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Hastings College an-
nounced on Tuesday 
that it would be bring-
ing students back to 
campus for a regular 
fall semester schedule, 
but with contingencies 
in place in the event 
of  further disruptions 
related to the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19.

The plan was laid out 
this week in a letter to 
students and parents.

On Tuesday, the Great 
Plains Athletic Confer-
ence announced its plan 
to allow fall athletic 
practices to begin on 

Aug. 15, with competi-
tions beginning in Sep-
tember, although sched-
ules will be modified.

With fall practices 
scheduled, Hastings 
College set move-in 
dates for fall athletes, as 
well as all new and re-
turning students.

Fall athletes will move 
in on Aug. 12-16, and 
coaches will notify ath-
letes with details. In-
coming first-year stu-
dents move in on Aug. 
15-16, with returning 
students to follow on 
Aug. 16-18.

The college is main-
taining its fall schedule 
as planned, with classes 
beginning on Aug. 19 
and wrapping up for the 
semester on Dec. 18. By 
contrast, some other 
institutions of  higher 
learning in Nebraska 

Hastings College 
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HOLLAND, Mich. — 
Severe thunderstorms 
accompanied by winds 
approaching 70 mph 
battered lower Michi-
gan late Wednesday as 
the remnants of  Trop-
ical Storm Cristobal 
moved out of  the Mid-
west and into Canada.

Cristobal ended a trek 
from the Gulf  of  Mex-
ico up through the mid-
section of  the U.S. that 
caused flooding across 
the region, downed 
trees and power lines 
and damaged homes 
and businesses in In-
diana, Wisconsin, Mis-
souri and Iowa.

By Wednesday eve-
ning, about 2 inches of  
rain had fallen on Mid-
land, Michigan, where 
the threat of  flooding 
was enhanced by the 

failure last month of  
two dams along the Tit-
tabawassee River fol-
lowing days of  heavy 
rains. There were no 
early reports of  flooding 
or damage.

A church roof  was 
peeled away in south-
eastern Michigan’s San-
ilac County. In Detroit, 
dark clouds unleashed a 
downpour before briefly 
yielding to sun in early 
evening, which was fol-
lowed by another round 
of  rain accompanied by 
strong winds and hail.

About 430,000 custom-
ers of  the state’s elec-
tric utilities, Jackson, 
Michigan-based Con-
sumers Energy and 
Detroit-based DTE En-
ergy, were reported to 
be without power late 
Wednesday.

A line of  thunder-

storms pushed through 
Ottawa County in 
western Michigan on 
Wednesday morning. 
The city of  Holland 
along Lake Michigan 
activated storm warn-
ing sirens as winds 
reached speeds of  70 
mph, according to the 
county’s emergency 
management office.

Power lines and trees 
were reported down in 
Holland and other cit-
ies.

The weather service 
issued a gale warning 
through Wednesday 
evening on Lake Michi-
gan because of  the pos-
sibility of  strong winds 
creating waves of  6 to 
10 feet. Forecasters 
warned boaters, swim-
mers and paddlers to 

Cristobal remnants head to Canada after battering Midwest
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Tim Hinkle stands near the root ball of a downed tree on his property on 
King Road near Riegle Road on Wednesday. Strong storms with heavy 
winds swept across Jackson County, Mich., causing power outages, down-
ing trees and damaging property. Hinkle had about a dozen trees either com-
pletely toppled or with limbs sent flying. His home also sustained damage. 
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It may seem hard to 
imagine the cruel toll 
of  the coronavirus get-
ting any worse than los-
ing one of  those closest 
to you. But Johnjalene 
Woods has been dealt 
that pain three times 
over.

In a pandemic of  
countless sorrowful re-
alities, it’s bringing a 
special kind of  loss to 
people around the globe 
who are seeing their 
families shattered with 
multiple members suc-
cumbing to the disease.

“This generation, this 
level of  my family has 
just been very quickly 
obliterated,” said Ju-
lia Chachere of  Sag 
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U
nless conditions 
improve in the 
coming months, 
Nebraska’s agri-
cultural economy 

could face nearly $3.7 billion 
in losses this year related 
to the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pandemic.

That sobering estimate 
was announced Wednesday 
by the Nebraska Farm Bu-
reau based on a “snapshot” 
of  revenue losses from key 
commodities including corn, 
soybeans, wheat, beef  cattle, 
pork, dairy production, and 
fuel ethanol distilled primar-
ily from corn.

The analysis doesn’t take 
into account any financial as-
sistance ag producers may re-
ceive through state or federal 
COVID-19 relief  programs 
including the CARES Act or 
farm program payments, said 
Jay Rempe, Nebraska Farm 
Bureau senior economist and 
author of  the report unveiled 
for public consumption in 
a webinar and news release 
Wednesday.

Even so, Rempe said, the es-
timate “clearly demonstrates 
the magnitude of  the finan-
cial challenges currently fac-

ing farm and ranch families 
and the potential impacts 
that could be felt across the 
broader rural economy.”

Rempe included a break-
down of  the potential rev-
enue losses by commodity, 
reflecting price declines that 
occurred between Jan. 1 and 
May 18.

The COVID-19 crisis be-
gan overseas in late 2019 and 
came into sharp public fo-
cus in the United States in 
early to mid-March, leading 
to social distancing recom-
mendations, stay-at-home or-
ders in many states, and the 
temporary closure of  many 
businesses related to public 
health concerns.

The Nebraska Farm Bureau 
estimates of  potential losses 
include $1.303 billion for the 
ethanol sector, $1.17 billion 
for corn and soybeans, $971 
million for beef, $166.5 mil-
lion for pork, $66.1 million 
for dairy and $8.7 million for 
wheat, for a grand total of  
$3.685 billion.

“To provide some perspec-
tive, $3.7 billion is more than 
80 percent of  the state of  
Nebraska’s entire budget,” 
Rempe said in the news re-
lease. “We are talking about 
the potential for major 
losses.”

The ethanol industry leads 
the way among estimated 
losers amid the COVID-19 
crisis. The industry is be-

ing slammed financially 
in two different ways: first 
through reduced production 
and related loss of  revenue 
stemming from the drop in 
demand for gasoline, and sec-
ond through price declines 
for each gallon the industry 
does produce.

Nebraska’s ethanol indus-
try currently is estimated to 
be operating at 65% of  pro-
duction capacity — up from 
59% in March and April, but 
with eight plants still entirely 
idle and two others running 
at decreased capacity.

The state had 25 operating 
ethanol plants in 2018.

Rempe’s estimates assume 
the industry will ramp up 
production somewhat by Au-
gust and operate at 75% of  ca-
pacity from August through 
December.

A loss of  $1.303 billion for 
the ethanol sector would 
equate to 34% of  the sector’s 
total sales in 2017.

Rempe projects the corn and 
soybean sectors could lose 
up to $1.17 billion, including 
$613 million on the 2019 crop 
in storage and $554 million on 
the 2020 crop sold this year. 
The numbers are based on in-
formation from the Nebraska 
Corn Board on when crops 
are sold, 2019 crop production 
numbers, assumptions about 
the size of  the 2020 crop, and 
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A farmer plants soybeans southeast of Hansen in this April file photo. An economic analy-
sis from the Nebraska Farm Bureau indicates Nebraska’s agricultural economy could face 
nearly $3.7 billion in losses due to the novel coronavirus disease in 2020 if economic con-
ditions do not improve. 
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‘Grief overload:’ 
Families absorb 
multiple virus deaths

GERALD HERBERT/AP

In this May 18 photo, 
Belvin Jefferson White 
poses with a portrait 
of her father Saymon 
Jefferson at Saymon’s 
home in Baton Rouge, 
La. Belvin recently lost 
both her father and her 
uncle, Willie Lee Jeffer-
son, to COVID-19.
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