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Tigers win district championship. - B1
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TODAY Partly sunny. South-south-
east wind 5-15 mph.

TONIGHT A 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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B
ack on Feb. 15, 
Hastings set an 
all-time record low 
when the tempera-
ture reached 26 de-

grees below zero, 14 degrees 
colder than the previous 
record for that date (-12) set 
in 1909.

That day also became the 
coldest ever before recorded 
in February, surpassing the 
previous low of  -22 reached 
in 1917.

It was the start of  a cold 
spell that would rock not 
only Nebraska, but millions 
of  people across the United 
States. Record lows and very 
low high temperatures caused 
havoc on utility companies 
across the Midwest. Some 
places were forced to shut off 
power for hours or even days 
at a time to try and keep the 
grid as stable as possible.

The city of  Hastings saw a 
spike in natural gas and elec-
tricity use over that stretch 
but wasn’t overly affected by 
power outages.

Now that the winter season 

lies behind, citizens should 
be preparing for the next one, 
whether that means buying 
equipment for their homes, 
fixing their furnace or taking 
other steps that will help con-
serve energy.

Mark Evans, building in-
spector for the city of  Hast-
ings, has some tips and ideas 
for what property owners can 
do to save some money and 
make their property more en-
ergy-efficient.

Longer-term improvements 
could include replacing drafty 
windows or going from a low-
er-efficiency to a higher-effi-
ciency furnace, he said. As a 
temporary measure, old win-
dows can be sealed with plas-
tic or whatever kits are sold.

Another easy to moderately 
easy measure is to check the 
attic and see if  the insulation 
in the ceiling or attic is ad-
equate, Evans said. He sug-
gests sealing up any drafts 
being let in around pipes or 
anything else in the home.

Evans has ideas about what 
not to overlook when try-
ing to close off anything that 
would let in the cold or warm 
air.

“Make sure things are 
sealed up,” he said. “Those 
penetration pipes around the 
air conditioner or gas pipes 
that come into the building. 
Those drafty/leaky windows. 
Otherwise, setting back your 

thermostats or program your 
thermostat. You can knock 
your thermostat back like 
when you go to sleep or when 
you are away during the day.”

As summer quickly ap-
proaches, the temperatures 
will rise and air-condition-
ing units will get their yearly 
workout.

“Your A/C unit will be 
used a lot over the next few 
months and people need 
to check their A/C units to 
make sure they are in good 
shape to run all summer,” 
said Evans, offering some 
thoughts on steps that will 
help save wallets down the 
road.

“Get your air conditioner 
serviced early,” he said. “Get 
your condenser cleaned or 
foamed out. Do that before 
you have an emergency, so 
just have a service call now 
since it is starting to warm 
up as opposed to waiting un-
til the Fourth of  July if  it 
does go out and nobody is 
available.

“Just looking ahead, make 
sure that it is statically 
charged with enough re-
frigerant. Something else 
that is often overlooked is to 
change your air filter on your 
furnace or A/C. Just make 
sure that you’re up to date 
and regularly schedule an 

Energy efficiency always in season
LOCAL RESIDENTS STILL 

STINGING FROM WINTER 

UTILITY BILLS MAY WANT  

TO GET STARTED ON 

CONSERVATION MEASURES
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Scott Thomsen installs window casings on a home in Hastings Monday.
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WASHINGTON — In 
a major step toward 
returning to pre-pan-
demic life, the Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention eased 
mask-wearing guidance 
for fully vaccinated peo-
ple on Thursday, allow-
ing them to stop wear-
ing masks outdoors in 
crowds and in most in-
door settings.

“Today is a great day 
for America,” President 
Joe Biden said during 
a Rose Garden address 
heralding the new guid-
ance, an event where he 

and his staff went with-
out masks. Hours ear-
lier in the Oval Office, 
where Biden was meet-
ing with vaccinated Re-
publican lawmakers, he 
led the group in remov-
ing their masks when 
the guidance was an-
nounced.

“If  you are fully vac-
cinated, you no longer 
need to wear a mask,” 
he said, summariz-
ing the new guidance 
and encouraging more 
Americans to roll up 
their sleeves. “Get vac-
cinated — or wear a 
mask until you do.”

The guidance still 
calls for wearing masks 
in crowded indoor set-
tings like buses, planes, 
hospitals, prisons and 
homeless shelters, but it 
will help clear the way 

for reopening work-
places, schools and 
other venues — even 
removing the need for 
social distancing for 
those who are fully vac-
cinated.

“We have all longed for 
this moment — when 
we can get back to some 
sense of  normalcy,” Ro-
chelle Walensky, direc-
tor of  the CDC, said at 
an earlier White House 
briefing.

The CDC and the 
Biden administration 
have faced pressure 
to ease restrictions on 
fully vaccinated people 
— those who are two 
weeks past their last 
required COVID-19 vac-
cine dose — in part to 
highlight the benefits 

‘Great day for America’: Vaccinated can largely ditch masks
CDC IS EASING 

GUIDANCE FOR FULLY 

VACCINATED PEOPLE
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President Joe Biden walks with Vice President Kamala Harris after speak-
ing on updated guidance on face mask mandates and COVID-19 response 
in the Rose Garden of the White House Thursday in Washington.

MARCUS MEDCALF

tribune@hastingstribune.com

Hastings Utilities’ In-
tegrated Resource Plan-
ning committee con-
tinues to evaluate the 
city’s power supply op-
tions and needs.

Keith Leonhardt, di-
rector of  capital man-
agement for the city 
utility department, 
along with Utility Man-
ager Kevin Johnson, 
provided members of  
the Hastings Utility 
Board with an IRP up-
date during the board’s 
regular meeting on 
Thursday.

“The committee be-
lieves that we need 
some more assistance 
and are evaluating a 
couple of  other power 
supply options, also 
looking at different lo-
cations,” Leonhardt 
said. “Those options are 

gas turbines and recip-
rocating engines.”

In addition to Leon-
hardt, other IRP com-
mittee members include 
Derek Zeisler, director 
of  administration; Rich 
Kleinhample, director 
of  electric production; 
Shane Stone, opera-
tion supervisor; Brett 
Thompson, a mem-
ber of  the engineering 
department; and Lee 
Vrooman, the city’s di-
rector of  engineering.

Since the last meet-
ing, the committee has 
prepared a specification 
and taken proposals 
from engineering com-
panies, hiring Stanley 
Consultants.

“This will help us 
evaluate capital costs, 
and we are asking 
them to look at the 

Utility officials address 
power supply options
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In an effort to help re-
coup costs when large 
commercial gas cus-
tomers consume more 
fuel than what they 
contracted, Hastings 
Utilities is considering 
establishing a swing 
service fee in the next 
fiscal year.

Utility department 
staff discussed the pro-
posed agency gas swing 
service fee during the 
regular Hastings Utility 
Board meeting Thurs-
day.

Utility Manager Kevin 
Johnson said the de-
partment is evaluating 
fee structures as part of  
the budget process.

Brian Strom, manager 
of  customer accounts, 
said there are currently 
13 customers on the 
firm gas transport rate, 
which is a little differ-
ent than normal billing.

These customers sign 
an annual agreement, 
which sets monthly gas 
costs along with daily 
limits and volume lim-
its they can use. When 

an agency customer 
exceeds its maximum 
volume, the utility de-
partment has to supply 
replacement gas at cur-
rent market pricing.

The agreements con-
tain language the cus-
tomer has to abide by, 
including the customer 
balance obligation. The 
customer is permitted 
to incur a daily positive 
or negative imbalance 
of  10% of  the quantities 
received by Hastings on 
the customer’s behalf, 
except on critical days.

A critical day is any 
day that the pipeline 
transporter notifies the 
utility department that 
there will be a curtail-
ment, or some kind of  
interruption.

Derek Zeisler, director 
of  administration, said 
the need for a swing ser-
vice fee became appar-
ent during the February 
freeze. The gas supply 
wasn’t limited, but costs 
did increase.

With the proposed 
swing service fee in 

HU considering gas 
swing service fee
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