Capitol and vowing to finish 
confirming the Electoral Col-
lege vote for Biden’s election, 
even if  it took all night. 

Vice President Mike Pence, 

reopening the Senate, di-
rectly addressed the demon-
strators: “You did not win.”

Republican Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell said 
the “failed insurrection” un-
derscored lawmakers’ duty to 

Chaos at the Capitol
PRO-TRUMP MOB STORMS 

CONGRESS IN BID  

TO OVERTURN ELECTION

JULIO CORTEZ/AP

Trump supporters try to break through a police barrier Wednesday at the Capitol in Washington. 
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Local death toll 
from COVID-19 
climbs to 49
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