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MLB owners approve plan to start season in July. - B1

Tuesday, May 12, 2020

weather
52
44

TODAY A chance of showers, 
mainly before 7 a.m., then sprinkles.

TONIGHT A chance of scattered 
showers after 1 a.m. Cloudy.

Details, page A3 Art by Ella Skinner
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T
he shipment of  
personal protective 
equipment that the 
South Heartland 
District Health 

Department received Satur-
day and distributed Monday 
was one of  the largest it has 
seen during the coronavirus 
pandemic.

Supply levels typically vary 
in terms of  what is requested 
from the agencies in the 
South Heartland coverage 
area.

“A lot of  times they ask 
for 20 of  something and we 
can only give them two. But 
(Monday) it was the other 
way around,” said Jim Mor-
gan, SHDHD’s public health 
risk coordinator.

Eight pallets of  supplies, 
purchased by the state of  Ne-
braska and ordered by the 
Department of  Administra-
tive Services in Lincoln, in-
cluded 28,000 surgical gowns, 
20,000 surgical masks, 3,000 
N95-grade masks, 50,000 pairs 
of  gloves, 350 thermometers, 
and 200 gallons of  hand sani-
tizer, according to a news re-
lease.

Organizations in Adams, 

Clay, Nuckolls and Webster 
counties picked up their allot-
ted supplies Monday morn-
ing on the Adams County 
Fairgrounds.

The Department of  Admin-
istrative Services fields re-
quests from the agencies, div-
vies up the supplies based on 
need, and ships them around 
the state for distribution.

“Through their office, they 
decide how much they have 
to give out to everybody,” 
Morgan said. “We no longer 
have to split it out. They’ve 
made the decisions, so when 
they get here it’s already split 
out. It still goes through us, 
so I guess you could say we’re 
still the middle man.”

The Nebraska Army Na-
tional Guard delivered the 
shipment Saturday, and 
SHDHD, along with the help 
of  fairgrounds staff and vol-
unteers, unloaded the sup-
plies and piled them to be 
ready for pickup.

Some loads were larger 
than others, depending on 
the organizations to which 
they were heading. Morgan 
said the type of  entity makes 
a difference.

“Hospitals are top on the 
line, they need it most,” he 
said. “Then, we have EMS 
(Emergency Medical Ser-
vices) because they are the 
ones who have to make that 
first call and go out and put 
their lives on the line. Then, 

we have medical clinics, es-
pecially ones that actually do 
testing.”

While these shipments have 
been regularly distributed 
since mid-March, Monday’s 
saw a sizable increase in 
some regards.

Morgan said previously 
that gowns had arrived 
by the hundreds, whereas 
28,000 were delivered this go-
around.

“That made a big differ-
ence,” he said. “And with 
hand sanitizer we’d get 20 or 
30 gallons. This time, we got 
200 gallons.”

Shipments of  masks have 
remained steady, Morgan 
added.

At the start of  the outbreak 
of  the novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, SHDHD had 
a “stash” saved up in case of  
emergency. Much of  that PPE 
had been housed for some 
time. The equipment that 
is now being distributed is 
“newly manufactured,” Mor-
gan said.

Over the last six or seven 
weeks, SHDHD has seen 
many changes in supply re-
quests due to vendors regain-
ing the ability to distribute 
more timely and directly to 
hospitals and clinics, etc. 

“A month and a half  ago, 
there were a lot of  requests 
made. But we didn’t know 

‘A big difference’
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Jim Morgan and Liz Chamberlain with the South Heartland District Health Department load 
personal protective equipment for Webster County Community Hospital during distribu-
tion Monday morning at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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The Adams County 

Clerk’s Office has seen a 
strong return on mail-in 
ballots for the primary 
election but is expecting 
fewer voters than usual 
to appear in person on 
Tuesday.

“We already have an 
amazing turnout for 
the election so far,” said 
Adams County Clerk 
Ramona Thomas, who 
doubles as county elec-
tion commissioner.

The office sent out 
7,519 early voting bal-
lots for voters who 
requested them be-
fore May 1. The office 
has had 6,304 ballots 
returned as of  Mon-
day afternoon. Ballots 
must be returned to 
the Clerk’s Office by 
8 p.m. Tuesday to be 
counted, and should 

be placed in the ballot 
drop box at the south 
entrance to the Adams 
County Courthouse, 500 
W. Fourth St. Ballots 
should not be placed 
in the U.S. mail at this 
point because they 
wouldn’t arrive at the 
Clerk’s Office in time to 
be counted.

Due to the number 
of  mail-in ballots re-
quested and the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, pandemic, 
Thomas doesn’t expect 
a large turnout at poll-
ing locations Tuesday. 
Poll hours are 8 a.m. to 
8 p.m. Voters will sign 
in to receive the ballot 
corresponding to their 
political affiliation, 
which also includes 
nonpartisan races and 
issues.

She said there will 
be at least three poll 
workers at each poll-
ing place, as required 
by law. There had been 

HASTINGS TRIBUNE
tribune@hastingstribune.com
Gov. Pete Ricketts on 

Monday announced 
that some of  the social 
distancing restrictions 
written into the directed 
health measures for the 
South Heartland Health 
District will be relaxed 
effective May 18 — two 
weeks earlier than had 
been scheduled.

The relaxation of  re-
strictions mean restau-
rant dining rooms, 
beauty and nail salons, 
barbershops, massage 
therapy services and 
tattoo studios will be 
able to reopen, but with 
many requirements in 
place to help mitigate 
the public health risk of  
doing so.

The South Heartland 
district includes Adams, 
Webster, Clay and Nu-
ckolls counties. The re-
laxation of  restrictions 
will take effect at mid-
night on May 18.

According to infor-
mation posted to the 
city of  Hastings’ web-
site, restaurant dining 
rooms will be limited 
to 50% of  their maxi-
mum occupancy rating 
at a time. Each dining 
party must maintain a 
minimum of  6 feet of  
separation from every 
other dining party, with 
a maximum of  six indi-
viduals in each party. 
Self-serve buffets and 
salad bars will continue 
to be prohibited.

Restaurant staff must 
serve food directly to 

customers or imple-
ment buffet orders from 
the customer’s table. 
Customers won’t be al-
lowed to serve them-
selves.

Bar and counter seat-
ing aren’t permitted. 
Patrons may consume 
alcohol on the prem-
ises only if  they also are 
consuming a meal.

Beauty and nail sa-
lons, barbershops, mas-
sage therapy services 
and tattoo studios can 
open while maintaining 
the 10-person rule with 
employees and custom-

ers wearing masks, plus 
other safety measures.

Child care facilities 
will be permitted to 
have up to 15 children 
per room/space, which 
is an increase of  five 
over the current re-
quirements.

In a news release 
Monday night, Michele 
Bever, executive direc-
tor of  the South Heart-
land health department, 
said her agency, the 
Nebraska Department 
of  Health and Human 
Services, and Ricketts 
have been monitoring 

local trends in the rates 
of  positive cases as well 
as indicators of  hospital 
utilization and capacity.

“From the public 
health perspective, our 
trends are showing that 
the huge efforts every-
one is making in our 
counties to practice 
social distancing and 
prevention are work-
ing to slow the spread 
of  COVID-19 and are 
keeping our health care 
system from being over-
whelmed,” she said.

Election sees strong 
return in mail-in ballots

Polling stations 
oPen at 8 a.m. 

tuesday

SEE ELECTION/page A3

south heartland 
distributes large 

shiPment of Personal 
Protective equiPment

SEE DIFFERENCE/page A3
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The Hastings City 

Council is moving for-
ward with hiring a fo-
rensic engineering firm 
to do a condition as-
sessment and forensic 
structural analysis of  
the 16th Street viaduct.

Council members 
voted 7-1 during their 
regular meeting Mon-
day to approve a re-
tainer agreement with 
Engineering Special-
ists Inc. of  Omaha. 
The initial retainer fee 
— $26,900 — is half  of  
the $53,800 cost for the 
condition assessment 
and forensic analysis of  
the bridge. Councilman 
Chuck Rosenberg dis-
sented.

Council members 
voted on March 9 — af-
ter a strong response 
from petitioners — to 
rescind their December 
2019 resolution to de-
molish the 16th Street 
viaduct and instead 
place a repair option for 
the 85-year-old struc-
ture on the November 
general election ballot.

“We need to find out 
exactly what its condi-
tion is, so we can accu-
rately project what the 

cost will be as far as the 
repair,” City Adminis-
trator Dave Ptak said. 
“I don’t want to have 
any ballot language 
that would be mislead-
ing or cause the public 
to think it was going to 
cost more or less than 
what it is that we have 
on the ballot.”

If  approved, it would be 
the viaduct’s second ma-
jor repair, having also 
been repaired in 1985.

The viaduct has been 
closed to traffic since the 
end of  May 2019 based on 
an engineering assess-
ment that highlighted se-
vere deterioration.

The agreement with 
ESI includes a Condi-
tion Assessment and 
Forensic Analysis at 
a cost of  $53,800, plus 
an optional examina-
tion using X-ray and/or 
ground-penetrating ra-
dar for possible confir-
mation of  the extent of  
corrosion estimated to 
cost $13,971 per pier.

Anthony Siahpush 
with ESI recommended 
to council members 
during their May 4 work 
session doing the con-
dition assessment, plus 

Some COVID-19 restrictions to be relaxed in Tribland
adams county 

records seventh 
death related  

to viral infection

SEE COVID-19/page A3

Council OKs forensic 
study of old viaduct 

SEE VIADUCT/page A3


