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Gobert lifts Jazz past Pelicans in NBA restart. - B1
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TODAY Partly sunny. North-north-
west wind around 5 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. East- 
northeast wind around 5 mph.
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S
UTTON — 
When it became 
apparent, with 
the spread 
of  COVID-19, 

that Allegro Wolf  Arts 
Center would not be able 
to hold its residential 
Broadway Academy the-
ater camp in Sutton as 
it normally does, orga-
nizers weren’t sure how 
campers would respond.

“We know that they 
love camp, and they love 
the opportunity to come 
and be with each other, 
but we didn’t know how 
important that partic-
ular part of  the camp 
was for our kids,” camp 
director Taylor Elia-
son said. “When we in-
formed everyone we 
were going digital, we 
slowly started to see 
some of  the kids lose in-
terest. We’ve talked to 
them and asked them 
what it was. They’re just 
tired of  doing classes 
online. They’ve been do-
ing school for so long 
that they were nervous 
it was just going to be 
all day, every day on a 
computer screen. I can’t 
blame them because 
that’s exactly the oppo-
site of  what we try to do 

at camp.”
A year after having 38 

campers — a number so 
high organizers had to 
turn away applicants — 
Broadway Academy had 
just nine campers this 
year.

The drop in numbers 
was another sad reality 
related to the continu-
ing struggle against the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease.

“To see us drop down 
to where we are at right 
now, it’s just like ‘Dang 
it. We were making such 
progress,’ ” he said.

The Broadway Acad-
emy draws participants 
from throughout Ne-
braska, as well as sev-
eral other states.

While campers didn’t 
spend the week in Sut-
ton, they still put to-
gether a performance.

Campers filmed them-
selves performing the 
pieces they worked on 
with Broadway Academy 
instructors to perfect. 
Camp organizers edited 
that footage to create a 
performance that will be 
live streamed 7 p.m. Sat-
urday at broadwayacad-
emy.org/livestream. A 
donation of  $10 is recom-
mended to watch.

The theme of  this 
year’s performance is 
“Be the Hero of  Your 
Story.”

The remote camp fol-
lowed a modified sched-

ule of  the regular Broad-
way Academy. Unlike 
starting the week with 
auditions, campers sub-
mitted audition videos. 
Instructors still matched 
actors to songs, which 
was followed by days 
of  rehearsals. Every 
camper worked with 
a vocal coach and in-
structor. Those rehears-
als were conducted on 
Zoom.

“To go digital was a 
necessary evil,” Eliason 
said.

He was proud of  the 
work his students put 
into their performances.

The change wasn’t 
without upsides.

With fewer partici-
pants, this year’s camp-
ers got more of  the in-
structors’ attention.

Going digital also al-
lowed Broadway Acad-
emy to educate students 
on a different aspect of  
show business.

“We decided to lean 
into that idea and so 
we’ve been training 
them on filming and 
what that medium looks 
like,” Eliason said. 
“We’ve been talking 
about angles and light-
ing and even editing — 
how to communicate dif-
ferent feelings through 
film.

“In all honesty, it’s 
been a real nice shift to 
be able to talk about a 
different medium the 

kids might be interested 
in.”

Allegro Wolf, which 
was founded in 2012, 
makes its home in the 
former Salem United 
Methodist church at 304 
S. Way Ave. in Sutton.

Over time Allegro Wolf  
and its Broadway Acad-
emy have outgrown the 
current facility.

In response to that 
growth, Allegro Wolf  
has started a fundrais-
ing drive for an expan-
sion project.

The project, estimated 
to cost $1 million, in-
cludes an expansion off 
the southwest side of  
the building and one off 
the northeast side of  the 
building.

The added space will 
allow for a dance studio 
to teach dance classes.

It also will include an 
event space/rehearsal 
studio.

“It takes us from being 
an event space and occa-
sional theater to a full-
blown theater where we 
can produce the musi-
cals you see going to Lin-
coln but you can’t quite 
get out there to see,” 
Eliason said.

To donate go to alle-
growolf.org/donate.

Allegro Wolf  founders 
bought their building for 
one dollar.

“Even a dollar can 
make all the difference 
for us,” Eliason said.

The show will go online
SUTTON’S BROADWAY 

ACADEMY LIVE STREAM 
WILL BE SATURDAY 

Courtesy

Abigail Gatlin (top center) leads a 30-minute dance warm-up at Broadway Academy in Sutton. From top 
left to bottom right: Jackie Boardman, Gatlin, Chloe Carnes, Andrew Reed, Taylor Eliason (camp direc-
tor), Sam Eschliman (music director), Meredith Sanderson, and Mary Wren
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Seven more South Heartland Health 
District residents have been con-
firmed as positive cases of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, COVID-19, since 
Tuesday, the district health depart-
ment reported Thursday night.

In related news, South Heartland 
announced it has begun requesting 
help from the Nebraska Department 
of  Health and Human Services in 
keeping up with its increasing con-
tact tracing workload.

“When our residents and visitors 
to our area are not following the di-
rected health measures or practicing 
prevention, there are more cases and 
more contacts to every case. We have 
been seeing these increases in the last 
several weeks,” said Michele Bever, 
health department executive director. 
“This impacts our department and 
strains our local public health work-
force — and we are unable to respond 
quickly. The state public health con-
tact tracing team is helping us ad-
dress this additional load.”

The seven new cases confirmed since 
Tuesday include six in Adams County 
and one in Clay County. Ages of  the 
new patients range from under 20 
(one) to the 50s (one). Webster and Nu-
ckolls counties, which also are part of  
the health district, recorded no new 
cases for the three-day time period.

Meanwhile, a Clay County woman 
in her 60s who had been previously 
confirmed positive for the viral in-
fection had to be hospitalized, South 
Heartland said.

Since mid-March, a running to-
tal of  411 South Heartland residents 
have been confirmed positive for 
COVID-19. That number includes 341 
in Adams County, 52 in Clay, 11 in 
Webster and seven in Nuckolls.

Three hundred seventy-four of  the 
patients had recovered from the ill-
ness as of  Thursday, and the district’s 
death toll stands at 11. A total of  23 
district residents have spent time in a 
hospital in connection with COVID-19.

In Thursday’s news release, Bever 
said contact tracing is a vital compo-
nent of  the battle against the spread 
of  COVID-19.

“The goal of  contact tracing is to 
quickly identify anyone who has been 
exposed — or may have been exposed 
— in order to stop the spread of  the 
illness,” she said. “Contact investiga-
tions help protect the friends, family, 
work colleagues, teammates, church 
family, community members and oth-
ers in close proximity to those with 
the virus. A quick response to help 
people isolate, if  they are infected, or 

MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — The biggest, 
most sophisticated 
Mars rover ever built 
— a car-size vehicle 
bristling with cameras, 
microphones, drills and 
lasers — blasted off for 
the red planet Thursday 
as part of  an ambitious, 
long-range project to 
bring the first Martian 
rock samples back to 
Earth to be analyzed for 
evidence of  ancient life.

NASA’s Perseverance 

rode a mighty Atlas 
V rocket into a clear 
morning sky in the 
world’s third and fi-
nal Mars launch of  the 
summer. China and the 
United Arab Emirates 
got a head start last 
week, but all three mis-
sions should reach their 
destination in February 
after a journey of  seven 
months and 300 million 
miles.

The plutonium-pow-
ered, six-wheeled rover 

‘On our way to Mars’

JOHN RAOUX/AP

A United Launch Alliance Atlas V rocket lifts off from pad 41 at the 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Station Thursday in Cape Canaveral, Fla. 
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MINDEN — A Minden firm 
celebrated the launch of  NASA’s 
Mars 2020 mission on Thurs-
day, having manufactured some 
of  the components that helped 

Minden firm had hand 
in equipping Mars 
mission launch

SEE MINDEN/page A3SEE MARS/page A3

South Heartland 
seeks state help 
with COVID-19
contact tracing

7 NEW CASES RECORDED SINCE 
MONDAY; CLAY COUNTY WOMAN 
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