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TODAY A 30% chance of show-
ers, mainly before 7 a.m.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers after 2 a.m.
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BLUE HILL — Voters 
in the city of  Blue Hill 
on Tuesday approved 
a bond issue that will 
allow progress on con-
struction of  a new mu-
nicipal swimming pool 
to move forward.

According to unoffi-
cial primary election 
results from the Web-
ster County Clerk’s 
Office, Blue Hill vot-
ers approved the ballot 
question by a vote of  

206-74, or 74% to 26%.
The city of  Blue Hill 

now will be able to 
move ahead in its ef-
forts to build a new pool 
by putting out a request 
for bids from contrac-
tors, accepting a bid and 
working toward com-
pletion of  the project 
according to a timeline 
agreed to by the city 
and the chosen contrac-
tor, though city lead-
ers hope construction 
will be started by late 
fall 2020 or early spring 
2021.

The bond issue passed 
by a landslide even 
though less than half  of  
the 660 registered vot-

ers in Blue Hill made 
their choice known, 
even with the option of  
voting by mail, accord-
ing to Webster County 
Clerk Liz Petsch.

The maintenance and 
location of  the pres-
ent pool, originally 
built in 1964 and dedi-
cated in 1965, has long 
been a problem, with 
the aging pool prone to 
leaking and not handi-
capped-accessible and 
with a pool house that 
is out of  date and is in 
poor shape.

These issues, along 
with a location along 
Nebraska Highway 
281 that causes young 

swimmers unnecessary 
risk to get to the pool, 
caused local citizens to 
look at other options.

In 2013 the pool com-
mittee first formed, said 
Marisa L’Heureux, local 
nurse practitioner and 
committee member who 
was part of  the driving 
force behind the move-
ment to get a new pool.

The pool committee 
worked to draw inter-
est to the project, which 
led up to a Blue Hill 
Pool and Park study in 
February 2016 to estab-
lish need and level of  
support for a new pool 

Blue Hill voters give green light for new pool
Leaders hope to see 
project under way  

by earLy 2021
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A yard sign expresses support for the proposed 
Blue Hill city bond issue that was approved by 
voters in Tuesday’s primary election.
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I
t was tough for 
Hastings Museum 
officials to can-
cel Summer Fun 
classes that had 

been planned for June, 
but they believe the re-
placement provides even 
more value.

The museum an-
nounced last week that 
instead of  Summer Fun 
classes it would offer 
what it is calling the Dig-
ital Learning Lab.

Families can sign up 
and have access to all 
five weeks of  classes 
from June 1 to July 3.

Each day of  the week is 
a different theme:

 �Masterpiece Monday 
(art)

 � Try It Tuesday (sci-
ence)

 �Wilderness Wednes-
day (nature)

 � Throwback Thurs-

day (history)
 � Freebie Friday (ran-

dom)
Participants can reg-

ister online or over the 
telephone. There is no 
limit to the number of  
families that can sign up, 
and there are no restric-
tions on the ages of  kids.

More information is 
available at hastingsmu-
seum.org.

The cost per household 
is $90 for members and 
$100 for non-members.

Each one-hour class 
will begin 2 p.m. Monday 
through Friday.

Because everything 
will be recorded and all 
the information and re-
sources are provided, 
participants will get all 
five weeks of  classes, re-
gardless of  when they 
sign up.

Students don’t have to 
be present when classes 
are taught live. Every-
thing will be recorded 
and participants will 
have access to the re-
cordings, as well as les-
son plan resources, to do 
at their leisure.

“We have been follow-
ing everything from the 
(U.S. Centers for Disease 

Control and Prevention), 
the city, South Heart-
land (district health de-
partment) and the gov-
ernor pretty closely,” 
Russanne Hoff, museum 
curator of  education, 
said during an inter-
view Monday morning. 
“We started looking at 
how the (directed health 
measure) was extended. 
With the uncertainty, 
May 31 is the deadline. 
Who knows what will 
happen after that? We 
knew that we couldn’t 
make that much of  a 
last-minute decision 
with it. Parents need to 
plan, the museum needs 
to plan; so we thought 
it’s going to be in the 
best interest of  every-
body regardless if  things 
open up in June to do all 
digital and then reassess 
halfway through June 
for July based on how 
things are going.”

While Gov. Pete Rick-
etts announced Mon-
day afternoon directed 
health measures will be 
relaxed for the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department be-
ginning May 18, social 
distancing requirements 

would still make in-per-
son classes difficult.

Traditional Summer 
Fun classes include 20 
students, five volunteers 
and a couple instructors.

“You’re looking at al-
most 30 people in a 
room,” Hoff said. “Are 
we allowed to have 30 
people? Is that the safest 
thing to do?”

Museum officials will 
make the determination 
for July’s Summer Fun 
classes as the time draws 
closer.

Summer Fun classes in 
July may return in the 
traditional format, or 
continue with a digital 
platform.

The daily themes of  
the Digital Learning Lab 
represent the themes of  
different Summer Fun 
classes. By participating 
in the Digital Learning 
Lab, students will re-
ceive a comprehensive 
education.

Museum Marketing Di-
rector Becky Tideman 
said the distance-learn-
ing aspect of  the Digital 
Learning Lab provides 
value for families, as 

Summer Fun goes digital
MuseuM prograMMing 

switch intended 
to provide vaLue; 

digitaL Learning Lab 
couLd connect 

friends and faMiLy
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In this 2017 file photo, a bottle of pop erupts after Ben Anderson dropped a piece of Mentos candy into 
it during Hastings Museum’s Myths … Busted? Summer Fun class.
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During a primary election on Tues-
day that saw a lot of  early mail-in 
voting to minimize the threat of  

spreading the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, Adams 
County saw a voter 
turnout of  40.3%.

That is an increase 
over the 38.07% turnout 
seen for the 2016 pri-
mary election.

There were 7,787 votes 
cast during the 2020 primary election 
in Adams County, which has 19,322 
registered voters.

Adams County published complete, 
unofficial primary results at 9:33 p.m. 
on Tuesday. Adams County Clerk 
Ramona Thomas, who doubles as 
county election commissioner, said 
the timing was comparable to 2018.

“It was really fast,” she said. “We 
had so many early votes that we 
were able to get counted and release 
shortly after 8 p.m. What came in 
from the actual polling sites was min-
imal. That didn’t take very long to 
count. We do have new equipment, 
which does count faster, but mostly it 
was because we had so many ballots 
in ahead of  time, ready to go.”

The office sent out 7,519 early voting 

Adams County 
sees election 
turnout bump
counting was coMpLeted quickLy 

on tuesday evening, adaMs 
county cLerk reports

Thomas

CARLA K. JOHNSON,  
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Associated Press
U.S. states are beginning to restart 

their economies after months of  par-
alyzing coronavirus lockdowns, but 
it could take weeks until it becomes 
clear whether those reopenings will 
cause a spike in COVID-19 cases, ex-
perts said Wednesday.

The outbreak’s trajectory varies wildly 
across the country, with steep increases 
in cases in some places, decreases in 
others and infection rates that can shift 
dramatically from neighborhood to 
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Virus spikes 
could emerge 
weeks after U.S. 
economic 
reopenings 
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