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Chiefs win first Super Bowl in 50 years. - B1

weather
31
18

TODAY A slight chance of snow 
and freezing drizzle before 2 p.m.

TONIGHT A 50% chance of snow 
after midnight. Blustery.

Details, page A3 Art by Cord Miller
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Associated Press
PUNXSUTAWNEY, Pa. — Penn-

sylvania’s most famous groundhog 
on Sunday declared: “Spring will be 
early, it’s a certainty.”

At sunrise on Groundhog Day, 
members of  Punxsutawney Phil’s 
top hat-wearing inner circle revealed 
the cuddly oracle’s prediction — his 
134th, according to the Pennsylvania 
Tourism Office.

Awoken by the crowd’s chants of  
“Phil!” the groundhog was hoisted in 
the air for the assembly to hail before 
making his decision. He then grasped 
the glove of  a handler as a member of  
his inner circle announced that spring 
would come early this year.

The annual event has its origin in a 
German legend that says if  a furry ro-
dent casts a shadow on Feb. 2, winter 
continues. If  not, spring comes early.

In reality, Phil’s prediction is de-
cided ahead of  time by the group on 
Gobbler’s Knob, a tiny hill just out-
side Punxsutawney. That’s about 65 
miles northeast of  Pittsburgh.

Over the past five years — from 2015 
through 2019 — Phil has predicted six 
more weeks of  winter thrice and an 
early spring twice. According to records 
dating back to 1887, the Pennsylvanian 
prognosticator has predicted more win-
ter more than 100 times, making this 
year’s forecast a rare one overall.

Phil’s prediction was mirrored by 
one of  his fellow groundhogs in New 
York.

At the Staten Island Zoo, school-
children and elected officials cheered 
Sunday morning as a curtain was 
pulled back at a glass enclosure con-
taining Staten Island Chuck. He also 
didn’t see his shadow.

Punxsutawney Phil declares 
early spring ‘a certainty’ 
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Groundhog Club co-handler John Griffiths holds Punxsutawney Phil 
during the 134th celebration of Groundhog Day on Gobbler’s Knob in 
Punxsutawney, Pa. Sunday. Phil’s handlers said that the groundhog has 
forecast an early spring.
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F
or Karen Grothen-
Neff of  Lincoln, the 
Teen Reach Souper 
Bowl Masterpieces 
competition on 

Sunday provided a chance 
for redemption.

Her cheesy ham and po-
tato soup was selected by 
voters to be the best soup 
in contention. The soup 
recipe came from the Hal-
lam Steakhouse, which she 
owns.

“It was kind of  exciting be-
cause I won by one vote and 

last year I lost by one,” she 
said. “So I redeemed myself  
a little bit.”

The annual event is a fund-
raiser for the Teen Reach 
Adventure Camp that serves 
youth in Hastings, Grand Is-
land and surrounding areas.

Teen Reach camps, which 
are operated by donations 
and volunteer contributions, 
have the mission to “provide 
hope for the future” to youth 
who have been abused, 
abandoned and neglected.

There are Teen Reach 
camps in Hastings, Kearney, 
Lincoln and two in Omaha, 
as well as several dozen oth-
ers throughout the country.

Teen Reach Adventure 

Dishing up hope
Cook-off raises funds  

to send troubled youths 
to teen reaCh Camps

AMY ROH/Tribune

Chili is served during a chili 
and soup cook-off Sunday 
at the Adams County Fair-
grounds.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Joel Zach and his daughter Cassia, 2, enjoy some chili during a chili and soup cook-off 
Sunday at the Adams County Fairgrounds. The event was a fundraiser for the Teen Reach 
Adventure Camps.
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Property tax reform 

has been a main discus-
sion point during state 
Sen. Steve Halloran’s 
Saturday morning town 
hall events for all of  his 
three years in office so 
far and the latest gath-
ering was no different.

What was different 
Saturday was that Hal-
loran was joined at the 
Eagles Club by Bruce 
Rieker, vice president 
of  government relations 
for the Nebraska Farm 
Bureau Federation, to 

discuss the latest at-
tempt at property tax 
reform: LB974, which 
was introduced Jan. 13.

Rieker and other farm 
groups worked with the 
Nebraska Legislature’s 
revenue committee to 
help formulate the bill.

The goal of  LB974 is to 
reduce the state’s reli-
ance on property taxes 
to fund public K-12 ed-
ucation by providing a 
dollar-for-dollar reduc-
tion in K-12 property 
tax funding. State aid 
would be increased to 
reduce the reliance on 
local property taxes for 
funding K-12 education.

LB974 doesn’t raise 

GRANT SCHULTE
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LINCOLN — Roughly 
one month after the 
federal government an-
nounced a new crack-
down to keep e-cig-
arettes away from 
children, state law-
makers in Iowa and 
Nebraska are forging 
ahead with similar pro-
posals of  their own.

Both states are consid-
ering new laws to raise 
the minimum age for 
vaping to 21 years old in 

addition to other mea-
sures to try to restrict 
the product, such as a 
ban on flavored vaping 
liquids and a proposal 
to bar minors from even 
possessing vape devices.

States across the na-
tion are pitching their 
own regulations after 
the FDA announced 
Dec. 20 that it was rais-
ing the minimum age 
to 21 to buy products 
with nicotine to comply 

Tax bill ‘major 
change’ in
school funding

halloran, guest 
disCuss property  

tax reform

Nebraska, Iowa target vaping 
after new federal restrictions
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