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TODAY Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly after 1 p.m.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nebras-
ka’s meatpacking plants 
won’t have to worry 
about any new safety 
restrictions this year, 
despite outbreaks of  
the coronavirus among 
their workers, after 
a state lawmaker on 
Wednesday failed to se-
cure enough support for 
the idea.

Sen. Tony Vargas, 
of  Omaha, fell two 
votes short of  the 30 he 
needed to introduce a 
bill in the waning days 
of  the 2020 session. The 

Legislature’s rules only 
allow new bills to be 
introduced during the 
first 10 days of  each ses-
sion, unless a super-ma-
jority of  lawmakers 
agrees to suspend the 
rule. Wednesday was 
the 51st day of  this 
year’s 60-day session.

Lawmakers voted 28-
10 to allow the new pro-
posal.

Many of  Nebraska’s 
meatpacking plants 
were forced to tempo-
rarily shutter their op-
erations earlier this 
year after they became 
among the nation’s big-

gest coronavirus hot 
spots. In May, state offi-
cials acknowledged that 
nearly one in six coro-
navirus cases in Ne-
braska had been linked 
to a meatpacking plant.

Conservative lawmak-
ers argued that a new 
bill wasn’t necessary be-
cause Nebraska’s plants 
have since taken steps 
to protect their workers, 
seeking guidance from 
infectious disease ex-
perts at the University of  
Nebraska Medical Center 
on how to safely operate.

State lawmakers reject push 
for meatpacking restrictions

NATI HARNIK/AP

State Sen. Tony Vargas of Omaha speaks during debate in Lincoln 
Wednesday. Vargas fell two votes short of the 30 he needed to introduce a 
meatpacking safety bill in the waning days of the 2020 session.
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A
s the Hastings 
Parks and 
Recreation 
Department 
gears up for its 

third annual Community 
Olympics in mid-August, it 
will be with an emphasis on 
safety.

“As far as our events go, 
we’ll probably have to mod-
ify some of  our stuff as far 
as keeping people socially 
distanced; and if  there is 
any hands-on stuff we’re 
probably going to have par-
ticipants wear vinyl gloves,” 
recreation superintendent 
Ryan Martin said.

He listed the capture the 
ducks game as a game that 
requires a lot of  tactile in-
teraction where special 
safety precautions will need 
to take place.

“There’s going to be a lot 
of  sanitization involved, as 
well,” he said.

Hastings Community 
Olympics will be Aug. 14 
and Aug. 15. Teams must 
register by Aug. 5.

Teams can register at the 
Hastings Parks and Recre-
ation Department located at 
2015 W. 3rd St.

The Parks and Rec depart-
ment is partnering with the 
Hastings Family YMCA, 
Pastime Lanes and Hastings 
Equity Manufacturing for 
the Hastings Community 
Olympics.

Game

on
SAFETY, SANITIZATION  

TO BE PRIORITIES AT 
COMMUNITY OLYMPICS; 

DEADLINE TO REGISTER  
IS WEDNESDAY 

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings Regional Center team members including James Schulte and Kelsey Alcorn 
compete in tug-of-war during the Hastings Community Olympics Aug. 24, 2019.

CHRISTOPHER RUGABER

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — 
Federal Reserve Chair 
Jerome Powell warned 
Wednesday that the vi-
ral epidemic is endan-
gering the modest eco-
nomic recovery that 
followed a collapse in 
hiring and spending 
this spring. As a result, 
he said, the Fed plans 
to keep interest rates 
pinned near zero well 
into the future.

That faltering econ-
omy, pressured by a 
resurgence of  the vi-
rus, has heightened the 
need for Congress to 
continue providing sig-
nificant financial aid, 
Powell said. Members 
of  the House and Sen-
ate are negotiating a 
new package but are no-
where near agreement. 
Senate Republicans and 
the White House are 
proposing a plan that 
would provide less help 
for unemployed Ameri-
cans than they are now 
receiving.

Speaking at a virtual 
news conference after 
a two-day Fed meet-
ing ended, Powell said 
the economy had re-
bounded after nearly all 
states lifted their broad 
business shutdown 
measures in May. But 
since then, he noted, as 
new confirmed cases 
have soared, measures 
of  spending and hir-
ing have slipped or pla-
teaued at low levels.
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A patient recently hos-
pitalized at Mary Lan-

ning Healthcare with 
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, be-
came the first person 
with the viral infection 
to be treated with rem-
desivir at Mary Lanning 
— and with a positive 
outcome.

The 47-year-old pa-

tient, who had been 
critically ill, was dis-
charged from the hos-
pital five days after re-
ceiving the drug, Mary 
Lanning said in a news 
release Wednesday.

Dr. Scott Gordon, a 
hospitalist at Mary Lan-
ning, worked with a 

team including Dr. Abel 
Luksan, MLH chief  
medical officer, and Dr. 
Daniel Brailita, an in-
fectious disease special-
ist, to care for the pa-
tient.

Gordon said the pa-
tient was similar to 
other who have been 

treated at the hospital 
for COVID-19, but that 
this was the first time 
remdesivir was avail-
able for use.

According to Brail-
ita, remdesivir is a 
broad-spectrum, anti-
viral drug originally 
developed for ebola pa-

tients. The U.S. Food 
and Drug Administra-
tion reviewed the drug 
in May and approved 
it for emergency use in 
COVID-19 patients.

After the approval was 
granted, the federal 

Fed sees dim 
economic 
outlook as 
virus squeezes 
economy

Mary Lanning uses remdesivir for first time, with success
PATIENT, WHO HAD 
BEEN CRITICAL, LEFT 

HOSPITAL 5 DAYS 
AFTER RECEIVING DRUG
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