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Regional baseball tourney straight ahead. - C1

JARAD JOHNSON 

jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

Hastings will see a 
gush of  additional ve-
hicle and human traf-
fic this week as two 
large events — Kool-Aid 
Days and the American 
Legion Baseball Mid-
South Regional Tour-
nament — are sure to 
bring crowds of  extra 
folks to town.

Hundreds of  people 
are expected to come — 

and stay — in Hastings, 
including many who 
have not been here be-
fore.

The baseball tour-
nament alone, which 
runs from Wednesday 
through Sunday, in-
volves eight baseball 
teams and at least 160 
players and coaches. 
Two of  the teams are 
from Nebraska — Fre-
mont and Hastings Five 
Points Bank. The other 
teams are from Okla-
homa, Texas, Missouri, 
Arkansas and Kansas.

Kool-Aid Days runs 
from Friday through 
Sunday.

Local officials have 
been working to pre-
pare for the influx of  

visitors.
“The local shops and 

restaurants and every-
body here in town know 
that it’s happening, and 
so they are preparing 
for the hundreds of  ex-
tra people who will be 
here,” said Anjanette 
Bonham, executive di-
rector of  the Adams 
County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau.

The two events are a 
chance for Hastings to 
showcase its local at-
tractions and unique of-
ferings, as well as share 
its part in the history 
of  a world-famous soft 
drink and showcase 
historic Duncan Field 
— where a young Yogi 
Berra once played — to 

a whole new set of  base-
ball fans.

While Kool-Aid days 
is about celebrating the 
history of  the soft drink 
and the baseball tour-
nament is about com-
petition and enjoying 
America’s favorite pas-
time, Bonham said the 
city is ready to capital-
ize on all the increased 
exposure.

She said hosting so 
many new visitors helps 
spread the word about 
Hastings to other com-
munities and neighbor-
hoods, potentially lead-
ing to return visits or 
additional new visitors 
in the future.

In addition, local busi-
nesses should benefit 

from this boost in traffic 
in Hastings.

Bonham said commu-
nity leaders are work-
ing together to make 
sure the events run 
smoothly. She said the 
Convention and Visi-
tors Bureau has helped 
to find lodging, restau-
rants and other enter-
tainment options for 
visitors.

The city of  Hastings’ 
Parks and Recreation 
Department has been 
working to make sure 
Duncan Field is ready, 
and the street depart-
ment is preparing to 
close streets downtown 
for the parade Saturday 
and the opening of  the 
World’s Largest Kool-

Aid Stand afterward.
“There’s just a 

uniquely American 
thing where you can 
have a parade that cel-
ebrates something that 
was invented in your 
hometown,” said Mayor 
Corey Stutte.

Stutte said the city 
knew about the simul-
taneous events well in 
advance, and he is confi-
dent the city will be able 
to accommodate every-
one.

“We’re lucky to have 
such great city staff 
who are willing to step 
up and get those sort of  
things done,” he said.

Bonham said she is 
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Hastings Midget Foot-
ball needs more play-
ers before they can 
even snap the ball this 
season.

Rick Rader, a Hastings 
Midget Football board 
member, said only 85-
90 players have signed 
up so far through three 
registration dates. He 
said at least 130-135 
players are needed to 
field the four teams.

“We’re kind of  hurt-
ing,” he said during 
an interview Monday 
morning.

The program dropped 
last year from six to 
four teams because 
nearby communi-
ties and schools have 
started their own 
midget football pro-
grams, which drew 
players away from the 
Hastings program, 
which celebrated its 
50th year in 2016.

Rader said Hastings 
Midget Football also 
is competing for youth 
participants against 
other programs, such as 
flag football.

“We’re getting pres-
sure from each direction 
on everything,” he said. 
“We don’t know what 
the deal is. If  we knew, 
we’d have an answer.”

The program is open 
to players in fourth 
through sixth grades.

There are two more 
registration dates.

The next registra-
tion will be 6:30-8 p.m. 
Thursday at Hastings 
High School where the 

Hastings High football 
coaching staff will hold 
a clinic for midget foot-
ball participants.

Also, a registration 
will take place 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. Saturday at 
Big G Ace, 3203 Os-
borne Drive West.

Equipment checkout 
is scheduled for Aug. 17 
with practices set to be-
gin the following week.

Midget football is a 
good introduction to 
contact sports at a level 
when the contact is not 
too extreme, Rader said.

“You’re attempting 
to teach the basic, fun-
damental stuff, so that 
the upper-level coaches 
don’t have to spend near 
as much time teaching 
how to block, learning 
how to tackle, and just 
getting used to contact,” 
he said.

Learning how to han-
dle contact extends be-
yond football.

“You get used to a lit-
tle bit of  contact and it 
helps them with other 
sports,” Rader said. 
“Basketball’s a con-
tact sport now. Some of  
these kids, you hit them 
once, they don’t know 
what to do.”

While there is no guar-
antee players won’t get 
injured just as in any 
sport, Rader said safety 
is a priority.

Dwindling numbers in 
youth tackle football is 
a national issue that has 
filtered down to the lo-
cal level, he said.

“It’s too bad,” he said. 
“The midget football 
program’s been going 
50-some years now, and 
when you can’t get 130 
kids out of  the town of  
Hastings that’s not very 
good.”

Tuesday, August 6, 2019

weather
87

66

TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before 8 a.m.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Jace Russell

Busy weekend big opportunity for Hastings
KOOL-AID DAYS,   

MID SOUTH REGIONAL 
BASEBALL TOURNEY 

GIVE COMMUNITY 
CHANCE TO PUT BEST 

FOOT FORWARD

Firefighters narrowly beat 
the police Monday in the Bat-
tle of  the Badges blood drive 
at the Hastings Police Depart-
ment auditorium.

Hastings Fire and Res-
cue and the Hastings Police 
Department faced off in a 
friendly competition to see 
which group could donate the 
most during the blood drive, 
which is planned to become 
an annual event.

Going into the day, the po-
lice department had outpaced 
firefighters by about 35-20 in 
sign-ups. But walk-in traffic 
helped boost the fire depart-
ment’s numbers to tie things 
up by midday.

By the end of  the event, 51 
people had donated blood for 
the fire department and 49 
gave for the police depart-
ment.

Organizers from the Amer-
ican Red Cross had hoped to 
collect at least 71 donations 

through the six-hour blood 
drive, but had to turn away 
donors by the end of  the 
event after running out of  
supplies.

Police Capt. Mike Doremus 
said it was great to see such 
an outpouring of  support 

from the community. As the 
donor organizer for the police 
department, he said it was 
a good idea for the fire and 
police departments to host 
the blood drive because both 
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Battle of the Badges
DEPARTMENTS FACE OFF IN 

FRIENDLY COMPETITION 
DURING BLOOD DRIVE

AMY ROH/Tribune

Hastings Police Detective Josh Onken (left) and Hastings Firefighter Nick Hoendervoogt 
donate blood during a blood drive contest between the two departments Monday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Early in their blood drive contest the number of donations 
from the Hastings police and fire departments were tied.

Midget football
roster runs short

MORE SIGN-UPS 
NEEDED TO SECURE 
UPCOMING SEASON

ERIC TUCKER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Following two mass 
shootings over the 
weekend, President 
Donald Trump called 
on federal authorities 
Monday to do a better 
job identifying violent 

extremists in the U.S. 
But that won’t be easy.

Federal investigators 
looking to prevent acts 
of  domestic terrorism, 
like the massacre of  
22 people at a crowded 
shopping center in El 
Paso on Saturday, have 
fewer tools and legal 

powers at their dis-
posal than they would 
if  they were up against 
someone tied to an in-
ternational organiza-
tion such as the Islamic 
State or al-Qaida.

That challenge has re-
vived questions about 
whether the FBI, which 

transformed itself  af-
ter the Sept. 11 attacks 
to combat international 
terrorism and acquired 
broad new surveillance 
powers, is adequately 
positioned to confront a 
white nationalist threat 
responsible for some 
of  the deadliest acts of  

violence in the last few 
years.

“I can go online and 
say whatever I want, 
but that doesn’t mean 
it’s sufficient for the 
FBI to open an inves-
tigation,” said David 
Gomez, a former FBI 
counterterrorism su-

pervisor. “You need to 
combine the free speech 
with an overt act, and 
that overt act has to be 
something criminal in 
nature.”

The laws, as they ex-
ist, “are not designed 

Shootings show challenges for FBI in intercepting domestic terror
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