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TODAY Mostly cloudy. Breezy, 
with gusts as high as 30 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. 
North-northwest wind 5-15 mph.
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Judge denies request             
for bond reduction

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

A Lincoln man accused in the 
2017 shooting of  a 19-year-old 
Hastings man completed a plea 

deal by admitting 
guilt to a pair of  fel-
ony charges Tuesday 
in Adams County 
District Court.

Deante Mullen, 21, 
pleaded guilty to at-
tempted robbery and 
accessory to a felony, 
each a Class 2A fel-

ony punishable by up to 20 years 
in prison.

In exchange for his plea, prose-
cutors reduced the charges from 
first-degree murder and use of  a 
firearm to commit a felony. 

Another part of  the agreement 
was that Mullen would testify in 
the cases of  any co-defendants 
brought to trial, which Mullen 
did in October.

Adams County District Judge 
Stephen Illingworth ordered a 
pre-sentencing investigation and 
scheduled sentencing for Feb. 11 
at 11 a.m. He also ordered a tran-
script of  the trial testimony to re-
view before sentencing.

Mullen’s attorney also asked for 
a reduction in bond, which was 
set at $1 million. Zachary Black-
man, prosecuting attorney with 
the Nebraska Attorney General’s 
Office, objected to the bond reduc-
tion, noting the charges are still 
serious.

Illingworth left the bond as set.

JARAD JOHNSON 
jjohnson@hastingstribune.com
Hastings City Council 

members took several 
steps toward potentially 
adding multiple housing 
units on the city’s north 
side during their meet-
ing Tuesday evening.

Council members 
passed several resolu-
tions and ordinances 
with intent to prepare 
lots for 16 paired town-
house units and 41 sin-
gle family homes east of  
Menards. The home lots 
will be east of  the Pio-

neer Spirit Trail and the 
townhouse lots will be to 
the west of  the trail.

The lots will be pre-
pared for possible fu-
ture construction of  the 
buildings.

During the meeting, 
there were separate 
hearings for the town-
house and homes in con-
junction with the reso-
lutions. No one spoke at 
either hearing and each 
resolution was passed 
6-0. Council members 
Ted Schroeder and Paul 
Hamelink were absent.

The Hastings Eco-
nomic Development 
Corporation filed the ap-
plications for the modifi-
cations. In order to help 
pay for the modifica-
tions, HEDC plans to use 
tax increment financing.

Dave Ptak, city admin-
istrator, said TIF effec-
tively commits any in-
cremental taxes to pay 
for qualified infrastruc-
ture. Incremental taxes 
are determined by the 
difference between a 
base property valuation 
and future valuation. 

Ptak said the tax financ-
ing would last for about 
15 years.

“It’s not a tax avoid-
ance; it’s simply a tax 
postponement,” Ptak 
said.

Nebraska community 
development law says 
TIF can be used when 
a redevelopment plan 
is considered infeasible 
without it.

HEDC said the proj-
ects would not be feasi-
ble without the use of  
TIF and developer-do-
nated land. The total 

estimated cost for both 
projects is almost $16.01 
million and the antici-
pated valuation is about 
$11 million, with an in-
cremental increase of  
another $11 million.

The Planning Commis-
sion and the Community 
Redevelopment Author-
ity voted in favor of  the 
approval during October 
meetings.

Later in the city coun-
cil meeting, a new 
sewer extension dis-
trict, a water extension 
district and a street im-

provement district were 
created for the redevel-
opment area. Each ordi-
nance passed 6-0.

In addition to pre-
paring lots for future 
housing, the council 
approved 6-0 a change 
in zoning and expan-
sion of  the Casey’s Re-
tail Company’s subdi-
vision, located at the 
northeast corner of  
U.S. Highway 281 and 
16th Street, to include 
the alley and Hardee’s 
subdivision.

Musical trio to perforM 
thursday at ag barbecue

JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com

W
hether in the field or 
behind the camera, 
corn has played a 
part in what Kan-
sas-based cropper 

rockers The Peterson Farm Broth-
ers are all about.

The trio, which will headline at 
Thursday’s Hastings Area Cham-
ber of  Commerce Farmers and 
Ranchers Appreciation Barbecue, 
has combined silly ag-based humor 
with serious ag-based messages to 
create a crop of  seriously well-re-

ceived Youtube videos.
How successful? Following their 

debut video, “I’m Farming and I 
Grow It,” a parody of  “I’m Sexy 
and I Know It,” released in 2012, 
which received more than 5 million 
views in its first week alone, the 
brothers have raised more than 62 
million hits by setting the written 
words of  oldest brother Greg Pe-
terson to some of  pop music’s most 
famous songs.

Their posted parodies include 
“Farm Rock Anthem” (“Party Rock 
Anthem” parody), “Takin’ Care of  
Livestock” (“Takin’ Care of  Busi-
ness” parody), and “Pasture Road” 
(“Old Town Road” parody). A rural 
re-make of  “Crazy Train” is in the 
works.

Their surprising success has 
spanned all 50 states and led 
to blogs, informational ag vid-
eos, pages on Facebook, Twitter, 
and Instagram, and appearances 
around the world, including con-
certs and/or speaking engage-
ments in Canada, Australia, Ger-
many, South Africa and New 
Zealand.

In addition to running the fam-
ily farm — which includes caring 
for cattle, wheat, corn, soybeans, 
forage sorghum, sunflowers and 
alfalfa — they average 50-60 shows 
per year. Brother Greg, 28, covers 
some of  the performance dates by 
himself  while Nathan, 26, and Ken-
dal, 23, mind the 2,000-plus acre 

Mullen  
pleads 
guilty  

Farm brothers having bushels of success

SHAY BURK/Tribune

The Peterson Farm Brothers (from left) Greg, Nathan and Kendal, perform at the Franklin County Fair near 
Franklin in July 2017. The trio will be appearing Thursday at the Adams County Fairgrounds at the Hast-
ings Area Chamber of Commerce Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation Barbecue. 

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
For what it is spending 

to transport and house 
inmates in other coun-
ties, Adams County 
could pay for a new jail 
in about 10 years, ac-
cording to a study by an 
architectural firm.

Representatives from 
Omaha architecture 
firm Prochaska & Asso-
ciates shared cost pro-
jections for keeping jail 
operations “as is” Tues-

day during the third 
meeting of  the Citizens’ 
Jail Committee at the 
county’s Wallace Ele-
mentary building.

The current Adams 
County jail, which was 
constructed in 1962, has 
out-of-date infrastruc-
ture and is non-compli-
ant with state regula-
tions. The only reason it 
can stay open is because 
it is grandfathered in to 
stay in operation under 
old rules.

The current jail has 
a 37-bed capacity with 
another three beds for 
booking and three spe-
cial purpose beds.

Additional inmates are 
housed in other coun-
ties’ jails.

Maintaining current 
jail operations would 
mean transporting the 
majority of  inmates.

According to projec-
tions from Prochaska, 
the average daily pop-
ulation of  inmates 

boarded out will in-
crease from 27 in 2018 to 
79 in 2050.

In transporting and 
housing inmates else-
where, Adams County’s 
annual costs are antic-
ipated to increase from 
$1.69 million in 2018 to 
$13.74 million by 2050.

The estimated cost 
over 20 years to board 
out inmates, including 
inflation, is $94.425 mil-
lion.

Within that $1.69 mil-

lion for 2018 is $573,635 
to board overflow in-
mates in other coun-
ties, $605,987 to trans-
port those inmates and 
$509,385 in personnel 
costs to transport.

Those costs are only 
anticipated to increase 
over time.

A 146-bed facility is 
projected to cost $23.8 
million to $29.5 million.

Scott Thomsen — 
member of  the Adams 
County Board of  Su-

pervisors who chairs 
the county’s buildings, 
grounds and equipment 
committee — asked Cit-
izens’ Jail Committee 
members to write down 
the maximum amount 
they thought voters in 
the county would sup-
port for a new jail. The 
majority of  responses 
were between $25 mil-
lion and $30 million.

Using rough estimates 

Mullen
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Jail committee given cost projections for ‘as is’ vs. new
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