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Though deaf  from 
childhood, Ronald 
“Ron” Sealey had little 
trouble communicating 
with others.

Using an infectious 
smile, slaps on the back, 
hastily written notes, 
sign language, and sig-
nature “thumbs up” 
gestures, the founder 
of  Sealey’s Body Shop 

was remembered for his 
good nature and atten-
tion to detail this week 
by family and friends. 

The husband of  Emma 
“Virginia” Sealey and 
father of  four with 13 
grandchildren and 
seven great-grandchil-
dren succumbed to can-
cer on July 19 at age 76.

“There just aren’t very 
many people in town 
who don’t know who 
he is,” eldest son Nick 
Sealey of  Hastings said. 
“I can’t say everybody 
liked him, but if  you 
liked him, you loved 

him. He was one of  
those guys that always 
had a smile on his face 
and talked to everyone.”

Services for Sealey 
are at 10 a.m. Friday at 
Butler Volland Chapel 
in Hastings, with vis-
itation from 4-8 p.m. 
Thursday, with family 
present from 6-8 p.m. 
at the funeral home. 
Burial is at Parkview 
Cemetery in Hastings.

A mostly self-taught 
auto body repairman, 
Sealey worked for Great 
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TODAY Partly sunny. South wind 
10-15, with gusts up to 20 mph.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. South 
wind 10-15, with gusts up to 20.
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R
URAL GLENVIL 
— The Adams 
County Fairfest 
horse show on 
Saturday came at 

the end of  a long week for 
17-year-old Ashlyn Moh-
ling.

Before earning six grand 
champion and two reserve 
champion ribbons at the 
fair, she’d competed in the 
2019 State 4-H horse expo-
sition at Fonner Park in 
Grand Island.

Among the events she 
competed in in Grand Island 
were hunter hack, a type 
of  English pleasure class 
where exhibitors in hunt 
seat tack and attire per-
form on the flat at a walk, 
trot, canter and hand gal-
lop, and then jump two low 
fences; and dressage, which 
involves precise movements 
for the horse.

Both classes are somewhat 
uncommon in south central 
Nebraska.

This was her second year 
competing in hunter hack 
and she finished seventh. 
This was her first year com-
peting in dressage, where 
she finished ninth.

“Learning a week before 
state how to do dressage, 
going and getting ninth — I 
take that as a huge win for 
me because I had no clue 
what I was doing,” Ashlyn 
said with a laugh.

Working with horses and 
learning about the animals, 

has been a lifelong hobby 
for Ashlyn.

“She’s done very well,” her 
mother, Heather Mohling, 
said. “She puts in a lot of  
time. It’s not just something 

you can decide you’re going 
to do and do the next day. 
She’s been at it for a lot of  
years. She’s had two older 
sisters to help her along the 
way.”

“Boss me along the way,” 
Ashlyn added.

“She’s come a long way,” 
Heather said. “She’s 

‘IT’S NOT THAT EASY’  

TO GET RURAL GLENVIL 

4-H’ER OFF A HORSE 
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Ashlyn Mohling is pictured with her horse, Cody, Tuesday at her family’s property near 
Glenvil.
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BODY SHOP OWNER  

DIES AT 76
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Ron Sealey is shown in a March 4, 2009, file photo at Sealey’s Body Shop.

‘He was just the best’
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DESHLER — A crop 
duster crashed into a 
field outside of  Desh-
ler at about 1:45 p.m. 
Wednesday.

Other media outlets 
reported that David Lee, 
Thayer County sheriff, 
said the pilot was Nick 
Bagley with CMK Ae-
rial in Sutton. The pilot 
refused medical treat-
ment.

Colt Farringer, Thayer 
County emergency 
manager, has recom-
mended individuals stay 
out of  the area east of  
Highway 5 and Road M 
for 24-48 hours, due to 
a combination of  pes-
ticide, fungicide and 
herbicide that has es-
caped the plane. Farrin-
ger said concentrations 
aren’t high enough to 
evacuate the area or 
pose immediate danger.

A power line got tan-
gled in the rear rotor of  
the plane, according to 
Farringer. This led to a 
power outage in Desh-
ler for about 2 1/2 to 3 
hours. Power has since 
been restored.

The FAA has been no-
tified of  the crash and is 
scheduling an investiga-
tion after the chemicals 
have dispersed.

Farringer said the 
plane briefly caught on 
fire after the crash. A 
firefighter in the area 
reported the plane land-
ing to Farringer.

Crop duster 
crashes near 
Deshler; pilot 
survives
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WASHINGTON  — 
Robert Mueller, the 
taciturn lawman at 
the center of  a polariz-
ing American drama, 
bluntly dismissed Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
claims of  “total exoner-
ation” Wednesday in the 
federal probe of  Rus-
sia’s 2016 election inter-
ference. In a long day 
of  congressional testi-

mony, Mueller warned 
that Moscow’s actions 
represented — and still 
represent — a great 
threat to American de-
mocracy.

Mueller’s back-to-back 
Capitol Hill appear-
ances, his first since 
wrapping his two-year 
Russia probe, carried 
the prospect of  a his-
toric climax to a rare 
criminal investigation 
into a sitting American 
president. But his testi-
mony was more likely 

to reinforce rather than 
reshape hardened pub-
lic opinions on impeach-
ment and the future of  
Trump’s presidency.

With his terse, one-
word answers, and a 
sometimes stilted and 
halting manner, Muel-
ler made clear his de-
sire to avoid the parti-
san fray and the deep 
political divisions roil-
ing Congress and the 
country.

He delivered neither 
crisp TV sound bites to 

fuel a Democratic im-
peachment push nor 
comfort to Republicans 
striving to undermine 
his investigation’s credi-
bility. But his comments 
grew more animated by 
the afternoon, when he 
sounded the alarm on 
future Russian election 
interference. He said he 
feared a new normal of  
American campaigns 
accepting foreign help.

He condemned Trump’s 
praise of  WikiLeaks, 
which released Demo-

cratic emails stolen by 
Russia. And he said of  
the interference by Rus-
sians and others: “They 
are doing it as we sit 
here. And they expect 
to do it during the next 
campaign.”

His report, he said, 
should live on after him 
and his team.

“We spent substan-
tial time assuring the 
integrity of  the report, 
understanding that 
it would be our living 
message to those who 

come after us,” Muel-
ler said. “But it also is 
a signal, a flag to those 
of  us who have some 
responsibility in this 
area to exercise those 
responsibilities swiftly 
and don’t let this prob-
lem continue to linger 
as it has over so many 
years.”

Trump, claiming vin-
dication despite the re-
newal of  serious alle-
gations, focused on his 

Mueller: No Russia exoneration for Trump
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