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51

TODAY Showers and thunder-
storms, mainly after 11 a.m.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms before 8 p.m., then rain.
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At a time of  height-

ened racial tension 
nationwide, three pa-
trons of  Hastings Public 
Schools brought to the 
Board of  Education’s 
regular meeting Mon-
day a desire to imple-
ment a stronger set of  
racial justice policies.

The first speaker, 
Brady Rhodes, said the 
current moment is a 
great opportunity for 
school districts to ad-
dress racial inequality.

“Racism is complex 
and contentious,” he 

said. “Many of  us are 
afraid to even broach 
the subject. It’s often 
easier and safer to avoid 
the topic altogether. Our 
silence and inaction re-
inforces the status quo. 
Avoidance speaks vol-
umes. It communicates 
to students of  color that 
racism doesn’t matter 
enough to warrant at-
tention and by omission 
invalidates their experi-
ences, perspectives and 
identities. White stu-
dents on the other hand 
often see racism being 
accepted and normal-
ized without acknowl-

edgement or account-
ability. To engage real 
solutions we need to ad-
dress real problems.”

Rhodes, a former 
school board member, 
said he doesn’t think 
the district needs to 
implement an entirely 
new curriculum. Train-
ing and classroom dis-
cussions are stepping 
stones to address rac-
ism in schools, he said.

Andrew McCarty, a 
former middle school 
teacher who now works 
as a nurse at Mary Lan-
ning Healthcare, said 
according to the latest 

census data, 11% of  the 
Adams County popula-
tion is Hispanic or Latino.

“When you’re talking 
about racism and ra-
cial inequality, that’s all 
races,” he said. “That’s 
all ethnicities. We do 
have a diverse student 
body here in the dis-
trict. I think we have 
some socio- and eco-
nomic challenges in our 
community.”

Despite the size of  the 
Hispanic population in 
the Hastings area, Mc-
Carty said, Hispanic 
families tend not to be 
engaged in community 

processes and rarely 
attend city council or 
school board meetings.

“Because that’s one of  
our larger demograph-
ics as far as students go, 
I think that’s certainly 
something to consider, 
especially during all 
this craziness that’s go-
ing on,” he said.

The third speaker, Jes-
sica Combs, has mixed-
race children who at-
tend Hastings Public 
Schools, where she said 
they have experienced 
racism.

She organized a Black 
Lives Matter event in 

Hastings Sunday that 
drew 300 people.

“If  you guys really 
want to know and really 
care, ask them to a meet-
ing and say, ‘Is this hap-
pening here? How are we 
responding to it here? 
How would you like us to 
see it?’ ” she said.

Board members 
thanked the speakers 
for attending Monday’s 
meeting.

Board President Jim 
Boeve said it would be 
helpful to ask district ad-
ministrators to research 

HPS patrons call for stronger racial justice policies
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While it’s still un-

known how the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, will affect 
schools in the fall, the 
Adams Central Board 
of  Education hopes to 
make the experience as 
normal as possible for 
students.

Superintendent Shawn 
Scott discussed po-
tential issues with the 
board on Monday at its 
regular meeting.

“We want school 
open,” he said. “There 
are probably going to be 
concessions made, but 
we’d like to make it as 
normal as possible.”

Scott has been meet-
ing with organizations 
across the state, includ-
ing the Nebraska Rural 
Community Schools 
Association (NRCSA), 
to talk about several is-
sues that will need to be 
addressed.

There are aspects of  
transportation, food 
service and personnel 
to consider. What hap-
pens if  a staff member 
or student contracts the 
virus? How many stu-
dents can be on a bus? 
How will parents react 
if  there is a resurgence 
in the fall as health of-
ficials predict? What 
about substitute teach-
ers?

Without direction 
available from the state 

at this time, Scott said, 
committees in the state 
organizations have been 
discussing options in 
three categories: being 
in school as normal, be-
ing in school with modi-
fications, or going to on-
line learning.

“We want to have 
those things writ-
ten out,” Scott said. 
“There’s a lot of  little 
things to consider.”

Board member Chris 
Wahlmeier said he 
would prefer to have stu-
dents back in the class-
room to return to nor-
mal as much as possible.

He acknowledged that 
could be a challenge 
considering how much 
things have changed in 
the three months since 
outbreaks began in the 
United States. It will 
be more than two more 
months before students 
will return to school.

“There’s going to be 
a lot of  things happen-
ing,” he said.

Scott said upcoming 
changes in health rec-
ommendations may re-
quire the board to act 
on changes needed for 
the fall. He hopes to 
have information from 
the state to bring to the 
board at its July meet-
ing, but said a special 
meeting may be needed 
if  the timing is such 
that the board would 

AC hopes to bring 
students back in fall
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Many hospital patients at 
Mary Lanning Healthcare 
once again are being allowed 
visitors under a relaxation 
of  some restrictions in the 
hospital’s visitation policy re-
lated to the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19.

Effective Monday, one 
healthy adult visitor will be 
allowed in most patients’ 
rooms at any given time. Im-
mediate family members still 
are preferred.

Patients being treated for 

COVID-19 still won’t be al-
lowed visitors.

In special circumstances, 
such as when a patient is 
near death or has come out 
of  major surgery, exceptions 
may be granted.

Very few visitors have been 
allowed at Mary Lanning or 
other area hospitals since the 
COVID-19 emergency came to 
the fore in March.

Now, with the local 
COVID-19 situation seem-
ingly under control (Mary 
Lanning had just one patient 
with the disease in the hos-
pital as of  June 5), and with 
statewide guidelines aimed at 
thwarting the spread of  the 
virus being relaxed in a num-
ber of  respects, Mary Lan-
ning is adjusting its policies, 
also.

A number of  important 
restrictions will remain in 
place for the time being, how-
ever.

Here’s a list of  updated vis-
itation rules announced by 
the hospital in a news release 
Monday:

 � Visitors should continue 
to use the North Entrance 
only. (The main entrance on 
the east side of  the building 
has been closed to visitors for 
weeks.)

 � Visiting hours are 6 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through 
Friday and 9 a.m. to noon on 
weekends.

 � One healthy adult visitor 
(immediate family preferred) 
is allowed in the patient room 
at a time.

 � No visitors under age 18 

are allowed.
 �Minor patients, neonatal 

intensive care unit patients 
and newborns are allowed 
two healthy parents/guard-
ians at a time.

 � One healthy adult sup-
port person is allowed for 
surgery patients at the time 
of  surgery. One visitor per 
patient is allowed on the 
nursing unit if  the patient is 
admitted.

 � No visitors will be al-
lowed for patients who have 
tested positive for COVID-19.

 � In extenuating circum-
stances, such as imminent 
end-of-life situations, after 
major surgery or patients re-
quiring extra support, tem-
porary visitation terms may 
be granted. The patient’s care 

team must approve all excep-
tions.

 � Clinical staff has the au-
thority to monitor the num-
ber of  visitors and restrict 
visitation as needed to meet 
the patient’s needs.

 � All visitors will continue 
to be screened when entering 
the hospital. Screening will 
be minimized, however, with 
visitors being asked, “Have 
you felt ill or had symptoms 
of  an illness within the last 
24 hours?” Also, visitors will 
be required to wear a mask 
while in the building.

In its first update since June 
4, the South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Department an-
nounced Monday evening 
that only one additional new 

Mary Lanning relaxes some restrictions on hospital visitors
1 new case of coVID-19 

reporteD In south 
heartlanD health 

DIstrIct sInce June 4
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R
estaurants in 
Hastings now 
can apply for 
temporary 
outdoor din-

ing licenses.
Members of  the Hast-

ings City Council voted 
8-0 at their regular 
meeting Monday to ap-
prove the temporary 
outdoor dining applica-
tion process.

“I think this will pro-
vide people the oppor-
tunity to provide more 
volume for their restau-
rants, which would help 
drive their revenues,” 
Mayor Corey Stutte 
said. “We feel like this is 
a good first step moving 
this forward.”

He said the Nebraska 
Liquor Control Com-
mission released new 
information Friday af-
ternoon about the possi-
bility of  expanding alco-
hol sales outside of  the 
four walls of  an estab-
lishment. All the com-
mission is requiring is 
a simple filing showing 
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lIcenses

AMY ROH/Tribune

The front of Wave Pizza Company is pictured Monday in down-
town Hastings. The Hastings City Council Monday approved a 
process for Hastings restaurants to apply for an outdoor dining 
license.SEE DINING/page A3
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