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TODAY A chance of freezing driz-
zle after noon. Cloudy.

$1.75 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT A slight chance of 
freezing drizzle, mixed with snow.
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A
fter receiving 
their first dose of  
vaccine against 
the novel coro-
navirus disease, 

COVID-19, Friday morn-
ing, Una Hartman and Bev 
Frerichs said the experience 
was largely uneventful.

Hartman, Frerichs and 
their husbands were among 
206 independent residents 
at the Good Samaritan So-
ciety-Hastings Village who 
received the first dose of  the 
vaccine.

“I hardly knew that I got the 
shot; it was really uneventful, 
really,” said Hartman, who 
was sitting with her husband, 
LeRoy, afterward.

While the shot itself  was 
uneventful, the women said 
the organization required to 
safely inoculate so many peo-
ple in just little over three 
hours was anything but.

The Evangelical Lutheran 
Good Samaritan Society’s 
parent company, Sanford 
Health, and pharmaceutical 
partner Walgreens provided 
the clinic for independent liv-
ing residents on the Good Sa-
maritan Village campus.

Those 206 residents were 

scheduled to come to the vil-
lage community center at 
15-minute increments, based 
on address. Once there, village 
staff members did tempera-
ture checks and guided resi-
dents to one of  four stations.

“They’re doing a great job 
of  moving us around and 
keeping us 6 feet apart at dif-
ferent stages,” said Frerichs, 
who was sitting with her hus-
band, Ray.

All of  the village’s more 
than 300 independent resi-
dents were notified about 10 
days ago of  the opportunity. 
The 206 who received the first 
dose of  vaccine were the ones 
who responded.

“We’re all just excited,” said 
Stephanie Uhrmacher, senior 
living administrator at GSV. 

“I think Walgreens has been 
awesome. They’re really pa-
tient with our residents.”

The 206 residents who re-
ceived the first dose of  the 
vaccine on Friday will receive 
the second dose on Feb. 12.

The GSV volunteer group 
that delivers the village’s 
monthly newsletter helped 
deliver letters to residents 
notifying them of  the upcom-
ing clinic.

Having each lost a family 
member to COVID-19, Hart-
man and Frerichs both were 
eager to get the vaccine.

“We were kind of  concerned 
how long it would be before 
we could get it,” Hartman 
said.

Quick jab, long sigh of relief
INDEPENDENT LIVING 

RESIDENTS AT GSV 

IMPRESSED WITH SEAMLESS 

VACCINATION PROCESS
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Wayne Dybdahl receives the COVID-19 vaccine from retired pharmacist Philip Wilsey Fri-
day at Good Samaritan Society-Hastings Village.
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A resident receives the COVID-19 vaccine Friday at Good 
Samaritan Society-Hastings Village.
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AP National Writer

ATLANTA — His 
name is all over the 
baseball record book 
and, indeed, Hank 
Aaron could do it all.

Sure, he’s remembered 
mostly for dethroning 
the Babe to become 
baseball’s home run 
king on the way to 755, 
but don’t forget about 
the .300 average, or the 
graceful way he fielded 
his position, or the de-
ceiving speed he showed 
on the basepaths.

Yet, when talking 
about the true mea-
sure of  the man, there 

was far more to “Ham-
merin’ Hank” than his 
brilliance between the 
lines.

Exuding grace and 
dignity, Aaron spoke 
bluntly but never bit-
terly on the many hard-
ships thrown his way 
— from the poverty and 
segregation of  his Ala-
bama youth to the ugly, 
racist threats he faced 
during his pursuit of  
one of  America’s most 
hallowed records.

He wasn’t hesitant 
about speaking out on 
the issues of  the day, 
whether it was bemoan-
ing the lack of  Blacks in 

management positions, 
or lobbying against put-
ting Pete Rose in the 
Hall of  Fame, or call-
ing on those involved 
in the Houston Astros 
sign-stealing scandal to 
be tossed from the game 
for good.

“He never missed an 
opportunity to lead,” 
former President 
Barack Obama said, de-
scribing Aaron as an 
“unassuming man” who 
set a “towering exam-
ple.”

Right up to his final 
days, the Hammer was 

Hank Aaron, baseball’s former 
home run king, dies at 86
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In this April 8, 1974, file photo, Atlanta Braves’ Hank Aaron hits his 715th 
career home run in Atlanta Stadium to break the all-time record set by the 
late Babe Ruth.
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LINCOLN — Ne-
braska residents who 
are younger than 65 
years old and consid-
ered healthy may have 
to wait another four 
months to get the coro-
navirus vaccine based 
on current distributions 
to the state, officials 
said Friday.

State health officials 
and Gov. Pete Rick-
etts said they’re cur-
rently receiving 94,000 
vaccinations a month 
through the distribu-
tion chain administered 
by the federal govern-
ment.

Nebraska has already 
been vaccinating front-
line health care workers 
and people with ties to 
long-term care facili-
ties. Under the state’s 
distribution plan, the 
next in line are an esti-
mated 500,000 residents 

who are at least 65 years 
old or have a health 
condition that puts 
them at greater risk if  
they catch the virus.

State officials pre-
dict that 75% of  that 
group will get a vaccine, 
which translates into 
a four-month wait for 
everyone else unless 
Nebraska starts receiv-
ing a larger number 
of  vaccine shipments. 
Currently, the only two 
vaccines authorized for 
emergency use in the 
United States are pro-
duced by drugmakers 
Pfizer and Moderna.

“If  we get additional 
vaccines approved by 
the government ... that 
will allow us to speed 
this process up,” Rick-
etts said during a news 
conference on the 
state’s pandemic re-
sponse.

Some Nebraskans 
may face 4-month 
wait for vaccine
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The Hastings Police 
Department is accept-
ing renewals of  pet li-
censes, though there 
will be no delinquent 
fees for pet owners who 
did not relicense their 
animals in 2020.

Each year, pet licenses 
expire on Jan. 1. Resi-
dents have until March 
31 to renew pet licenses 
before a late fee is im-
posed.

This year, those fees 
were waived due to the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, pan-
demic.

To obtain a pet license, 
an owner needs to pro-
vide a current rabies 
vaccination certificate, 
which includes a de-
scription of  the animal.

Renewals or new li-

censes can be completed 
at the police station, 
317 S. Burlington Ave., 
which currently is open 
during regular business 
hours.

Licenses also can be 
purchased through the 
mail if  pet owners send 
a rabies vaccination 
certificate and the fee 
through check, cash, 
money orders, or credit 
card information to the 
Hastings Police Depart-
ment, 317 S. Burling-
ton Ave., Hastings, NE 
68901-5936.

The certificate of  ra-
bies vaccination will be 
returned to the owner 
along with the registra-
tion and license, usu-
ally by mail. There is no 
extra fee for mailed or 
emailed registrations.

One- and three-year 
licenses are available. 
The three-year licenses 
were introduced in 2005, 
and reminder postcards 
are sent out when they 

Pet licenses due; 2020 
fees waived due to virus
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