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TODAY A 30% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before 9 a.m.

TONIGHT Clear. West-southwest 
wind 5-10 mph becoming south.
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RED LODGE, Mont. 
— More than 10,000 vis-
itors were ordered out 
of  Yellowstone as un-
precedented flooding 
tore through the north-
ern half  of  the nation’s 
oldest national park, 
washing out bridges 
and roads and sweeping 
an employee bunkhouse 
miles downstream, offi-
cials said Tuesday. Re-
markably, no one was 
reported injured or 
killed.

The only visitors left 
in the massive park 
straddling three states 
were a dozen campers 
still making their way 
out of  the backcountry.

Yellowstone National 
Park, which celebrates 

its 150th anniversary 
this year, could remain 
closed as long as a week, 
and northern entrances 
may not reopen this 
summer, Superinten-
dent Cam Sholly said.

“The water is still 
raging,” said Sholly, 
who noted that some 
weather forecasts in-
clude the possibility of  
additional flooding this 
weekend.

The Yellowstone River 
hit historic levels after 
days of  rain and rapid 
snowmelt and wrought 
havoc across parts of  
southern Montana and 
northern Wyoming, 
where it washed away 
cabins, swamped small 
towns and knocked out 
power. It hit the park 
just as a summer tour-
ist season that draws 

millions of  visitors was 
ramping up.

Instead of  marveling 
at massive elk and bi-
son, burbling thermal 
pools and the reliable 
blast of  Old Faithful’s 
geyser, tourists found 
themselves witnessing 
nature at its most un-
predictable as the Yel-
lowstone River river 
crested in a chocolate 
brown torrent that 
washed away every-
thing in its path.

“It is just the scariest 
river ever,” Kate Gomez 
of  Santa Fe, New Mex-
ico, said Tuesday. “Any-
thing that falls into that 
river is gone.”

Waters were only start-
ing to recede Tuesday, 
and the full extent of  

Yellowstone flooding forces 10,000 to leave national park
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Residents of Red Lodge, Montana, are seen clearing mud, water and de-
bris from the small city’s main street on Tuesday after flood waters course 
through a residential area with hundreds of homes.
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H
astings Kiwan-
ians celebrated 70 
years of  helping 
local kids while 
providing a tasty 

breakfast meal with 2022 
Pancake Day Tuesday on the 
Adams County Fairgrounds.

Kiwanians cook and serve 
pancakes and sausage in a 
tradition that began in 1953. 
Patrons receive coffee, milk 
or juice to complete the meal. 
Available 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., 
the offerings can function as 
breakfast, lunch or dinner.

For many, the annual event 
is a social gathering they at-
tend with friends or co-work-
ers.

Mike Johnson, president of  
the Hastings Noon Kiwanis 
Club, said members of  the 
group enjoy helping cook or 
serve the meal.

“Almost every member 
shows up some time during 
the day,” he said.

Pancake Day normally is 
held in March, but it was 
postponed this year due to 
the rising cases of  the novel 

Flapjack fundraiser
KIWANIS’ PANCAKE DAY 

MARKS 70 YEARS  

OF RAISING MONEY  

TO HELP KIDS
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Jim Lewis flips a pancake while helping at the Kiwanis Pan-
cake Feed Tuesday.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Nine-year-old Emily Lauder bites into a rolled up pancake Tuesday at the Kiwanis Pancake 
Feed.

ALAN FRAM

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Senate Minority Leader 
Mitch McConnell an-
nounced his support 
Tuesday for his cham-
ber’s emerging bipar-
tisan gun agreement, 
boosting momentum for 
modest but notable elec-
tion-year action by Con-
gress on an issue that’s 
deadlocked lawmakers 
for three decades.

The Kentucky Repub-
lican said he hoped an 
outline of  the accord, 
released Sunday by 10 
Democrats and 10 Re-
publicans, would be 
translated into legisla-
tion and enacted. Mc-
Connell’s backing was 
the latest indication 
that last month’s gun 
massacres in Buffalo, 
New York, and Uvalde, 
Texas, had reconfig-
ured the political cal-
culations for some in 
the GOP after years of  
steadfastly opposing 
even incremental tight-
ening of  firearms curbs.

“If  this framework be-
comes the actual piece 
of  legislation, it’s a step 

forward, a step forward 
on a bipartisan basis,” 
McConnell told report-
ers. He said the proposal 
“further demonstrates 
to the American people” 
that lawmakers can work 
together on significant 
issues “to make progress 
for the country.”

McConnell’s comments 
were striking, coming 
five months before mid-
term elections in which 
Republicans hope to 
win control of  the Sen-
ate and seem likely to 
win a majority in the 
House. For years, GOP 
candidates could risk 
their careers by defying 
the views of  the party’s 
loyal gun-owning and 
rural voters, who oppose 
moves seen as threaten-
ing their ownership and 
use of  firearms.

McConnell seemed 
to suggest that back-
ing this gun measure 
might even help some 
Republicans’ prospects 
in November. While he 
said senators should 
take a position “based 
upon the views of  their 

McConnell backs 
Senate gun deal
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With young chil-
dren’s doses of  vaccines 
against COVID-19 soon 
to be available locally, 
the South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment is encouraging 
that children as young 
as 6 months of  age be 
vaccinated as soon as 
they are eligible.

In the health depart-
ment’s weekly update 
on local COVID-19 con-
ditions Tuesday eve-
ning, Michele Bever, 
the department’s exec-
utive director, said the 

agency is expecting ap-
proval and recommen-
dations for use of  the 
Tender Care pediatric 
COVID vaccines yet this 
week and arrival of  vac-
cine next week.

The products being 
delivered are to include 
Moderna (for children 
age 6 months to 6 years) 
and Pfizer (for chil-
dren age 6 months to 4 
years). Both now have 
been approved to pro-
vide protection against 
the novel coronavirus 
disease in such young 
patients.

“We know that COVID 
vaccination is very im-
portant for all ages. We 
will finally be able to 
provide that option for 
parents wanting to pro-
tect their very young 

South Heartland urges 
COVID-19 vaccination 
for young children
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