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Friday, September 25, 2020

weather

91

57

TODAY Sunny. South-southwest 
wind around 5 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. North- 
northeast wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Lincoln Davis
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Associated Press

OMAHA — Gov. Pete 
Ricketts doubled down 
Thursday on his deci-
sion to leave Nebraska 
as the only state that has 
discontinued emergency 
food assistance benefits 
that were made avail-
able under the federal 
coronavirus relief  pack-
age, despite pleas from 
advocates for the poor.

Ricketts argued that 
Nebraska’s economy 
has fared far better 
than others hit by the 
coronavirus, and that 
other forms of  assis-
tance are still available 
to those who need it.

His comments came 
after advocates for 
low-income Nebraskans 
called on the Republi-
can governor to rein-
state the emergency aid, 

which ended in July. A 
group of  state lawmak-
ers has made a similar 
request.

“Our friends, our fam-
ily members, and our 
neighbors are being 
told they should face an 
unprecedented global 
pandemic without emer-
gency support for which 
they are eligible,” said 
Eric Savaino, who works 
on food-access issues for 

the advocacy group Ne-
braska Appleseed.

The Supplemental Nu-
tritional Assistance Pro-
gram, commonly known 
as food stamps, was 
temporarily expanded 
during the pandemic to 
help low-income Amer-
icans who took a finan-
cial hit due to the coro-
navirus and subsequent 
business closures and 
layoffs. SNAP benefits 

are financed by the fed-
eral government, with 
the state covering half  
of  the administrative 
costs.

“The reality for thou-
sands of  Nebraska fami-
lies who are still in crisis, 
disabled, or working but 
at reduced hours or at 
lower paying jobs, is that 
these benefits were essen-
tial and are still sorely 
needed,” Savaino said.

Advocates said they’ve 
heard from hundreds 
of  Nebraska residents 
who relied on the addi-
tional aid to pay for food 
during the pandemic. 
The Food Bank of  the 
Heartland, based in 
Omaha, reported a 40% 
increase in calls to its 
hotline since March.

“The SNAP program 

Ricketts stands by decision to discontinue emergency SNAP
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W
hile COVID-19 
has succeeded 
in throwing 
one aspect 
of  this year’s 

celebration into “reverse,” 
Hastings College is power-
ing forward with plans for 
homecoming festivities this 
weekend.

Along with football and 
other spots events, this year’s 
celebration will include a “re-
verse” Melody Round-Up Pa-
rade that will bring visitors 
onto the campus, rather than 
downtown, to hear band mu-
sic and view stationary floats.

The highlight of  the week-
end may be an outdoor grad-
uation ceremony for the HC 
Class of  2020, which cele-
brated commencement vir-
tually in May but missed out 
on the traditional in-person 
event.

Matt Fong, HC vice presi-
dent for external relations, 
said 57 or 58 of  the college’s 
graduates had sent in RSVPs 
by Wednesday afternoon indi-
cating they plan to attend the 
casual graduation event.

Fong said college officials 
are pleased that a good num-
ber of  the recent graduates 
want to take time to travel 
back for the in-person event.

“We feel really great about 
that,” he said. “It’s wonderful 
to see a group of  them who 
are wanting to come to cam-
pus and recognize their grad-
uation.”

The weekend kicks off to-

day, Friday, with alumni 
speakers and lectures 
throughout the day. The 
speakers event, now in its 
10th year, highlights good 
work being done by college 
alumni and friends far and 
wide.

Saturday’s agenda opens at 
10:30 a.m. with the 69th an-
nual Melody Round-Up Pa-
rade, which normally takes 
place in downtown Hastings. 
This year, however, commu-
nity members are invited 
onto campus, either on foot 
or in vehicles, where station-
ary bands and floats will be 
positioned in various places. 
Signage will help direct those 
who wish to remain in their 
vehicles.

Participating bands this 
year include the college 
marching band and the bands 
from Hastings Senior High 
and St. Cecilia high schools.

Fong said the “reverse” 
format is a public health 
precaution that will reduce 
concerns about spectators 
congregating along down-
town streets during the ongo-
ing pandemic. The bands will 
be performing at locations 
across campus.

College officials anticipate 
most community spectators 
traveling onto campus will 
want to remain in their vehi-
cles and encourage them to 
do so, Fong said.

There’s no one certain route 
they need to follow, so they 
can just keep driving around, 
he said. The bands will have 
enough distance between 
them to avoid impinging on 
each other’s sound.

“We’re fortunate we have a 
large campus,” Fong said.

From 11:15 a.m. to 1 p.m., a 
picnic lunch will be served 
for a charge in the parking 

lot between the Gray Center 
and the Jackson Dinsdale Art 
Center. The Bronco Marching 
Band will perform and then 
lead the crowd to Lloyd Wil-
son Field for the 1 p.m. kick-
off of  Hastings College vs. 
arch rival Doane University. 
The Bronco Bookstore will be 
offering HC merchandise on 
location at the football field.

The graduation ceremony 
gets under way at 5 p.m. on 
the lawn at Taylor Hall, giv-
ing 2020 graduates who left 
campus “unceremoniously” 
last spring a chance to gather 
and celebrate together in per-
son.

HC class delivery moved 
online following the spring 
break due to the novel coro-
navirus disease, COVID-19.

Fong said Saturday’s event 
is casual and graduates will 
wear caps but not gowns. 
The graduates who attend 
also will receive special cer-
tificates as a memento of  the 
occasion, following up on the 
official diplomas all gradu-
ates received in the mail last 
spring.

The event will include a talk 
by Hannah Adams, a member 
of  the Class of  2020; prayer by 
the Rev. Greg Allen-Pickett, 
pastor of  First Presbyterian 
Church and a member of  the 
college Board of  Trustees; 
and remarks by Rich Lloyd, 
the college’s new executive 
president, and Barbara Sun-
derman, college vice presi-
dent for academic affairs.

While the virtual com-
mencement ceremony in May 
was great, Fong said, college 
officials committed early on 
to inviting graduates back to 
campus for a chance to con-
gratulate each other, thank 

‘Reverse,’ and forward
HC HOMECOMING WEEKEND 
FEATURES INVERTED PARADE 

EVENT, BELATED 2020 
GRADUATION GATHERING

AMY ROH/Tribune

The Hastings College color guard performs during the 2013 Melody Round-Up Parade in 
downtown Hastings. As a COVID-19 safety precaution, this year’s parade will be a “re-
verse” event on the college campus.
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Response has been 
strong for the county-
wide survey aimed at 
better understanding the 
importance of  high-qual-
ity child care and educa-
tional programs within 
Adams County.

Adams County Com-
munities for Kids, 
which is conducting the 
online survey, is a col-
laboration of  different 
organizations from Ad-
ams County that want 
to grow, improve and 
develop early care and 
education programs for 
local youth.

The survey takes 
about 8-10 minutes to 
complete. Anyone who 
lives or works in Adams 
County, with or with-
out young children, is 
encouraged to complete 
the questionnaire.

Responses will be 
anonymous and confi-
dential. Only members 
of  the Adams County 
Communities for Kids 
survey committee will 
have access to raw data. 

Any data shared with 
the community will be in 
aggregate form only — 
not individual responses.

Participation is volun-
tary; respondents don’t 
have to answer any 
question that they don’t 
feel comfortable with 
and can stop the survey 
at any time.

The survey debuted 
Sept. 14. Program li-
aison Wendy Keele 
said nearly 700 people 
had responded as of  
Wednesday morning.

Once the survey re-
sults are collected 
and analyzed, Adams 
County Communities 
for Kids will partner 
with Adams County res-
idents to find solutions 
to the needs identified 
in the survey responses.

The survey link can 
be found at www.sur-
veymonkey.com/r/Ad-
amsCountyC4K. The 
link also is available on 
the websites of  partner 
agencies.

The goal is to get 10% 
of  the Adams County 
population to respond, 
which would be about 
3,000 responses.

Keele said Adams 

Initiative aimed at 
finding the pulse 
of child care needs
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A total of  27 new cases 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
were confirmed Tues-
day, Wednesday and 
Thursday in the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict.

The district health de-
partment reported the 
new cases, 23 of  which 
involve Adams County 
residents, in a news re-
lease Thursday night.

Two of  the new cases 
are in Nuckolls County, 
one is in Clay County, 
and one is in Webster 
County.

Three of  the new pa-
tients required in-pa-
tient treatment in hos-
pitals.

Since March 18, 540 
cases of  COVID-19 have 
been recorded in Ad-
ams County along with 
76 in Clay County, 19 in 

Webster County and 15 
in Nuckolls County, for 
a districtwide total to 
date of  650.

Michele Bever, health 
department executive 
director, said one hos-
pitalized COVID-19 
patient who had been 
reported to South 
Heartland as a Clay 
County resident was 
determined to live in 
another county outside 
the health district, and 
that Clay County and 
South Heartland sta-
tistics were revised ac-
cordingly.

To date, 37 South 
Heartland residents 
have spent time in a 
hospital in connection 
with a COVID-19 di-
agnosis. A total of  12 
patients — all Adams 
County residents — 
have died.

As of  Thursday, a total 
of  534 South Heartland 
COVID-19 cases had 
been classified as recov-
ered. That’s 82% of  the 

South Heartland logs 
27 new COVID-19 cases
THREE NEW PATIENTS 

REQUIRED 
HOSPITALIZATION
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