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Winter sports season opens. - C1

Friday, December 6, 2019

weather
36
26

TODAY Cloudy through mid-morn-
ing, then gradual clearing.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
South-southwest wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Olivia Whitten
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What do you get when 
you bring together sing-
ers of  various abilities 
to perform beloved and 
highly technical sa-
cred music without re-
hearsal?

Hastings Symphony 
Orchestra conductor 
Byron Jensen isn’t sure, 
to be honest. But re-
gardless of  how the first 
“Messiah” Sing-Along 
hosted by Hastings Sym-
phony Orchestra sounds, 
Jensen is sure it will be 
a joyful noise to all pres-
ent, both performers and 

audience members alike.
“There’s a pretty strong 

tradition of  singing 
‘Messiah’ around here, 
and I figured it would 
be a good time to try it 
here,” Jensen said of  
the performance, which 
is slated for 2 p.m. Sun-
day at Hastings Masonic 
Center Auditorium, 411 
N. Hastings Ave. The pro-
duction is open to any-
one possessing a vocal 
score of  the oratorio and 
a heart for Handel’s most 
beloved work.

Jensen said he hopes 
singers who have always 
wanted to tackle the 

Christmas-themed por-
tions of  “Messiah” but 
were either too busy or 
shy to participate in the 
college’s regularly vis-
ited production will see 
the performance as an 
opportunity to finally be 
heard.

“I expect there are lots 
of  singers out there who 
have always wanted to 
sing the arias but never 
had the chance,” he said. 
“Now’s the chance. Most 
people who are famil-
iar with this music have 
performed it several 
times in the past, so it’s 
pretty familiar to scores 

and scores of  people.
“There is no pretense 

in making this a pol-
ished performance. At 
2 p.m, we’ll begin the 
downbeat for the Over-
ture and we’re going to 
start singing. What this 
music does is bring us 
closer as a community. 
It makes us understand 
there is somebody/some-
thing out there much 
larger than we are, and 
it’s a lovely idea to think 
there’s a guiding spirit 
and music we can sing 
that helps bring this all 
to life for us.”

There is no charge for 

the event, but partici-
pants and attendees are 
asked to make a free-will 
donation to help defray 
costs associated with the 
production, Jensen said.

While he has sung and 
conducted many a per-
formance of  “Messiah,” 
Jansen said he has never 
tackled a project quite 
like this one. Just how it 
may turn out is anyone’s 
guess, he said. That said, 
he is hoping the event 
is well received and be-
comes part of  HSO’s an-
nual tradition going for-
ward.

“It’s a little scary going 

into it without any kind 
of  rehearsals,” he said. 
“I expect there’s prob-
ably going to be a few 
laughs here and there 
and who knows? There 
could be a total break-
down. If  that’s the case, 
we’ll stop and pick it up 
where we left off and 
keep going.

“I think it’s going to 
be exhilarating. For the 
singers, it’s going to be 
exhilarating to be delv-
ing into this great mas-
terwork and lifting their 
voices to something that 
means a lot to so many 
of  us.”

Messiah sing-along invites community spirit
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A
fter hearing 
concerns from 
school bus driv-
ers, Hastings 
Public Schools 

once again is asking drivers 
to obey the law by observing 

buses’ outstretched stop sign 
arms.

David Essink, HPS director 
of  human resources and op-
erations, said he has gotten 
reports about motorists put-
ting the safety of  students 
at risk by disregarding the 
stop sign arm of  a school 
bus.

Essink said the majority of  
people ignoring the stop sign 
usually are going in the op-
posite direction of  a school 

bus, which in most cases is 
just as illegal as passing that 
same school bus from behind 
on the left. 

For example, if  a bus stops 
on Burlington Avenue, driv-
ers going both north and 
south are required to stop.

“The people in the far 
lanes, pretty much nobody 
is stopping. But there are 
also people riding on their 
(bus driver’s) own side, go-

Drivers: Stop it!
Violating stop arms can 

lead to big fines — or 
worse, big tragedies

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Alcott Elementary preschool students load the bus outside the school Thursday morning.

ALAN FRAM 
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
House Democrats are 
charging toward im-
peaching President 
Donald Trump but not 
without pockets of  di-
vision, as lawmakers 
who began the sum-
mer divided largely ral-
lied Thursday behind 
Speaker Nancy Pelo-
si’s cry that his actions 
leave them “no choice 
but to act.”

The California Dem-
ocrat’s announcement 
that she was asking 
committee chairs to be-
gin crafting articles of  

impeachment hardly 
staunched grumbling 
that the effort was risky 
for swing district law-
makers whose 2018 vic-
tories gave the party 
House control. But 
the strong consensus 
among Democrats was 
that the time had come 
to plunge forward.

“’There’s certainly 
some anxiety among the 
more vulnerable mem-
bers about how this 
cuts, but a broad accep-
tance that this moment 
has found us,” said Rep. 
Jared Huffman, D-Calif. 
“It’s not something we 
could avoid.”

Oregon Rep. Kurt 
Schrader, one of  Con-
gress’ more moderate 
Democrats, said testi-
mony at last month’s 
impeachment hear-
ings left it clear that 
impeachment was the 
proper move. He said 
waiting would accom-
plish nothing because 
each side’s positions 
have only hardened in 
recent weeks.

“Back home they’re 
tired of  this,” said 
Schrader, who voted 
against Pelosi’s becom-
ing speaker in January 
but praised her han-
dling of  impeachment. 

“They want us to move 
on.”

That’s not to say there 
weren’t dissidents.

Freshman Democratic 
Rep. Jeff Van Drew, an 
impeachment skep-
tic all year, said he re-
mained opposed to the 
effort unless new evi-
dence emerged. He said 
that should the Demo-
cratic-led House vote 
to impeach Trump — 
effectively charge him 
with offenses, which 
seems all but certain 
— the Republican-con-
trolled Senate will re-
fuse to oust him from 
office. That would let 

Trump claim vindica-
tion and result in “tear-
ing the country apart,” 
said Van Drew, a fresh-
man whose southern 
New Jersey district nar-
rowly favored Trump in 
2016.

“People are going to 
be angry at each other. 
I mean constituents,” 
said Van Drew, who is 
one of  his party’s more 
endangered lawmak-
ers in next November’s 
elections.

Also keeping his dis-
tance was Rep. Max 
Rose, D-N.Y., another 
freshman whose Staten 
Island-centered district 

backed Trump in 2016 
and who won his own 
seat by a thin margin” 
last year.

‘’I’m uncomfortable 
until I see the articles” 
of  impeachment, said 
Rose, referring to the 
formal charges that 
House Democrats will 
craft in coming days. 
“That’s the most im-
portant things. When 
you can see the articles, 
that’s when one can en-
tertain whether one’s 
comfortable or not.”

Republicans were al-
ready playing offense on 

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
Options for the pro-

posed bus service that 
would connect the 
Tri-Cities include an 
intercity flex route that 
travels through each 
city or a demand re-
sponse zone with op-
tional curbside pickup 
by shuttles that takes 
the rider to one of  just 
a few bus stops.

Representatives from 
the Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Transporta-
tion’s Mobility Manage-
ment Project discussed 
those options during 
three presentations on 
Thursday at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds. 
The Mobility Manage-
ment team was in Kear-
ney on Wednesday and 
will be in Grand Island 
on Friday with similar 
presentations.

Presentations this 
week took into account 
feedback the Mobility 
Management team re-
ceived at visits to the 
three cities in Septem-
ber.

More than 300 people 
completed a survey in 
September and October 
about a possible inter-
city bus service. Rep-
resentatives from 100 
Tri-City employers also 
took a similar survey.

Corinne Donahue, 
senior transportation 
planner for engineer-

ing firm Olsson who fa-
cilitated the discussion 
Thursday at the Adams 
County Fairgrounds, 
said more than 65% of  
survey participants re-
sponded they would 
use public transporta-
tion.

Reliability was the 
most desired feature.

“We heard loud and 
clear the riders wanted 
a guaranteed connec-
tion,” Donahue said. 
“If  I go to Grand Island, 
if  I go to Hastings or if  
I go to Kearney don’t 
leave me there.”

About half  of  the 
businesses that par-
ticipated in the survey 
responded they may be 
willing to support em-
ployees who use public 
transit through options 
such as flexible shift 
hours or providing a 
bus pass.

Other desired features 
included in the survey 
responses were wi-fi 
and charging units, 
convenient schedules 
and affordable fares.

Mobility Management 
would work with ex-
isting transit services 
such as RYDE Transit 
in Hastings and Ke-
arney, CRANE Public 
Transit in Grand Is-
land and Navigator Mo-
torcoaches, which con-
nects the Tri-Cities to 
other parts of  the state.

Routes, options 
discussed for 
area bus service

Democrats move toward impeachment, with scant grumbling
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