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Broncos snap losing skid. - B1
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weather
54
36

TODAY Cloudy, then gradually be-
coming mostly sunny. Windy.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.
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M
INDEN — Jack Moore 
is back with baton in 
hand.

The longtime band 
teacher guided the 

Adams Central program from 1969-
1984 before turning his attention 
to launching Moore Music in Hast-
ings, which closed after more than 
30 years in August 2015. At age 72, 
he is now back to teaching as head 
of  Minden High School’s band pro-
gram, replacing John Jacobs, who 
has assumed the band director role 
at Grand Island High School.

Moore and his wife, Ruth, have 
been educating area students for de-
cades. Ruth, who taught piano and 
was professor of  music at Hastings 
College, was inducted into the col-
lege’s newly established Fine Arts 
Hall of  Fame earlier this month.

“My wife and I both have basically 
good health, so I’m like, ‘Why sit 
around and do nothing?’ ” he said. 
“We are still doing stuff and we en-
joy doing it, so that’s even better.”

As he readied his troops for the 
Minden Bandfest Parade over the 
weekend, Moore acknowledged 
that 2019 is a rebuilding year for 
the once-powerhouse Minden pro-
gram. He finds himself  directing 

Moore the merrier
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Adams Central drum major Tristan Weston leads the 
band down the parade route Saturday during Minden 
Bandfest.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Minden director Jack Moore marches down Brown Avenue with his middle school band 
students Saturday during Minden Bandfest.
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Adams County youngsters 
were paired with mentors — 
some, for the first time, oth-
ers, for a second go-around 
— at the MentoringWorks 
Match Night event Sunday at 
Hastings Senior High School.

Formerly a Big Broth-
ers, Big Sisters affiliate, the 
program became Mentor-
ingWorks two years ago to 
enable more specific local 
control and funding for pro-
gram activities.

During the annual match 

event, students in grades K-5 
are paired with mentors ages 
16-22 for one year to spend 
quality time together both at 
school and monthly match 
events that may include other 
family members. In all, 35 
matches were made during 
the event.

Mentors meet with stu-
dents once a week through 
the school connect program 
for 30-40 minutes to extend a 
hand of  friendship and a lis-
tening ear and share fun ac-
tivities together. These may 
include tutoring, games, or 
simply conversations offering 
encouragement and affirma-
tion.

For returning matches, the 
event affords them a chance 

to enjoy some fun activities 
with their mentees while 
re-affirming their commit-
ment to another year of  ser-
vice as peer role models.

For new mentors, it rep-
resents the start of  what they 
hope will be a rewarding and 
eye-opening experience for 
both themselves and their 
mentees.

Participants arrived early 
Sunday to play games, en-
joy snacks, and create art-
work before their matches 
were revealed to them. Some 
mentees dressed in Hallow-
een costumes for the occa-
sion. When the time came for 
their match to be revealed, 

Students meet their match
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Ten-year-old Joe Rodriguez has his hand painted by Hast-
ings High junior Gracyn Chance-Ossowski as she helps 
with a handprint art project during the Mentoring Works 
match event Sunday at the school.

ElEmEntary studEnts gEt 
pairEd up with mEntors 

for 1 yEar
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LINCOLN — Nebraska 
lawmakers who want 
to lower property taxes 
and replenish the state’s 
rainy-day fund could 
have a slightly easier 
time accomplishing those 
goals next year, but many 
are still worried about 
the impact of  major 
flooding and the strug-
gling farm economy.

Key lawmakers said 
they’re hopeful a re-
cent uptick in state tax 
collections could help 
them reduce the burden 
on farmers and home-
owners who have com-
plained for years about 
rising property tax bills.

“It gives us some 
wiggle room so that 

maybe we don’t have 
to scrounge around so 
hard for money,” said 
Sen. Lou Ann Linehan, 
chairwoman of  the Leg-
islature’s Revenue Com-
mittee. “We may able 
to deliver substantial 
property tax relief.”

Lawmakers will get 
a better idea about the 
state’s financial situ-
ation Thursday when 
the Nebraska Economic 
Forecasting Advisory 
Board meets to update 
its revenue estimates. 
Lawmakers and Gov. 
Pete Ricketts rely on the 
board’s projections to 
determine how much 
money they’ll have avail-
able in the coming year.

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of  Revenue re-
ported last week that 
the state has collected 
more money than ex-
pected since July 1, the 
beginning of  the new 
fiscal year.

Senators: More 
revenue could 
mean tax cuts
But many nEBraska 
lawmakErs arE still 
worriEd aBout thE 

struggling farm 
Economy
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The Nebraska Depart-

ment of  Education re-
leased 2018-2019 data for 
schools across the state 
Oct. 9, giving lower 
rankings overall for 
Adams County school 
districts in their Ac-
countability for a Qual-
ity Education System 
Today and Tomorrow 
(AQueSTT) result.

Each district received 
its scores in September 
and will be using the 
data to focus on where 
improvements can be 
made.School officials 
in Adams County said 
the data from AQueSTT 
doesn’t fully capture the 
quality of  the schools, 
however. Instead, the 
schools are looking at 
data gathered for the 
AQueSTT result as 
part of  continued im-

provement and putting 
it alongside other col-
lected data.

“It’s not the only tool 
that is going to get our 
focus,” said Lawrence 
Tunks, Hastings Pub-
lic Schools director of  
learning.

The AQueSTT score 
is a four-level scale that 
categorizes schools as 
either excellent, great, 
good, or needs improve-
ment — in order of  de-
creasing quality. The 
results are produced 
by the Nebraska De-
partment of  Education 
The score takes into ac-
count statewide tests, 
improvement on tests 
scores, individual stu-
dent growth, four-year 
graduation and chronic 
absenteeism, among 
other measurements.

Adams County schools get 
overall lower state scores
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formEr adams cEntral tEachEr 
rEBuilding mindEn’s Band

SEE MATCH/page A3

SEE SCORES/page A5

SEE SENATORS/page A3


