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Hastings sweeps Lexington in subdistrict final. - B1
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TODAY Mostly cloudy, then grad-
ually becoming sunny.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
South-southwest wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Faith Ochsner
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Former Bernardo’s could become gambling center

WILL VRASPIR

wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

Casino gaming would 
come to Hastings if  Ne-
braska voters approve 
ballot initiative mea-
sures to allow gambling 
at racetracks across the 
state in Tuesday’s gen-
eral election.

Renovations have 
started inside the for-
mer Bernardo’s Steak 

House building at 1109 
S. Baltimore Ave., 
which is owned by the 
Adams County Agricul-
tural Society and is be-
ing leased to Hastings 
Exposition and Racing 
Inc.

Brian Becker, founder 
of  Hastings Exposition 
and Racing Inc., said 
the renovations were 
halted when efforts be-
gan to collect signatures 
to put casinos on the 
ballot. He said plans are 
to transform the build-
ing into either a sports 
bar or casino, depend-
ing on the outcome of  
the election.

Proposed Measures 
No. 429, 430 and 431, if  

approved, would amend 
the state constitution 
to legalize casino gam-
bling at licensed horse 
racing track enclosures, 
set up laws to regulate 
and tax the industry, 
and steer some of  the 
revenue toward off-
setting local property 
taxes.

“Hastings should re-
ally be behind this,” 
Becker said. “The city 
and the county split the 
tax money. That’s a big 
shot in the arm for us.”

Nebraska currently 
has six licensed horse 
racetracks, including 
Fairplay Park at Hast-
ings, which is operated 

IF STATE’S VOTERS 
APPROVE BALLOT 

MEASURES, CASINO 
GAMING COULD ALLOW 
FOR MORE LIVE RACING 

IN HASTINGS NEXT 
SUMMER, BECKERS SAY

ANDY RAUN/Tribune

A political sign supporting Measures No. 429, 430 and 431 on the general 
election ballot stands along South Baltimore Avenue with the former Ber-
nardo’s Steakhouse building in the background Wednesday.
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S
UPERIOR — Like 
towns across rural 
America, Superior is 
dotted with landmarks 
that local and area 

residents associate with certain 
families and their role in the 
community across generations.

One such landmark in Superi-
or’s business district is the build-
ing at 160 W. Third St., which 
was owned for many years by 
John Price Sr., and was used for 
memorial monument sales by 
Megrue-Price Funeral Home.

While there hadn’t been much 
activity around the building 
in some time, a new occupant 
now has revived it as a place for 
commercial activity — and he’s 
none other than a Price family 
member, who has repurposed 
the location for a brand-new 
venture.

Ben Price, a 2018 Superior 
High School graduate, returned 
to town in January after at-
tending Southeast Community 
College in Lincoln, where he 
completed an 18-month welding 
program.

Ben has established his own 
new business, Lost Creek Weld-
ing, out of  the former monu-
ment location.

Price is the son of  John Jr. and 
Clara Price. His father is the fu-
neral director at Megrue-Price 
Funeral Home and at Klawit-
ter-Price Funeral Home in Nel-
son, with monument sales con-
tinuing to be part of  the family 
business.

His mother is manager of  
Main Street Floral in Superior.

Ben said he is happy to have 
identified a business opportu-
nity for himself  in Superior 
even though he hasn’t followed 
his father and his grandfather 
into the mortuary profession.

“I have thought about this oc-
cupation all my life,” Ben said. 
“Now, I have the opportunity to 
establish my own business in 
an empty building with which 

Small-town revival
BACK HOME WITH NEW 

BUSINESS, SUPERIOR MAN 
REPLACES COLD GRANITE WITH 

RED-HOT METAL IN FAMILIAR 
SURROUNDINGS

DONNA CHRISTENSEN/Tribune

Ben Price, a 2018 Superior High School graduate, has returned 
to his hometown to establish a new business, Lost Creek Weld-
ing, in a downtown building used previously by his family for 
memorial monument sales.

MARGERY A. BECK

Associated Press

OMAHA — At least 
seven people were taken 
to hospitals after an 
Omaha airport rally 
for President Donald 
Trump that drew thou-
sands, many of  whom 
were left stranded miles 
from their parked cars 
in freezing weather.

Omaha police said in a 
written statement that 
first responders dealt 
with 30 people for med-
ical reasons through-
out the day, and seven 
were taken to hospi-
tals. Police-monitoring 
sites on social media 
reported that some peo-
ple suffered adverse ef-
fects from temperatures 

hovering around 30 de-
grees as they waited for 
shuttle buses or tried to 
walk to their cars more 
than two miles away fol-
lowing the rally.

“Many people under-
estimated the distance 
from the event back to 
the parking lot on foot,” 
Officer Michael Pecha, 
spokesman for Omaha 
police, said in the state-
ment.

Most of  the thousands 
who attended the Tues-
day night rally at Oma-
ha’s Eppley Airfield 
parked in remote lots 
and were shuttled to the 
event in buses. Police 
said 40 buses were used 
to shuttle 25,000 people 
over a 10-hour period, 

starting at 10 a.m., to 
the event site, although 
an undisclosed num-
ber left before the rally 
ended, police said.

Traffic became 
snarled, and awaiting 
buses — which can hold 
about 50 riders each 
— were overwhelmed 
when crowds left the 
event around 9 p.m., 
police said. Additional 
buses were called in to 
try to get people to their 
cars.

Police said the last 
of  the rally goers were 
able to leave around 
midnight.

Trump deputy na-
tional press secretary 

Police: 7 taken to hospitals 
after Trump Omaha airport rally

ANDY RAUN
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Continuing high test 
positivity rates for in-
fection with the novel 
coronavirus and an in-
creased number of  re-
lated hospitalizations 
helped push the needle 
farther into the “ele-
vated” zone this week 
on a dial assessing the 
risks of  additional vi-
rus spread in the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict.

In a news release 
Wednesday evening, 
the district health de-
partment announced 
the risk dial reading in-
creased from 2.6 to 2.7 
from last week to this 
week.

A reading of  2.7 is ap-
proaching the high end 
of  the “elevated” zone 
— color-coded orange — 
on the risk dial posted 
to the health depart-
ment’s website, www.
southheartlandhealth.
org.

The dial, which is up-
dated weekly, has four 
zones: green for low 
risk, yellow for moder-
ate risk, orange for el-
evated risk and red for 
severe risk. The weekly 

reading is based on sev-
eral factors and has 
been ticking up slightly 
each week for several 
consecutive weeks.

The districtwide test 
positivity rate for Oct. 
18-24 was 16.3%, down 
from 17.1% for Oct. 17-
23. The rate is the per-
centage of  the number 
of  tests administered in 
a given week that come 
back with a positive re-
sult.

Test positivity rates of  
15% of  higher indicate 
widespread community 
transmission of  the vi-
rus, whereas rates be-
low 5% are associated 
with low spread. The 
health department’s 
goal is to push the dis-
trict’s positivity rate 
into the low range.

The number of  new 
cases being confirmed 
daily in the district con-
tinues to run high, as 
well. South Heartland’s 
14-day average num-
ber of  new daily cases 
for the period ending 
Oct. 24 equaled 66.5 per 
100,000 population.

“If  we had low com-
munity spread, we 
would expect an aver-
age of  eight or fewer 
new cases per day per 
100,000,” said Michele 
Bever, health depart-
ment executive director, 
in Wednesday’s news 

release.
The South Heartland 

district encompasses 
Adams, Webster, Clay 
and Nuckolls counties. 
The health department 
has headquarters in 
Hastings.

As of  Wednesday, 14 
school systems serv-
ing pre-kindergarten 
through 12th-grade stu-
dents in the health dis-
trict had student and/or 
staff absences related to 
the virus, infection with 
which causes the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

Altogether, more than 
230 students and staff 
were absent for reasons 
related to the virus on 
Wednesday — down 
from more than 250 a 
week earlier on Oct. 21. 
Those missing included 
31 students and 26 staff 
members in isolation 
after testing positive for 
the presence of  the vi-
rus in their bodies, plus 
more than 170 students 
and staff in quarantine 
due to exposure.

Meanwhile, six long-
term care facilities in 
the district have staff 
and/or residents who 
have tested positive for 
the virus in the last two 
weeks.

Hospitalization 

Health district’s COVID-19 risk 
reading keeps pushing upward

HOSPITALIZATION 
NUMBERS INCREASE 

FROM LAST WEEK
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