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Hawkettes knock off Stars for C1-9 title. - B1

Friday, February 19, 2021

weather
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TODAY Mostly sunny. Wind chill 
values between -9 and 1.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Wind 
chill values between zero and 5.

Details, page A5 Art by Alton Lewis

follow us

@hastingstribune

MARCIA DUNN

AP Aerospace Writer

CAPE CANAVERAL, 
Fla. — A NASA rover 
streaked through the 
orange Martian sky and 
landed on the planet 
Thursday, accomplish-
ing the riskiest step yet 
in an epic quest to bring 
back rocks that could 
answer whether life 
ever existed on Mars.

Ground controllers 
at the space agency’s 
Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in Pasadena, Cal-

ifornia, leaped to their 
feet, thrust their arms 
in the air and cheered 
in both triumph and 
relief  on receiving con-
firmation that the six-
wheeled Perseverance 
had touched down on 
the red planet, long a 
deathtrap for incoming 
spacecraft.

“Now the amazing sci-
ence starts,” a jubilant 
Thomas Zurbuchen, 
NASA’s science mission 
chief, said at a news 
conference, where he 
theatrically ripped up 
the contingency plan 
in the event of  a fail-
ure and threw the doc-
ument over his shoul-
ders.

The landing marks 
the third visit to Mars 
in just over a week. 

Two spacecraft from 
the United Arab Emir-
ates and China swung 
into orbit around Mars 
on successive days last 
week. All three mis-
sions lifted off in July 
to take advantage of  
the close alignment of  
Earth and Mars, jour-
neying some 300 million 
miles in nearly seven 
months.

Perseverance, the big-
gest, most advanced 
rover ever sent by 
NASA, became the 
ninth spacecraft since 
the 1970s to successfully 
land on Mars, every one 
of  them from the U.S.

The car-size, plutoni-
um-powered vehicle ar-
rived at Jezero Crater, 

NASA rover lands on Mars to look for signs of ancient life
PERSEVERANCE ON EPIC 

QUEST TO BRING BACK 
ROCKS THAT COULD 

ANSWER WHETHER LIFE 
EVER EXISTED ON THE 

RED PLANET

ALASTAIR GRANT/AP

Images from NASA are streamed live showing the landing of NASA’s Perse-
verance on Mars, shown on Piccadilly Lights in central London Thursday. 
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G
ov. Pete Ricketts 
praised the commu-
nity of  Hastings for 
efforts to develop Ne-
braska’s workforce, 

which fits into his four-pillar 
plan to grow the state.

In order to develop that work-
force, schools have been work-
ing with manufacturers to pro-
mote technical training for jobs 
currently available in the state, 
creating a pipeline of  skilled 
workers to fill those positions.

“This is a really important 
part of  how we continue to grow 
our state,” Ricketts said. “The 
community of  Hastings has 

been a leader in that pipeline.”
The other pillars of  Ricketts’ 

plan include removing obstacles 
to success, improving the tax 
climate and telling Nebraska’s 
story.

Ricketts visited Central Com-
munity College-Hastings on 
Thursday for the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for Hamilton Build-
ing, home to CCC’s advanced 
manufacturing design technol-
ogy and welding technology 
programs.

A 17,000-square-foot addition 
was constructed on the south 
side of  the existing building to 
house the AMDT program. A 
15,000-square-foot renovation 
of  the original building now 
houses the welding technology 
program.

Current CCC-Hastings 

Growing Nebraska
RICKETTS PRAISES HASTINGS’ 

EFFORTS TO INCREASE 
WORKFORCE

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Gov. Pete Ricketts speaks Thursday during a ribbon cutting for 
the Hamilton Building at Central Community College-Hastings.

SEE GROWING/page A3
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When members of  the 
Hastings City Coun-
cil meet on Monday, 
they will act on a policy 
that would require that 
masks continue to be 
worn until the 14-day 
daily rolling average for 
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, is 
two or fewer new cases 
per day for the city.

That was the metric 
council members gener-
ally agreed on for word-
ing to be placed on Mon-
day’s agenda after more 
than an hour of  discus-
sion on the topic during 
their work session 
on Thursday. Masks 
would not be required 
as long as the case-per-
day number for the city 
stays at two or lower.

The 14-day timeframe 
was an adaptation of  a 
recommendation from 
the South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment.

Health Department 
Executive Director Mi-
chele Bever was pres-
ent at the work session. 

James Lawler, director 
of  the International 
Programs and Innova-
tion for the Global Cen-
ter for Health Security 
at the University of  Ne-
braska Medical Center, 
participated in the dis-
cussion remotely.

Another recommen-
dation the health de-
partment made was 
that the mask policy 
be kept in place until 
70% of  the population 
is vaccinated. Council 
members thought that 
benchmark would be 
too far off to accomplish 
and the same people 
who oppose the mask 
requirement would be 
likely to oppose getting 
the vaccine.

Lawler said it is likely 
enough vaccinations 
would be available for 
the entire population by 
this summer.

Two or fewer cases 
per day equals eight 
cases per 100,000. On 
Wednesday that 14-day 
daily rolling average 
per 100,000 was 12.3 new 
cases for Adams County 
and 15.2 for all four 
counties of  the South 
Heartland District 
Health District — Ad-
ams, Webster, Clay and 
Nuckolls.

Adams County was 
below four new cases 
per 100,000 at the end 
of  July, but by mid-No-

vember was averaging 
about 112 new cases per 
100,000.

Thursday’s discus-
sion came after council 
members voted 8-0 on 
Nov. 23, 2020, to approve 
Emergency Ordinance 
No. 4650, which autho-
rized the city’s mask 
policy. It went into ef-
fect three days later.

The ordinance is set to 
expire on Feb. 23.

According to the or-
dinance, everyone 5 
years of  age and older 
is required to wear a 
face covering over their 
mouth and nose while 
indoors in premises 
open to the general pub-
lic. There are some ex-
ceptions to that policy.

“Generally, if  you 
can’t maintain the 
6-foot social distanc-
ing a mask should be 
worn,” City Adminis-
trator Dave Ptak said. 
“It doesn’t mandate ev-
erybody has to wear a 
mask.”

For instance, he said, 
at the City Building 
employees don’t wear 
masks if  they are work-
ing alone in their own 
offices.

“It’s just common 
sense is what we’re ask-
ing,” he said. “We’re not 
trying to create a Ge-
stapo state.”
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The South Heartland 
Health District recorded 
a total of  13 new cases 
of  the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, Tues-
day through Thursday.

The new cases — 12 in 
Adams County and one 
in Webster County — 

bring to 4,422 the total 
number of  cases among 
district residents since 
the first was reported 
on March 18, 2020.

The health district in-
cludes Adams, Webster, 
Clay and Nuckolls coun-
ties. To date, Adams 
County has recorded 
2,878 cases of  COVID-19, 
compared to 719 for 
Clay County, 488 for Nu-
ckolls County and 337 
for Webster County.

As of  Wednesday, 4,203 
of  the 4,422 cases among 
district residents to date 
had been classified as 
recovered.

The COVID-19 death 
toll among district resi-
dents stands at 55.

In a news release 
Thursday night, Mi-
chele Bever, the South 
Heartland District 
Health Department 
executive director, 
said district residents 
are making progress 
against COVID-19 but 
the disease is far from 
being conquered, so 
they must keep up their 
efforts to thwart further 
spread of  the virus and 
any variants that may 
arrive in the region.

“We averaged just 4.7 
(new) cases per day 
over the last seven 
days, which continues 
to move in the right 

South Heartland records 13 
new cases of COVID-19 in 3 days

WEATHER DELAYS 
SLOW VACCINATION 

PROGRAM THIS WEEK; 
HEALTH DEPARTMENT 

WORKING WITH RETAIL 
PHARMACIES AS NEW 
DELIVERY POINTS ARE 

ADDED

SEE COVID-19/page A3

Council to act on mask policy
IF APPROVED, FACE 
COVERINGS WOULD 

CONTINUE TO BE 
REQUIRED UNTIL CASE 
AMOUNT DIPS BELOW  

2 PER DAY

SEE MASK/page A3

SEE NASA/page A3


