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TODAY Sunny and hot. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 25 mph.
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TONIGHT Partly cloudy. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 25 mph.
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SAINT-LAURENT-
SUR-MER, France — 
At least the dead will al-
ways be there.

All too many have 
been, for 76 years since 
that fateful June 6 on 
France’s Normandy 
beaches, when allied 
troops in 1944 turned 
the course of  World War 
II and went on to defeat 
fascism in Europe in 
one of  the most remark-
able feats in military 
history.

Forgotten they will 
never be. Revered, yes. 
But Saturday’s anniver-
sary will be one of  the 
loneliest remembrances 
ever, as the coronavirus 
pandemic is keeping al-
most everyone away — 
from government lead-
ers to frail veterans who 
might not get another 
chance for a final fare-
well to their unlucky 
comrades.

Rain and wind are also 
forecast, after weeks of  
warm, sunny weather.

“I miss the others,” 
said Charles Shay, who 
as a U.S. Army medic 
was in the first wave of  
soldiers to wade ashore 
at Omaha Beach under 
relentless fire on D-Day.

Shay, 95, lives in 
France close to the 
beach where he and so 

many others landed in 
1944. He knows of  no 
U.S. veterans making 
the trip overseas to ob-
serve D-Day this year.

“I guess I will be alone 
here this year,” Shay 
said before he per-
formed a Native Amer-
ican ritual to honor his 
comrades by spread-
ing the smoke of  burn-
ing white sage into the 
winds lashing the Nor-
mandy coast Friday.

The eerie atmosphere 
touches the French as 
well as Americans.

“The sadness is almost 
too much, because there 
is no one,” said local 
guide Adeline James. 
“Plus you have their 
stories. The history is 
sad and it’s even more 
overwhelming now 

On sad anniversary, few to mourn the D-Day dead in Normandy
This year’s 

observances for The 
June 6, 1944, 

landings will be one 
of The loneliesT 

remembrances ever
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World War II D-Day veteran and Penobscot Elder Charles Norman Shay of 
Maine poses on the dune overlooking Omaha Beach prior to a ceremony at 
his memorial in Saint-Laurent-sur-Mer, Normandy, France, Friday. 
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R
ashell Hillis of  
Hastings is thank-
ful officers with 
the Hastings Police 
Department were 

caring even as she butted 
heads with them as she 
struggled with drug addic-
tion.

She especially praised Capt. 
Raelee Van Winkle for stay-
ing in contact and making 
sure she didn’t relapse.

“She has been a very big 
supporter of  my sobriety,” 
Hillis said. “She’s a fighter 
for people.”

And that’s the reason Hillis 
wanted to show Van Winkle 
and the rest of  the depart-
ment her appreciation in the 
midst of  protests against po-
lice across the nation in the 
wake of  George Floyd’s death 
in Minneapolis. She doesn’t 
oppose the protests, but 
wanted to highlight the good 
officers in her community.

Hillis was among a group of  

citizens who brought lunch 
to local law enforcement offi-
cers Friday. They brought 70 
sack lunches to the Hastings 
Police Department and 30 to 
the Adams County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Hillis and Cristy Just of  
Hastings went out to local 
businesses and asked for do-
nations.

“There wasn’t one place 
that said no,” Hillis said.

Allen’s of  Hastings donated 
meat. Russ’s Market provided 
buns and cheese. Walmart 
Supercenter gave fruit. Tom 
Dinsdale Automotive donated 
cookies and chips. Pepsi do-
nated soda and bottled water. 
Eileen’s Cookies and Special 
Scoops offered coupons for 
cookies and ice cream.

The group gave officers a 
paper sack with fruit, a bag 
of  chips, cookie and coupons, 
each adorned with a sticker 
saying “Our community loves 
you.” Due to health concerns 
related to the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19, the 
group couldn’t make the in-
dividual sandwiches, instead 
providing the ingredients to 
officers.

Just said it was easy to col-
lect donations, though they 

only started two days ago.
When Hillis proposed the 

idea, Just said she was ready 
to help in any way she could. 
She said local law enforce-
ment officers are engaged in 
the community. Her son is in-
volved with the Special Olym-
pics, so she has seen first-
hand how officers help with 
that program.

“Our law enforcement is re-
ally heavily involved in the 
community,” she said. “This 
town has a real respect for 
their officers.”

Just said she met Hillis 
through a Facebook page 
where users could adopt peo-
ple working through the coro-
navirus outbreak. Hillis had 
nominated Van Winkle for a 
gift through the group.

Van Winkle said she was 
touched that Hillis had nom-
inated her and was surprised 
when a gift box arrived with 
goodies for her and her offi-
cers.

“She just has the biggest 
heart,” Van Winkle said of  
Hillis. “She just is a strong 
person who has a heart of  
gold.”

She noted that the 

Lunch for law enforcement
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Cristy Just and her son Zach prepare to donate a large Eileen’s cookie along with sack 
lunches to Hastings Police Department officers Friday.
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While Hastings Public 

Library staff members 
are looking forward to 
having patrons back in 
the building, the obsta-
cle of  social distancing 
still needs to be tackled.

“Our building just 
wasn’t laid out for en-
couraging social dis-
tancing,” Library Direc-
tor Amy Hafer said. “So 
we’re trying to figure 
out the best way about 
that and how we could 
encourage social dis-

tancing as other busi-
nesses and other com-
munity organizations 
have done in this city.”

Hafer participated in 
the city’s weekly news 
conference Friday 
morning to talk about 
implementing contact-
less material pickup at 
the library as well as 
provide an update on 
the summer reading 
program, which began 
Monday.

She said 360 readers 
registered for the pro-
gram, and they logged 
more than 12,500 min-
utes this week.

“We are super excited 
for the participation go-
ing on,” she said.

Old Hastings Tribune 
newspaper vending ma-
chines that were among 

Social distancing
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As Adams County 

plans to repair 14 miles 
of  rural road as well as 
pave the Adams County 
Office Building parking 
lot, the financial part of  
those projects looks fa-
vorable.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 7-0 
during their regular 
meeting Tuesday to ap-
prove a resolution au-
thorizing the “not to 
exceed” amount for the 
interim financing.

The supervisors ap-
proved at their April 7 
meeting 2020 asphalt 
contracts with Werner 
Construction of  Hast-
ings for $2.8 million 
for 14 miles of  asphalt 
overlay as well as a 
$377,876 Werner bid for 

seven miles of  asphalt 
removal. Among those 
14 miles of  overlay, 
eight miles would be 
on Bladen Avenue, four 
miles would be on Hol-
stein Avenue, and 1.75 
miles would be on Ad-
ams Central Avenue.

The supervisors ap-
proved on May 19 cre-
ating a Rural Road 
Improvement District 
encompassing those 14 
miles.

Andy Forney with 
D.A. Davidson, the 
county’s bond counsel, 
was on hand during 
Tuesday’s meeting.

He said the next step 
in the process for these 
general obligation and 
highway bonds is to do 
the interim financing. 
The interest rate he was 

Financing looks 
favorable for county 
paving projects 
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