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TODAY A 40% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly cloudy.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

OMAHA — Nebraska 
lawmakers will return 
to their legislative ses-
sion Monday for the 
first time in almost four 
months with most of  the 
same challenges they 
faced back in March, 
plus new questions 
about how the corona-
virus will squeeze the 
state budget.

Most lawmakers still 
want to lower property 
taxes and pass a new 
tax incentive program 
for businesses, although 
they acknowledge that 
one won’t pass with-
out the other because 
neither measure has 
enough backing to ad-
vance by itself. Rural 
lawmakers are push-
ing for the property 
tax measure to ease 
pressure on farmers 
and ranchers, while 
the business incentives 
are mostly of  interest 
to Omaha and Lincoln 
senators.

“If  we can get enough 
people to coalesce 
around a specific pro-
posal, we’ll be fortu-
nate,” said Speaker 
of  the Legislature 
Jim Scheer. “If  not, 

we’ll walk away emp-
ty-handed.”

Property taxes and the 
incentives bill are argu-
ably the most high-pro-
file issues senators will 
confront, along with 
the potential impact of  
the coronavirus on the 
state. Lawmakers are 
also expected to con-
sider legislation to fur-
ther clamp down on 
abortion rights and im-
pose anti-bias training 
requirements for police. 
The training bill was on 
their radar before sev-
eral high-profile police 
killings of  Black citi-
zens, but it’s likely to 
gain new significance in 
the wake of  Black Lives 
Matter protests.

Lawmakers were 

Taxes still top focus as Nebraska lawmakers resume session
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The Norris Legislative Chamber at the State Capitol in Lincoln is seen 
July 2 after transparent dividers were installed to protect lawmakers from 
spreading or contracting the COVID-19 coronavirus.
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A
fter what has, 
in some cases, 
been months of  
training it was 
nice to get out 

and compete.
For many of  the 24 partici-

pants in the Hastings Family 
YMCA’s sprint triathlon on 
Saturday morning, it was one 
of  the first athletic competi-
tions in quite some time. The 
event was postponed from 
May.

“It was awesome,” said Tim 
Lavington of  Greenwood. 
“Honestly it was the best 
thing, to get out and do a tri-
athlon, because all year ev-
erything’s been canceled.”

Lavington, 42, won Satur-
day’s triathlon, completing 
the 400-yard swim, 12.2-mile 
bicycle ride and 3.1-mile run 
in 1:00:20.

The triathlon was just his 
third event this year, since 
regulations began to ease.

“This one was supposed 
to be in May and I do it ev-
ery year,” he said. “Luck-

ily they were able to have it. 
It means everything when 
you’re training and you don’t 
have any races, so you’ve got 
to look forward to things like 
this. So I’m really thankful 
they were able to have it.”

Lavington caught sec-
ond-place finisher Scott 
Croner during the bike ride, 
after Croner had the individ-
ual lead through the swim. 
Croner finished in 1:03:23.

For Croner, who lives in 
Mound City, Missouri, but 
grew up in Hastings, Satur-

day’s triathlon was his first 
time competing in the event 
since 1991.

This is the 40th year of  com-
peting in triathlons for the 
55-year-old Croner.

His first triathlon took place 
at Libs Park when he was still 
a student at Hastings High 
School.

“I ran, I thought I could 
kind of  swim and I had a 
Schwinn varsity bike,” he 
said.

The need for speed
YMCA TRIATHLON 

PARTICIPANTS HAPPY TO GET 
OUT AND COMPETE
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Tim Lavington of Greenwood competes in the biking portion of the Hastings Sprint Triath-
lon Saturday. Lavington won the event in a time of 1:00:20.
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Scott Croner competes in the swimming portion of the 
Hastings Sprint Triathlon Saturday.
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MANCHESTER, Mo. 
— Administrators in 
the Parkway school dis-
trict in suburban St. 
Louis spent the summer 
break crafting a flexible 
reopening plan, with 
options that include 
full-time classroom 
learning, full-time on-
line instruction and a 
hybrid system.

It’s a good thing be-
cause the dangers of  
the coronavirus are so 
uncertain that district 
officials are reluctant to 
make predictions about 
the fall semester, which 
begins in only five 
weeks. Confirmed coro-
navirus infections in 
Missouri’s hardest-hit 

city waned in June, but 
they are now spiking, 
along with hospitaliza-
tions. Schools plan to 
resume classes Aug. 24.

“If  you had asked me 
even two weeks ago, ‘Do 
you think we would be 
able to come back?’ I 
would have said, ‘Yeah,’ ” 
Assistant Superintendent 
Kevin Beckner said. “To-
day my answer is ‘I’m not 
sure,’ just because of  how 
the situation has changed 
so quickly.”

Schools around the 
U.S. face the same 
dilemma. With the 
number of  reported 
COVID-19 cases and 
deaths still rising, dis-
tricts must grapple 
with whether to bring 

Facing uncertain fall, schools 
make flexible reopening plans

JEFF BAHR

The Grand Island Independent

GRAND ISLAND — 
The condition of  the 
headstones and grave 
markers at the Ne-
braska Veterans Memo-
rial Cemetery is not a 
new issue.

Some Grand Island 
residents aren’t happy 
about the way a few of  
the headstones lean at 
the cemetery. Some of  
the markers also need 
work.

“We’ve known that for 
30 years,” Hall County 
Veterans Service Officer 
Don Shuda told The 

Grand Island Indepen-
dent.

Since early this year, 
the city of  Grand Island 
has held the title to the 
cemetery, 2300 W. Capi-
tal Ave.

If  state Sen. Dan Quick 
and local veterans sup-
porters have their way, 
the land will become a 
state cemetery.

The process may take 
five or six years. But if  it 
happens, Quick feels that 
leaning headstones will 
be a thing of  the past.

Quick carried the 
bill, LB911, which is 
co-sponsored by Sen. 
Tom Brewer, chair of  
the Government, Mil-
itary and Veterans Af-
fairs Committee. Sev-
eral other senators have 
signed on.

If  passed, LB911 will 
start the process of  
turning the Veterans 
Cemetery and adjacent 
land into a state ceme-
tery.

The bill would begin 
the process of  finding 
out the cost of  the con-
version. Once that in-
formation is obtained, 
the state then could ap-
ply for federal money.

Making the land a 
state cemetery is “just a 
great way to honor our 
veterans,” Quick said.

Shuda and other vet-
erans have been work-
ing hard with Quick 
to make the transition 
happen.

“It’s been a successful 
venture so far,” Shuda 
said.

Gov. Pete Ricketts sup-

Grand Island considers 
state ownership 
of veterans cemetery
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