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TODAY Areas of fog before 10 
a.m. Otherwise, mostly sunny.
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TONIGHT A 50% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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G
ENEVA — As we 
stop on Memori-
al Day to honor 
all the men and 
women who died 

serving in the U. S. military, 
we would like to 
say, “Thank you 
for guarding the 
freedom and 
peace in this 
great country 
of  ours. You are 
not forgotten.”

There’s a spe-
cial feeling in 
many hearts, as 
this year marks 

the 75th anniversary of  the 
end of  World War ll, which 
resulted in millions of  mil-

itary casualties, but with 
some of  its veterans, and oth-

ers who served on the home 
front, still alive today.

The Lincoln Star newspaper 
shown in the photo with this 
story takes one back to that 
war era — April 13, 1945. Dis-

covering such an 
artifact by pure 
accident, as I did 
among my late 
parents’ belong-
ings, can cause 
one to gasp, for 
the front page 
alone measures 
17 ½ inches by 

22 inches and the photos of  
President Franklin D. Roo-
sevelt and Vice President 
Harry S. Truman are each 
5 ½ by 7 ½ inches — a dra-
matic size capable of  grab-
bing one’s attention.

Reading on, one sadly 

A time to say ‘thank you’
MeMorial Day coinciDes 
with 75th anniversary 

of wwii victory

DIANNE GIRMUS/Tribune

The front page of the Lincoln Star’s 6 o’clock edition from April 13, 1945, announces the 
death of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. Hastings Tribune correspondent Dianne Girmus 
found the old newspaper at her late parents’ home in Crete.

Courtesy

Sgt. Maurice W. Costello of 
Ohiowa is pictured during 
his World War ll days.

Dianne
Girmus

Inside
Pandemic 

alters plans 
for area Me-
morial Day 
services.
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With the rate of  

COVID-19 cases in the 
South Heartland Health 
District continuing to 

decline, officials are 
asking the public not to 
let up in their efforts to 
thwart the spread of  the 
viral infection.

Local officials empha-
sized continuing those 
efforts during the city’s 
news conference on Fri-
day morning.

“I think people have 
done a great job of  be-
ing safe, but I’m start-
ing to see some people 

that aren’t necessarily 
working as hard as they 
have in the past,” Mayor 
Corey Stutte said.

He was at a Hastings 
grocery store on Thurs-
day where only about 
half  of  the customers 
were wearing masks.

He encouraged the 
public to continue 
to continue wearing 
masks and practicing 
social distancing as part 

of  the local response to 
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pan-
demic.

“I think we will be able 
to flatten this curve, as 
we’ve already seen, and 
I think you’ve done a 
great job doing that,” he 
said. “I’d like to thank 
you for everything you 
continue to do as cit-
izens in our commu-
nity.”

South Heartland Ex-
ecutive Director Mi-
chele Bever said the 
rate of  positive tests for 
the week of  May 10-16 
was 6%, which was a 
decrease from 9% the 
previous week. The pos-
itivity rate has dropped 
a little lower each week 
since mid-April.

“This trend, along 
with the trends in 
hospital utilization, 

hospital capacity that 
Mr. Barber has talked 
about, those are all im-
portant because they 
help us know how well 
our social distancing 
and prevention mea-
sures are working to 
flatten the curve,” she 
said, referring to Eric 
Barber, president and 
CEO of  Mary Lanning 

Hastings officials: Don’t let up on virus efforts
no tiMe for 

coMplacency as 
public health 

restrictions are 
easeD, they say
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Officials with the Hast-

ings Parks and Recre-
ation Department are 
doing everything they 
can to make sure the 
city’s Aquacourt water 
park can reopen in a 
safe manner.

“That’s why we want 
to take our time to do 
our homework for this 
coming week to make 
an educated decision,” 
Parks and Rec Direc-
tor Jeff Hassenstab said 
Friday morning.

Hassenstab said he 
and other Parks and 
Rec officials currently 
are weighing their op-
tions and expect to 
make a decision by the 
end of  next week.

“After hearing the 
directed health mea-
sure changes (Thurs-
day) we’re evaluating 
whether we can open 
up the Aquacourt at 
this time,” Hassenstab 
said. “Since we’ve been 
on hold we have a lot of  
logistics to figure out. 
We’re in the evalua-
tion stage on whether 
we can open up the 

Officials evaluate 
opening Aquacourt

‘all options  
are on the table’

BEN FINLEY,  
CARLA K. JOHNSON AND  

MICHAEL BIESECKER
Associated Press

Millions of  Americans are get-
ting ready to emerge from coro-
navirus lockdowns and venture 
outdoors to celebrate Memorial 
Day weekend at beaches, cook-
outs and family outings, raising 
concern among public health 
officials that large gatherings 
could cause outbreaks to come 
roaring back.

Medical experts warn that 
the virus won’t take a holi-
day for the unofficial start of  
summer. The Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention 
recommends that people stay 
home, avoid crowds and con-

nect with family and friends 
by phone or video chat.

Dr. Deborah Birx, coordina-
tor of  the White House coro-
navirus task force, said Fri-
day that people can enjoy the 
outdoors if  they stay at least 
6 feet apart. Birx suggested 
playing tennis with marked 
balls, one for each player to 
handle, or not touching flags 
on the golf  course.

“That is your space, and 
that’s the space that you need 
to protect and ensure that 
you’re social distanced for 
others,” Birx said at a White 
House briefing. She also sug-
gested disposable utensils for 
picnics and potlucks.

Birx said COVID-19 is de-

clining nationwide, but many 
healthy-seeming people 
are unknowingly infected, 
making social distancing, 
face coverings and frequent 
hand-washing necessary.

The holiday, which honors 
fallen service members, ar-
rives amid the bleakest econ-
omy in decades. Tens of  mil-
lions have been laid off since 
the virus hit hard in March 
and forced shutdowns. Un-
employment has reached its 
highest level since the Great 
Depression. Federal Reserve 
Chair Jerome Powell warned 
Thursday that prospects for a 
recovery will remain unclear 
until the health crisis is re-
solved.

Memorial Day tempts Americans outdoors

CAROLYN KASTER/AP

A member of the 3rd U.S. Infantry Regiment, also known 
as The Old Guard, wears a face mask as he places flags in 
front of each headstone for “Flags-In” at Arlington National 
Cemetery in Arlington, Va., Thursday to honor the nation’s 
fallen military heroes ahead of Memorial Day.
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Heavy rains across a 
wide swath of  Adams 
County throughout 
the day Friday caused 
significant damage to 
roads and sent the Lit-
tle Blue River out of  its 
banks, Adams County 
Emergency Manage-
ment reported.

Unofficial rainfall re-
ports include nearly 8 
inches of  rain north of  
Bladen and 6 inches at 
Holstein.

No damage to struc-
tures was reported, al-
though the Holstein fire 
department sandbagged 

a residence and a sewer 
riser, Emergency Man-
ager Ron Pughes said in 
a news release.

As of  6:30 p.m., the Lit-
tle Blue River was out 
of  its banks at Pony Ex-
press Avenue and Crys-
tal Lake and was con-
tinuing to rise.

At around 4 p.m., 
nearly 25 campers were 
evacuated from the Crys-
tal Lake campground 
north of  Ayr, with heavy 
equipment needed to 
pull some of  the rigs 
to safety. The Hastings 
Rural Fire Department 
assisted with the opera-
tion, Pughes said.

Dawn Miller, Adams 
County highway su-
perintendent, said all 

Heavy rains cause flooding, 
damage Adams County roads
caMpers at crystal 

lake evacuateD with 
heavy equipMent
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