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weather
80
62

TODAY Showers and thunder-
storms likely. Mostly cloudy.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly before 1 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Nora Cox

ANDY RAUN
araun@hastingstribune.com
YORK – Farm families 

and rural communities 
in southern Nebraska 
have been wrestling for 
decades with the prob-
lem of  elevated ground-
water nitrate concentra-
tions.

The federal govern-
ment long has held that 
10 parts per million is 
the concentration level 
beyond which steps are 
needed to protect human 
health. Infants are most 
notably at risk. Rising 
nitrate levels can make 
it hard for a small town 
to site and maintain use-
able public wells.

From that standpoint, 
it’s easy to see why Ne-
braska’s natural re-
sources districts are 

looking at the ground-
water nitrate issue con-
stantly. It’s part of  their 
mission to protect the 

state’s underground 
water resources from 
contamination and pro-
tect the safety of  public 

drinking water supplies.
But speakers at a public 

hearing of  the Upper Big 
Blue NRD board of  direc-

tors in York on Monday 
said that in their view, 
the district must take 
care not to financially 
burden its farmers with 
rules to the point where 
families leave the land 
and small towns lose vi-
ability.

UBBNRD patrons 
turned out to comment 
on proposed amend-
ments to Rule 5 within 
the district’s groundwa-
ter management area 
rules and regulations for 
water quality — amend-
ments that would re-
quire extensive use of  ni-
trification inhibitors and 
curtail the amount of  
pre-plant nitrogen many 
constituents could apply 
to their fields.

The proposal calls for 
farmers districtwide to 
apply an approved nitri-
fication inhibitor along 
with any anhydrous am-
monia injected into their 
fields for spring-planted 
crops prior to March 1. 
Inhibitors also would be 

required to go along with 
applications of  any other 
form of  nitrogen fertil-
izer prior to planting.

A nitrification inhibi-
tor is a compound that 
slows the conversion of  
nitrogen fertilizer into 
nitrates that can leach 
down through the soil 
and toward the ground-
water table.

In addition, farmers 
in Level 2 and Level 
3 groundwater qual-
ity management zones 
would be limited to ap-
plying no more than 
120 pounds of  nitrogen 
per acre to their fields 
prior to planting. Addi-
tional nitrogen could be 
applied once the crop 
was in the ground. The 
farmers would have to 
inform the NRD each 
year of  their plans to 
fertilizer applications 
and how those plans 
square with “best man-
agement practices.”

Farmers talk economics, stewardship and fertilizer
UBBNRD plaNs 

follow-Up meetiNg 
oN pRoposeD RUle 

chaNges foR sept. 10
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Roughly 300 people turned out for a public hearing Monday in front of the 
Upper Big Blue Natural Resources District board of directors in York. The 
crowd filled the ballroom and spilled out into the hallway at the Holthus 
Convention Center.

womeN volUNteeR            
to cook foR RoDeo 

volUNteeRs, paRticipaNts

RUTH NICOLAUS
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F
or three days in Au-
gust, Julie Ochsner 
and Twila Bankson 
turn into cowboy 
cooks.

During the Oregon Trail Ro-
deo in Hastings, the rural Ad-
ams County women cook for 
several hundred people, pro-
viding meals for volunteers 
for the pro rodeo and the 
cowboys and cowgirls who 
compete at it.

And these meals aren’t in-
stant.

The two women, both mem-
bers of  the Adams County 
Agricultural Society, make 
home-cooked meals, and have 
been doing it for years: Ochs-
ner, for 15, and Bankson, for 
the last eight years.

The women plan year-
round, watching for sales so 
they can stay within a budget 
and checking out recipes that 
might work for large crowds.

“It’s in my mind, year-
round,” Bankson said, “when 
I see recipes, I think we 
should try this.”

In addition to sales, the 
women use the bounty from 
their own gardens and dona-
tions from others.

Bankson has chickens, so if  
eggs are plentiful, she donates 
them for deviled eggs, which 
are always a big hit, she said. 
She plants her garden so it is 
at its peak in late August, and 
the cucumbers, tomatoes, and 
other vegetables are fresh.

During each night of  rodeo, 
which this year is Aug. 23-25, 
the women cook for the rodeo 
volunteers and the cowboy 
and cowgirl competitors.

On Sunday, the rodeo hosts 
a free barbecue for all ticket 
holders, and Ochsner and 
Bankson cook and shred the 
pork and prepare the sides for 
the barbecue.

Ochsner estimates they feed 
between 850 and 1,000 volun-
teers each year. They also 
volunteer to cook at the state 
high school finals rodeo, held 
at the fairgrounds in June.

They make meals that cow-
boys and cowgirls don’t nor-

mally get when they’re on the 
road. Beef  and noodles with 
mashed potatoes are a favor-
ite, as is the roast beef  sand-
wich.

Other favorites are cheesy 
potatoes, cheeseburger cas-
serole, spaghetti bake, green 
beans, ham, and watermelon.

“We try to get as home-
cooked as we can,” Ochsner 
said. “These cowboys are 
on the road all the time and 
they don’t get home-cooked 
meals.”

The hours are long, but it’s 
worth it, Ochsner said, when 
people thank her and Bank-
son.

“It’s the gratitude we see 
in the eyes of  the people we 
are serving food to,” Ochsner 
said.

And it’s a way to show ap-
preciation to the volunteers 
who help out, Ochsner said.

“I feel like we need to treat 
our volunteers to the home-
cooked meals because they 
put in a lot of  work and effort. 
Why not do it?”

This year’s rodeo starts 
at 7 p.m. on Aug. 23-24 and 
at 5 p.m. Aug. 25 at the fair-
grounds.

Cowboy cooks
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Twila Bankson (left) and Julie Ochsner flank Dave Berens as they enjoy a moment away 
from the cowboy kitchen during the 2013 Oregon Trail Rodeo in Hastings. The women 
make home-cooked meals for volunteers and the cowboys and cowgirls competing at the 
rodeo. This year’s rodeo is Aug. 23-25 at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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The Adams County 

property tax levy looks 
to increase by about 10 
percent for the 2019-20 
fiscal year.

The team of  county of-
ficials who prepared the 
budget: Highway Super-
intendent Dawn Miller, 
Zoning Administrator 
Judy Mignery and In-
formation Technology 
Coordinator Ron Kucera 
presented the proposed 
budget during the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors meeting 
Tuesday.

The proposed tax levy 
is .295760, which is an in-
crease from .269141 last 
year.

That means for prop-
erty valued at $100,000, 
the owner would pay 
$295.76 in property 
tax to support Adams 
County compared to 
$269.14 last year.

Those figures are the 
rural rate that includes 
the county’s payment to 
the city of  Hastings for 
an interlocal agreement 
that was established in 
August 2016 for oper-
ation of  the Hastings 
Public Library.

Adams County is to 
transfer all property 
taxes from the area in 
Adams County outside 
the city of  Hastings 
from the Adams County 
library levy commenc-
ing fiscal year 2016-17 to 
the city.

The amount was to be 
not less than $167,732 
and provided for an 
inflationary factor of  
not more than 3.5 per-
cent for each fiscal year 
thereafter.

The city is to use the 
funds from the county 
to provide all regular 
library services to all 
residents of  the county 
outside the city, includ-
ing the Bookmobile at 

no charge to the county 
residents.

City residents pay less 
property taxes to the 
county because the li-
brary is supported by 
the city’s general fund. 
County residents pay 
slightly higher taxes to 
the county from the Ad-
ams County library levy, 
which doesn’t apply to 
residents of  the city.

The net effect is the 
city gets money from 
the county as per the in-
terlocal agreement and 
uses it supplemented by 
the general fund to oper-
ate the library and book-
mobile for both city and 
county residents.

The county’s total 
property tax require-
ment is $11.359 million.

Miller said her team 
and members of  the 
county board’s budget 
committee originally 
started with a 33-cent 
levy.

“We went back and ad-
justments were made,” 
she said.

County departments 
continued to make cuts, 
getting the levy to its 
proposed amount of  
.295760.

There are no bonds lev-
ied in 2019-2020. The su-
pervisors voted 6-0 to ap-
prove during Tuesday’s 
early pay off of  bonds 
for the northeast truck 
route in a final payment 
of  $517,003, which will 
save the county $1,600 in 
interest. That payment 
was not due until Dec. 
15.

Supervisor Scott 
Thomsen was absent.

The .295760 levy also 
does not include funding 
for political subdivisions 
including townships, ru-
ral fire districts and the 
Agricultural Society, 
which collectively must 
keep their asking under 
15 cents.

County levy 
to increase
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