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TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
after 1 p.m. Increasing clouds.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. West 
wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Juan Chavez
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DONIPHAN — Homes 

in Amick Acres, a hous-
ing division west of  here, 
flooded after heavy rain-
fall over the weekend 
caused several lakes in 
the division to overflow.

Residents are sand-
bagging homes to pre-
vent further damage.

Between Aug. 20 and 
Monday, Doniphan re-
ceived 11.91 inches of  
rain, according to Ryan 
Pfannkuch, meteorol-
ogist at the National 
Weather Service near 
Hastings. Amick Acres 
started flooding Friday.

Doniphan has received 
16.09 inches of  rainfall 

so far in August. Pfann-
kuch said the average 
rainfall for Grand Island 
in August is 3.12 inches. 
August 2019 is now the 
second-rainiest month 

ever recorded there.
“We’re talking some 

unbelievable numbers 
here,” Pfannkuch said. 
“Seven years ago in 

Amick Acres residents battle floodwaters
Most hoMes in 

developMent near 
doniphan daMaged

JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

Neighbors use sandbags to slow the flow of 
water into a basement Monday during flooding 
in Amick Acres near Doniphan. Water from the 
basement is being pumped out.

JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

A pile of sand was dumped at one of the intersections in Amick Acres near 
Doniphan residents to make sandbags. 
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Adams County has de-

clared a stage of  emer-
gency related to the 
Aug. 23 severe thunder-
storm and subsequent 
damage caused by 
heavy rains and flood-
ing, strong winds and 
hail, county officials an-
nounced Monday.

The state of  emer-
gency means significant 
damage was caused by 
the storm, and county 
officials want to be pre-
pared to supply all nec-
essary information that 

could bring assistance 
to the affected commu-
nities through state and 
federal channels.

The emergency decla-
ration, signed by Eldon 
Orthmann, chairman 
of  the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors, 
covers all of  Adams 
County and villages 
within the county. It 
allows for “the expen-
diture of  emergency 
funds from all available 
sources, the invoking of  
mutual aid agreements, 

Adams County
declares emergency 
after Aug. 23 storm

SEE FLOODING/page A3
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F
or Rebekah Evans, 
an eighth-grader, 
the Hastings Middle 
School Garden 
means a lot. It is a 

chance to learn about nature 
— what plants she can eat if  
she gets lost or how to make 
different teas.

It is also a chance to get out 
in nature, step away from 
technology and learn how to 
grow a plant.

But most importantly to 
Rebekah and her peers, the 
garden provides a chance 
to do community service. 
The garden will grow veg-
etables to feed those who 
are food-insecure and make 
flower bouquets for senior 
citizens.

“To get the community to-
gether and learn outside,” 
said Manny Duncan, a mid-
dle school student, stating 
the purpose of  the garden.

So when the garden was 

destroyed by an Aug. 23 
hailstorm, Rebekah and 
Manny were heartbroken. 
When the other seventh- and 
eighth-graders who tended 
the garden found out what 
had happened, they, too, were 
devastated.

Jayson Stoddard, HMS sci-

ence teacher and garden 
caretaker, saw a learning op-
portunity and changed the 
day’s lesson plan to “perspec-
tive.”

“For students, it devastating 
at first, but not as devastating 
for us as it would have been 
for the farmer across the 
way,” Stoddard said.

Despite the short growing 
season left — a frost date of  
Oct. 15 — the students set 
out Monday evening to fix 
the garden. Their goal was to 
make the area around their 
outdoor class look present-
able.

“We can rebuild it, and so 
we wanted to look at this 
from an angle of  optimism as 
opposed to pessimism,” Stod-
dard said.

Stoddard and a few other 
people plan to go beyond re-
building the garden and to 
improving it. The day after 
the hailstorm, a fund was es-
tablished by Hastings Public 
Schools Foundation and a 
fundraising campaign called 
“Grow the Garden” was cre-
ated. The goal for the fund is 
$25,000.

With that money, Stoddard 

Opportunity to grow
devastated by hail for 
now, hastings Middle 
school garden May get 
iMproveMents in future
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Marisa Stoltenberg, a Hast-
ings Middle School sev-
enth-grader, removes a 
cucumber from a trellis 
Monday night while help-
ing clean up in the school’s 
hail-damaged garden.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Seventh-grader Greyson Rowe rakes debris from the gourd tunnel at the Hastings Middle 
School garden Monday. The garden sustained significant wind and hail damage during a 
storm Friday.

SEE GARDEN/page A3
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For the past 13 years, 

Deb Unterseher has ed-
ucated Hastings Public 
Schools students about 
the importance of  nu-
trition.

Unterseher, 67, is re-
tiring Friday from her 
position as University 
of  Nebraska-Lincoln 
extension associate in 
Adams County for the 
nutrition education pro-

gram.
An open house in her 

honor is planned for 
4-6 p.m. Wednesday 
at the Adams County 
Extension Office, 2975 
South Baltimore Ave.

Unterseher works in 
the expanded food and 
nutrition education 
program, going into el-
ementary classrooms 
at schools with student 
populations made up 
of  at least 50 percent 
free and reduced lunch 
recipients. In Adams 
County, those schools 

Hanging up the apron 
nebraska extension 
nutrition educator 

retiring friday

SEE STORM/page A3
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Deb Unterseher will retire Friday from her job 
as a Nebraska Extension associate in Adams 
County with the nutrition education program.

SEE RETIRING/page A3


