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The following Tribland high 
school students were named 
winners of  the inaugural 
Nebraska State Colleges 
Multi-Activity Student Award 
for 2020-21, recognizing indi-
viduals who participated in 
at least three activities spon-
sored by the Nebraska School 
Activities Association in this 
academic year:

 � Adams Central: Devon Ack-
les, Brooke Allen, Claire Ander-
son, Tobie Augustin, Jessica 
Babcock, Reuben Barry, Dante 
Boelhower, Jacie Boelhower, Lu-
cas Bohlen, Cooper Byrnes, Ad-
dison Cass, Carissa Choyeski, 
Hyatt Collins, Tarin Confer, Han-
nah Crawford, Samuel Dierks, 
Emma Estrada, Jordan Faimon, 
Zachary Fleischer, Cameron Fos-
ter, Jeret Frerichs, Jaxen Gang-
wish, Hannah Gengenbach, Drew 
Goracke, Brooklyn Graff, Bren-

don Ground, Zoey Grove, Parker 
Hallett, Andrew Heckman, Sam 
Hemberger, Merci Hood, Broden 
Hultine, Emmery Huyser, Mac-
rae Huyser, Creighton Jacobitz, 
Allie Janssen, Dylan Janzen, Da-
kota Kassebaum, Kadi Kimberly, 
Claire Kiolbasa, Tristin Klinger, 
Kylie Lancaster, Lynsie Lancaster, 
Ella Lieske, Carter Lipovsky, Sadie 
Loehr, Ixchel Lom, Elli Marker, Ma-
daline McDaniel, Tate McIntyre, 

Nebraska State Colleges Multi-Activity Student Award honorees

B
elieve it or not, 
high school grad-
uation season not 
only has arrived, 
but already is 

winding down in Tribland.
With the way 

the calendar 
falls this year, 
commence-
ment-related 
activities in our 
region, which 
normally play 
out over the first 
three weekends 
in May, have 

been compressed into two 
weekends. (The first week-
end of  the month was May 
1-2, a little early for gradua-
tion). So the action has been 
fast and furious — and by 
the time graduates of  Hast-
ings High School walk out 
the doors on Sunday after-
noon following the last of  the 
ceremonies, brand-new high 
school alumni areawide will 
be turning their eyes to new 
horizons.

The school rituals of  spring 
— high school and college 
graduations, awards ban-
quets, final concerts, pro-
motions from elementary 
school and middle school — 
are great milestones in the 
lives of  students, families, the 
schools themselves, and en-
tire communities. They are 
the treasures of  this season.

Rich in history and infused 
with their own unique tra-
ditions, these events at their 
best link generations and 
eras and reinforce the bonds 

of  identity, pride and loyalty 
that give life added meaning. 
They mark the passage of  
years and help keep commu-
nities knit tightly with the 
sturdy thread of  memory and 
shared experience.

Joyful yet often bittersweet, 
these poignant gatherings 
make for a hectic but lovely 
time of  year when we cele-
brate our successes, embrace 
our aspirations, and reflect 
on how we have reached this 
point in our lives, individu-
ally and collectively. They 
are all about endings, begin-
nings, and the roads that lie 
ahead.

For me personally, gradua-
tion time (sometimes known 
as baked-beans-and-potato-
salad season) is a yearly in-
vitation to think back on my 
own experience as a teenage 
farm boy, growing up in a ru-
ral community and taking on 
all kinds of  school activities 
in addition to academic work. 
I didn’t join every available 
group or team, but I signed 
up for plenty — and my plate 
was heaping full. I’m sure 
many of  you can relate to 
that, especially if  you at-
tended a small school where 
your participation was not 
merely welcome, but needed.

I certainly pushed the limits 
of  my time, attention and en-
ergy back then; at moments I 
was aware that I was “burn-
ing the candle at both ends,” 
and maybe was not doing full 
justice to myself  or to every 
commitment in my life. But, 
like so many of  my friends, 
I drew on the reserve of  en-
ergy and passion that come 
with youth and just kept 
plowing ahead.

Then, one beautiful Sunday 
evening in May 1989, it was 
all over — and that certainly 
was a strange feeling.

Anyone who finds my story 
familiar may agree that this 
graduation weekend is a per-
fect time to share the follow-
ing news:

For the first time ever, the 
Nebraska School Activities 
Association this year has re-
leased a list of  students in 
grades 9-12 from NSAA mem-
ber schools across the state 
who have participated in at 
least three sports or other ac-
tivities sanctioned by the as-
sociation.

In addition to its lineup of  
fall, winter and spring sports 
(cross country, football, soft-
ball, golf, tennis, volleyball, 
basketball, bowling, swim-
ming and diving, wrestling, 
baseball, soccer, and track 
and field), NSAA activities in-
clude debate, journalism, mu-
sic, play production, speech 
and Unified Sports.

According to the associa-
tion, the list of  15,358 win-
ners of  the Nebraska State 
Colleges Multi-Activity Stu-
dent Award for 2020-21 was 
compiled strictly through re-
cords submitted by member 
schools. This new recognition 
is sponsored by the Nebraska 
State College System.

We’re running the list of  
honorees from our Tribland 
schools today, as a way of  
raising up the hard work 
and pursuit of  excellence so 
many of  our young people 
embrace every day.

Let me be clear about this: 
To my mind, it is not neces-
sary for any student to be 
carrying at least three NSAA 
activities in one year to have 
a robust, full and praisewor-
thy extracurricular experi-
ence. Plenty of  students may 
be involved in only a single 
one of  these activities and 

Honoring hard work
GRADUATION SEASON TIME 

TO REFLECT ON YOUNG 
PEOPLE’S EFFORT, 

COMMITMENT THROUGH 
ACTIVITIES

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Twenty-nine runners compete in the mile race Thursday during the Class B, District 5 
track and field meet in Aurora. The Nebraska School Activities Association and Nebraska 
State College System are honoring students from across the state for their participation in 
NSAA-sanctioned sports and other activities.
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Michele Bever, ex-
ecutive director of  
the South Heartland 

District 
Health De-
partment, 
provided 
an over-
view of  the 
health de-
partment’s 
response 
to the 

novel coronavirus dis-
ease pandemic during 
a presentation to the 
League of  Women Vot-
ers on Friday.

The coronavirus, later 
named COVID-19, was 
discovered in December 
2019 in Wuhan, China.

The first case in the 
United States was dis-
covered on Jan. 21, 
2020. The first death 
due to the disease was 
reported Feb. 29. On 
March 11, 2020, the 

World Health Organiza-
tion declared the spread 
of  the disease consti-
tuted a pandemic.

Bever said the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department be-
gan preparing mid-Jan-
uary of  2020, as sur-
veillance staff began 
to monitor activity in 
China.

During that time, the 
health department was 
working closely with 
Hastings College to ad-
vise students and fac-
ulty participating in 
the school’s travel pro-
grams. They discussed 
what would be done in 
case of  exposures and 
put a plan in place for 
quarantine if  needed.

Hastings College ended 
up reporting a case of  
COVID-19 on March 18, 
2020, but Bever said it 
didn’t cause significant 
concern.

“There was no addi-
tional spread because 
all those things were in 
place,” she said.

Health director 
recaps timeline
for pandemic

LOCAL HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT HAD 

PLANS IN PLACE

Bever
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More than a dozen 
states quickly embraced 
new federal guidelines 
that say fully vaccinated 
Americans no longer 
need to wear masks in-
doors or out in most 
cases. But other states 
and cities and some 
major businesses hesi-
tated amid doubts about 
whether the approach is 
safe or even workable.

As many business own-
ers pointed out, there 
is no easy way to deter-
mine who has been vac-
cinated and who hasn’t. 
And the new guidelines, 
issued Thursday by the 
Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention, es-
sentially work on the 
honor system, leaving 
it up to people to do the 
right thing.

Labor groups and oth-
ers warned that employ-
ees at stores, restau-
rants, bars and other 
businesses could be left 
exposed to the coronavi-
rus from customers and 
could be forced into the 
unwanted role of  “vac-
cination police.”

But in Malvern, Penn-
sylvania, owner Sean 
Weinberg took down the 
mask signs Friday at 
Restaurant Alba, which 
he runs with his wife. 
He also emailed his 
employees to let them 
know they can forgo 
masks at work if  they 
are fully vaccinated.

“It’s just a headache 
we don’t want to have to 
fight any more,” Wein-

berg said.
Several major chains, 

including CVS, Home 
Depot, Macy’s and su-
permarket giant Kro-
ger Co., said they are 
still requiring masks in 
stores for the time be-
ing, though some said 
they are reviewing their 
policies.

But Walmart, the 
world’s largest retailer, 
Costco and Trader Joe’s 
said Friday that they 
won’t require vacci-
nated shoppers to wear 
a mask in U.S. stores, 
unless state or local 
laws say otherwise.

Vaccinated shoppers 
can go maskless imme-
diately, Walmart said. 
Vaccinated workers can 
stop wearing them on 
May 18. As an incentive, 
the company said it is 
offering workers $75 if  
they prove they have 
been vaccinated. Both 
Costco and Trader Joe’s 
said they would not re-
quire proof  of  vaccina-
tion, but employees at 
the grocery chain will 
still need to cover their 
faces.

Half  the states had 
mask requirements in 
place for most indoor 
spaces when the CDC 
issued its recommen-
dations amid tumbling 
cases and rising vacci-
nation rates.

Nearly 47% of  the U.S. 
population has received 
at least one dose of  
COVID-19 vaccine, and 
cases have dropped to 
their lowest level since 
September, at an aver-
age of  about 35,000 a 
day. 

States, business sort 
out what new CDC 
mask guidance means


